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If I trophied, it must be Heaven 


Stop me if you've heard this one. 

It seems that there was this enduro 
rider who died and went to heaven. It 
turned out that he'd been a good man 
in his earthly existence. He'd never cut 
the course... not even once. And many 
times he'd stop and lend a hand to a 
fallen rider. 

He was generous with his chain lube 
and even lent tools out to strangers, 
knowing full well that he'd never see 
them again. He always pre-entered 
events and had his bike ready to go 
when his friends picked him up in the 
morning. 

Here was a man well liked by all and 
hated by none. It's sad indeed that a 
largish cement truck decided to back 
over him while he was taking a nap in 
the shade of an old oak tree, on his 
break at the construction site where he 
was working one warm spring day. 

He suffered not, for the truck was 
full to the brim with nine yards of Port- 
land's best. Our friend the enduro rider 
passed from this life to the next and 
found himself standing in front of the 
Pearly Gates, somewhat confused. 

He knew that he was no longer with 
the living and wondered just what was 
to become of him. Cautiously, he 
knocked on the gates. Moments later, 
they swung majestically open. A gray- 
haired and heavily bearded old man 
with a clipboard in his hand greeted 
him. He was wearing a long, white 
robe with several JT and DG patches 
neatly sewn on the sleeves. 

“Hi. I'm Saint Peter. You must be 
the new arrival. Right?” 

Our friend stammered acknowledge- 
ment and asked, ''Is this heaven?’’ 

‘Yup, you got it, sport. This is that 
Pie in the Sky you've heard so much 
about in all those old songs. Come on 
in. I'll show you around." 

“Sure, great. But, what do you do 
here? I mean, what's it like in heaven?" 
Saint Peter smiled and said, ''Look 

around you. What do you see?" 

The enduro rider looked around and 
gasped. Bel-Ray banners were strung 
from the fences. Hi-Point arrows were 
stapled to the trees. Colorful vans and 
trucks were all over, with casually neat 
rows of enduro bikes just about 
everywhere. 

The setting was idyllic...huge, 
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green pine trees lined the sky. Large 
oak and maple trees spread heavy 
branches low, offering shade. Little 
brooks babbled their fool heads off. 
Birds twittered. Squirrels chased lady 
squirrelettes through the foliage. 

Near every bike was a fully stocked, 
double-decker, red Craftsman toolbox. 
A nitrogen bottle and a very expensive 
set of torches flanked the giant tool- 
boxes. Gleaming rows of sockets 
bristled from the partially open 
drawers. Heavy hits softly carried out 
from the tape decks in the vans. Full 
coolers were everywhere. And, wonder 
of wonders, there were no lines at the 
porta-johns! 

It hit him like a ton of skid plates!!! 
This was enduro heaven!!! 

‘Wow! This place is neat. What do 
we do here?" 

Saint Pete smiled. ‘‘What else? You 
ride as much as you want, whenever 
you want. And you get all the free beer 
you can handle after the ride. Not bad, 
eh?" 

Stunned, our friend just nodded 
mutely. After they made the rounds 
and he got outfitted with a new Griff 
riding jacket, some Malcolm Smith 
leathers and a new Electro helmet, he 
asked, ‘‘What do we do for bikes?’’ 

‘Bikes? You want bikes? Take your 
pick." 

With that, Saint Peter opened up a 
huge, golden garage door and waved his 
hand dramatically at the contents. 

There, in the garage, were lined up 
dozens of the finest enduro mounts the 
world has know. There were KTMs and 
Buls and Ossas and Huskys and ITs 
and PEs and XRs and Jawas and... and 
... the list was endless. 

(Continued on page 70) 
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New Model Premiere: 


` CB750F, CB750K, CX500C, CM400T, NC50 and more. 


Red Hot. And ready to roli in August. 


Excitement runs high when 
new models are about to be 
released —especially when 
they're new Hondas! It's 
hard to wait for a year-end 
curtain call, so we're unveil- 
ing our most popular street 
machines ahead of schedule. 
The new model year is slated 
to start at your local Honda 
dealer in early August; and 
with it some exciting new 


1980 models, like the CB750F, 
CB750K, CX500C, CM400T, and - 
NC50 Express™ With more 
to come. 


Changes abound. From tech- 
nological refinements to 
dynamite new styling treat- 
ments. And, of course, they're 
wrapped up in new 1980 
Honda colors and graphics. 

In looks and performance, 
the best in street machinery 


promises to be the best ever! 


So get on down to your local 
Honda dealer, and be the 
first in line to see the first of 
the 1980 Honda line. They're 
gonna go fast! 

*Selected models only. 


HONDA 


GOING STRONG! 


Always-wear a helmet and eye protection. Release dates subject to change without notice. Availability. таубе limited: See: Yellow Pages for 
nearest Honda dealer. American: Handa: Motor Co.,Inc., Dept. DB99N; Box'50; Gardena; California 96247: (c)1979-AHM: 
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Race day at the Manahawkin pits 


By Paul Clipper 


I would hate to give anyone the im- 
pression that I've spent my whole life 
on a losing binge. I’m sure that I’ve 
given that impression in the past, but 
it’s not entirely true. You see, I 
actually did win an event once. Actual- 
ly, it was a non-event, but a very im- 
portant one. No, it wasn’t just one 
event, either, it was . . here, let me tell 
you about it. 

It all started a long time ago, whenI 
was living in New Jersey. (If it seems 
like all my stories take place in NJ, I 
assure you it's for a good reason. They 
can't get hold of me, being 3000 miles 
away, to call me aliar, and perhaps do 
me grievous harm.) 

At the time, I went riding with a 
pretty lively group, some of the names 
of which were Butch, Whiz, Bill and 
Supe, at least one name you've heard 
before, and between us we rode a 
diverse cross section of bikes—Suzukis, 
Puchs, Coopers and Pentons—in 
various states of running condition. 
Two of our group were mechanics and 
the rest of us were reasonably alert, so 
we made out all right. 

Now, a friend of a friend's brother, or 
some such blood relative, had an en- 
tertaining habit of putting on non- 
events, in a barren section of real estate 
known as Manahawkin. It's an Indian 
name, I believe. At any rate, through 
the more adept riders, these non-events 
started to become more popular, and 
more or less organized, and sooner or 
later, a name was born. Eventually, the 
haphazard meeting of the hardcore, on 
the edge of the Jersey swamp, was 
known as the ''Manahawkin Hare 
Scrambles,'' entry by invitation only. 
Which did wonders for its notoriety. 

But it wasn't strictly a hare 
scrambles, either. It went like this: 
two ten-mile loops through the woods, 
on a cross-country course, followed by 
arun through ten observed trials traps; 
and then either a short-track or a TT, 
depending on everyone's humor that 
day—two heats, of course; and finally 
two 20-minute motos on a mile-long 
track. It was by no means a breeze, and 
by the end of a long day, riders and 
scorers alike were worn to a frazzle. Oh 
yeah, and you had to compete in each 
event on the same bike—no excep- 
tions. The people with MX bikes 
would take a beating in the woods and 
on the traps, and then kick butt on the 
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short-track and MX. The woods riders 
would have the opposite luck, so 
everything worked out pretty evenly. 

So one fine Sunday morning, after 
being asked out, Supe and I packed up 
our gear and headed east for Mana- 
hawkin. I remember that at the timeI 
was riding a more or less rat 125 
Penton, and I believe Supe then owned 
his now-notorious.Cooper. What a 
bike! I don't even want to get started 
on that subject again. It was one of 
those fantastic Eastern spring mornings 
and we both felt great, as we barreled 
down Route 70. 

We arrived with a reasonable amount 
of time to get ready, but I soon learned, 
that for some reason or another, my 
bike was running like a strangled 
muskrat. It was grim. It would idle, but 
as soon as the throttle was opened it 
would gag and puke to beat the band. I 
checked the plug, and when the limit 
of my mechanical abilities was thus 
reached, and with only 20 minutes to 
go, I turned to my superiors for help. 
Butch was about to leave the starting 
line, but after listening to my com- 
plaints, he offered the suggestion that 
perhaps my carb was full of crud, and if 
I was half an idiot, I'd keep it cleaner 
than I do. He always did have a way 
with kind words. 

He was right, though. I pulled the 
carb off and the float bowl and all the 
jets were full of weird little balls of a 
glue-like substance, the kind of stuff 
that's quite alien to the float bowls of 
good little boys' carbs. I never really 
professed to be very good. My fumbling 
fingers fell to the task, and I soon had 


the bowels of my Bing scattered over a 
three-foot-square section of New Jersey 
sand. I was remarkably inept, and I 
even had to have someone point out 
the pilot jet, soI could determine 
whether or not it was clogged. 

All this time my position was 
arousing more and more excitement, 
because I only had about eight more 
minutes before my number came up. I 
can remember Roger, one of my nor- 
mally more sedate friends, running 
back and forth from the official clock 
babbling like a chimp about time 
running out, and things like that. But, I 
wasn't to be rushed, a job worth doing 
was worth doing well, and I was busy 
scratching around in the sand for the 
vaporizer for the third time. 

By some miracle, I managed to 
tighten the last hose clamp about 45 
seconds before my group left the line, 
and as Roger held up my helmet and 
jumped around on one leg, I lit a ciga- 
rette and walked off into the bushes, in 
a purple rage, to answer the call of 
nature. I'd have done it all over again, 
even if I didn't have to go, just to see 
the look on Roger's face. ‘‘What the 
hell are you doing!’’ he screamed after 
me. I thought it was rather obvious, I 
told him, as I turned around so he 
could see a little better. ‘‘You don't get 
anywhere by rushing all the time," I 
yelled as I strapped on my lid, over the 
roar of my number leaving the line. 
‘'Patience makes progress, or haven't 
you heard?’’ 

This being the first time I had fired it 
up after the carb job, I was mildly sur- 
prised to find that it was running great. 
Istomped it into gear and wheelied off 
toward the starting line, clipped a tree 
as I turned onto the course, and flailed 
off after my number. 

To make a long story a little shorter, 
the adrenaline rush I had going allowed 
me to pass most of the guys on my 
number before the first tight woods 
section came up, and I aced the last of 
them a little farther downstream. I 
didn't really know it at the time, I only 
figured it out later, when they told meI 
had won the woods run. I only knew 
that I had gone through more trees than 
around before I hit the finish line. 

This knowledge gave me new 
strength, and I got ready for the next 
event by drinking a beer. After all, you 

(Continued on page 62) 


TWO WAYS TO 
GET SIDEWAYS. 


The Yamaha КС1005 Race Kart. 


ON THE PAVEMENT. 


With wide-profile slicks all around, 
a power-packed 100cc engine 
behind you, and a chassis a mere 
inch from the pavement, the 
Yamaha Race Kart can produce 
the kind of thrills usually reserved 
for Grand Prix racers. 

The breath-taking sensation 
of being crossed-up and sideways 
at 60 mph. 

The КС100$ is a genuine 
racing machine developed by a 
company with a history of racing 
and winning. 


The chassis, steering, and 
wheel stance are fully adjustable. 
The weight ideally distributed 
for tight, responsive high-speed 
handling. 

The high-tension tubular steel 
frame is strong, yet lightweight. 
In fact, every component on this 
sophisticated little machine is 
engineered for maximum depend- 


ability and maximum performance. 


IN THE DIRT. 


Although the RC100S comes set 
up for the pavement, a special 
"dirt kit” is also available. 

Add a fiberglass fairing, an 


air cleaner, special dirt tires, and 
the RC100S looks like a tiny 
sprint car. In size only. 

Drift it through a corner, flat 
out, and you'll understand why 
some of the biggest names in 
racing got their starts in karts. 

Check out the Yamaha 
RC100S Race Kart and “dirt kit” 
at Karting specialty shops and 
selected Yamaha dealers. 

Until you've flown an inch off 
the ground, you don’t know what 
speed really is. 


YAMAHA 


When you know how they're built. 
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Mr. Know ПАП 


Down the tubes 
Dear Mr. Know-it-All: 

Iown а 1978 KTM 250 MCS, which I 
use to race motocross. Recently, while 
disassembling the forks (stock 38mm 
Marzocchis) to perform a compression 
damping modification, given in the 
November 1978 issue of DIRT BIKE, I 
found both my fork tubes to be bent. I 
have not had a bad enough crash which 
could have caused this. The track 
which I do most of my racing at has 
some extremely large man-made 
jumps. Could the landings from these 
jumps plus the excessive compression 
damping have been the cause of the 
tubes bending? After straightening on a 
hydraulic bench press, would the fork 
tubes be more susceptible to bending? 
Is purchasing new tubes or forks my 
only alternative, or can I prevent them 
from rebending somehow? The com- 
pression damping modification was 
performed, but the jumps are still 
there. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

Edwin Sims 
Eugene, Oregon 


Splendid, Sims, you've hit the nail 
right on the head. Man-made pop-up 
jumps combined with the compression 
damping characteristics of the stock 
Marzocchi forks resulted in side- 
loading the tubes and caused the de- 
formation. Informed competitors who 
use long-travel suspensions have made 
ita practice to rotate the stanchion 
tubes 90 degrees after each event, or for 
severe track conditions, every moto. 
This practice will help you eliminate 
future bending problems. Straightening 
the tubes is acceptable, provided that a 
kink in the metal does not occur. 
Hopefully they're not deformed to that 
extent. 


Power vs. noise 
Dear Mr. Know-it-All: 

In your September 1978 issue, you 
had a test on the PE175. Your testers 
said there was a disc in the pipe to con- 
trol the noise level. I would like to 
know how to remove it for more 
power. 

Joe Godoy 
Seal Beach, California 


Oh no you don't, Joe!! The disc was 
installed to control the noise level. Got 
it!! Noise level. If you lunatics would 
quit equating noise with power, the 
champions of our cause, like the Phan- 
tom Duck and friends, would have a lot 
less hassle with the government 
people. Power doesn't come cheap, and 
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it doesn't miraculously occur by in- 
creasing the level of audio pollution. I 
suggest you consider cylinder blue- 
printing, carburetion improvements, 
and most of all, practice. Use your head 
instead of your ears, Godoy. 


It's a matter of degrees 
Dear Mr. Know-it-All: 

Ihave a question that no mechanic 
so far has answered to my satisfaction. 
Most motorcycle manuals express igni- 
tion timing for two-strokes in both 
degrees B. T.D.C. and millimeters 
B.T.D.C. I would like to know how the 
reading in millimeters B.T.D.C. is 
derived. 

For example, I own a Kawasaki 
KD125, which should spark at 23 
degrees B. T.D.C. or 2.52mm B.T.D.C. 
For every 180 degrees of crankshaft 
revolution (or stroke), the piston 
travels 50.6mm. In other words, for 
every degree of rotation the piston 
moves 50.6mm/ 180 degrees or 
0.28mm/degrees. Therefore, in 23 
degrees of revolution, the piston moves 
23 degrees x 0.28mm/degrees, which 
equals 6.46mm. According to several 
manuals, this should be 2.52mm 
B.T.D.C. Where did I go wrong? 

Ican show the same example for 
Husqvarnas. Obviously, there isa 
definite relationship between the 
amount the crankshaft turns and the 


amount the piston moves. Why does 
this not work out? 

Also, why do they even bother to 
state degrees, when the flywheel is not 
marked in degrees? 

I would appreciate an answer con- 
cerning this, as it has bothered me for 
over a year now. 

Howard Howells 
Kamloops, B.C., Canada 

Your question is trivial, but ГП 
address myself to it. Your basic facts 
are accurate, but your assumed rela- 
tionship between degrees of rotation 
and linear travel of the piston is 
incorrect. 

A direct linear relationship which 
you have presumed cannot be applied in 
this instance. The vertical component 
of motion of the piston is a complex 
function, involving a multiple of 
trigonometric relationships. Consider 
briefly, Howells, that the crank pin 
itself is moving in an arc and not a 
straight line vertically. The position of 
the crank pin in relation to the center- 
line of the crankshaft, as well as the 
length of the rod, all come into play 
and are factors in the relationship. In 
your case, Howells, I recommend that 
you abandon your quest for under- 
standing and simply accept the data as 
magic. 

Synthetic vs. mineral oil 
Dear Mr. Know-it-All: 

I have.a YZ125E which I am using 
mainly for fireroad-type riding. Syn- 
thetic oil 1$ very expensive, and I was 
wondering if running the conventional 
two-stroke oil would damage my 
engine. 

Mike Zugg 
Weaverville, California 


Mike, I suspect you'll have to con- 
cern yourself more with the grade of 
gasoline nowadays, than with the 
quality of conventional two-stroke oil. 
The advantage of synthetic oils is 
generally that they are cleaner burning 
and can be mixed at leaner ratios, re- 
sulting in more efficient combustion. 
Conventional two-stroke oils are a 
little dirtier and cause the engine to 
run a little warmer. Simply adjust the 
jetting of your carburetor for the par- 
ticular oil-to-gas ratio that you employ 
and no problem should occur using a 
basic mineral-base two-stroke oil. 


If you would like to ask a reasonably intelligent 
question of Mister Know It All, take pen in hand 
and address it thusly: 

MISTER KNOW IT 
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FACE GUARD $6.99 
Protects face in all off-road 
riding. Fits to any helmet 
in seconds. White. No. 118 


CHEST PROTECTOR $9.99 


In bright team colors. One size fits all 


51 Yam 52 Hon 53 Suz 54 Kaw , 
61 Hod 62 Husq 63 Bul 64 ata d 
ente 
HEX GRIPS $2.99 р. — DUCKBILL 
Stylish, com- 
fortable. Fit $2.99 each 
all bikes. Fits all helmets 
No. 38 Clear ©, No 48 Black 
No. 39 Yellow No 49 Yellow 
No. 40 Black No 50 White 
FENDER FLAP 7% NOTER 
$249 4 Ad" MOUTH GUARD 
With mount: ^ ` > $4.49 = Fits quickly 
ing hardware. ^ to any helmet. Excellent 
No. 109 protection. No. 115 


TEAM SOCKS $2.99 pr. 
2 pr. $5.49 - 4 pr. $9.99 


Heavy protective cotton socks. Cycle name and 
trim bands in vivid team colors. One size fits all 
31 Yam 32 Hon 33 Suz 34 Kaw 


Quick Release 
THROTTLE SET $4.99 


M/X SOCKS * 


Super-fast $4.99 pr. 
action Extra- 
large nylon head ШЕ +949 
Dummy grip in- "e SOCKS: 
cluded. Fits all inequality 
bars. No. 25 Made to fold 
over boot tops. 
KIDNEY Chemically 
treated to 
й SUPPORT BELT prevent — No. 116 Gold 
$9.99 each foot odor. No. 117 Red 
Strong black elastic One size No. 118 Green 


Sizes S-M-L-XL No 6 fits all. 
RUGGED VINYL AND LEATHER M/X GLOVES 


\ ГА aN 3 
No. 132 $8.99 


Extruded rubber 
knuckle and thumb 


protection. S-M-L-XL 
Hi-Q M/X BOOTS $59.99 pr. 


br Black top-grain cowhide boots with vivid red 

and blue stripes up back. Smooth vibram 
M/X sole. Double-thick toes. Heavily 
padded ankles. Height 16". Sizes 7-7/2-8- 
8%2-9-9%2-10-10%-11-11%-12 
No. 9 Hi-Q M/X Boots 


see us Ly 


MULTIPLE WRENCH 


Fits %” to 13/16" $6.99 
(9mm to 20mm) No.131 


но. 36 $9.99 
Adjustable. Tough 
black vinyl, heavily 


padded. S.M-L-XL 


No. 37 $8.99 


Long-wearing smooth 
brown cowhide. 
S-M-L-XL 


ui 78 
TEAM TOOL BAG $4.99 
Tough simulated leather Team design 
Inner loop for safe mounting 5" x 72” 


` №. 65 Yam 
No. 66 Hon 

No. 67 Suz 

No. 68 Kaw 

No. 69 No 

Name 


«иттщ SUZUIG 
— ADU AUN йи 


TEAM CAP $4.49 


Heavy twill, brilliant 


colors. One size fits all 


21 Yam 
22 Hon 


CROSSBAR PAD Team Colors 


ECIFY SIZE 
8” > $2.49 ay Yan 2 Нан 
4 
12” - $2.99 45 Plain Black B 
RACING GOGGLES $6.99 рг. guaranteed $4.99 - 
Unbreakable, ven. Unbreakable x 


RACING FENDER 


4" wide. Colors: Red, White 
Black, Silver, Yellow. No. 9t 


2 pair $12.99 
inm > tilated, adjustable. 
3 interchangeable 
lenses: clear, 
amber and green 


You Must Be Satisfied With Every Purchase 


23 Suz 
24 Kaw F 


livery Guaranteed 


N M/X JERSEY - No Team Name 


7 With or Without Your 


Custom Lettering 


SHORT SLEEVE 
№ $5.99 each $8.99 each 


No Lettering Personalized 
No 90 White No 90P 
No 91 Black No 91Р 
No 92 Red No. 92P 
No 93 Green No 93P 
No 94 Gold No 94P 


LONG SLEEVE 
$7.99 each $1.99 each 


PLAIN NYLO 


* 


i vu 1 
Yop-quality Hi-Q-made ventilated 
nylon jersey. Choice of 5 colors, 
long or short sleeves. No team 
markings. Choose plain (no letter- 


ing). or PERSONALIZED with 1 or No Lettering Personalized 
2 lines, up to 10 letters each line. No 15 White No 15Р 
l or 2 giant numerals. Use No 16 Black No 16P 
special lines in coupon. No 17 Red No 17P 


NO CODs on PERSONAUZED JERSEYS No 18 Green No 18P 
Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12. 14-16 No 19 Gold No 19P 


TEAM JERSEY — LONG SLEEVES $8.99 
100% Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors 


Top-quality ventilated 100% nylon Jersey made by our own craftsmen. 
Cycle name on chest and sleeves. Practical and stylish jersey 

Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 

No. 11 Yamaha No. 12 Honda No. 13 Suzuki. No. 14 Kawasaki 


PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY 
Ventilated 100% Nylon 
Long or Short Sleeves 


Your name or other message across the back 
of colorful nylon team jersey. One or 2 lines 
of lettering, up to 10 letters each line. Giant 
numeral (your choice) 0 to 99. We manufac- 
ture these popular jerseys out of the finest 
materials for long wear, comfort, and super- 
styling. Further description above and 
below. Use special lines in coupon. 


Ames 


› 
› 
( 
, 
‘ 
| 
' 


m ttri as 


Sizes Adult S-M-L-XL NO 11P Yam 13P Suz 
Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 CODs 12P Hon 14P Кам _ 
Short Sleeve $10.99 

76Р Yam 78Р Suz 

77P Hon 79P Kaw 


Team Jersey $6.99 
= Bright Team Colors, 


Short Sleeves - our own 
great ventilated nylon short 
sleeve team jersey, with cycle 
action design on chest. 


No. 76 Yam No. 78 Suz 
No 77 Hon No. 79 Kaw 


Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 


Sizes: Adult S-M-L-XL 


Unbreakable DOGLEG 
LEVER ASSEMBLY $9.99 pr. 


High-impact yellow plastic. Self 
lubricating Fits all handlebars. No 46 


FREE! Vessel IMPACT DRIVER $9.99 
with order 


my ange metal case. Rugged 
NEW CATALOG == (101 precision tot Ne. 60 
[.1 1 1| 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 101 1 4d 1] 1 1 1 ]1 | 1 | (БО БЫШ ШЕР БЕШ ШЕШ EE ЕШ 


Lettering Hi-Q P. 0. Box 455-D9 

Here for | Abbeville, Alabama 36310 
а PRODUCTS, INC. Toll-Free 1-800-633-7564 
ЕР ANTS * 5-DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED or your money back if you 


pay by Cash, М.О. or Credit Card. Checks take 2 weeks to 
clear our bank. Allow extra week for personalized items. 
* Order $30 or more and WE SHIP FREE! 

* All Hi-Q merchandise is fully guaranteed aguinest defects 
in material and workmanship. 


rc 


ong Sleeve $12.99. 


Print Lettering Here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY 
10 letters Numeral 


maximum 


PERSONALIZED TEAM MOTOCROSS NYLONS 
Great Value! $44.99 


What a deal! Beautiful Hi-Q fully padded 

nylon pants with your team name down both 

, legs, and your own name or other message 

(10 letters limit) across the back. We make 

these fine pants of glossy nylon to resist 

tears, snags and weather. Scotchgard finish, 

machine washable. Heavy-duty zippers. Two 

brilliant color combinations — SPECIFY. 

Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLD with 

; Black trim. No COD's. Use space in coupon 

to give message you want across back 

1 Sizes: Child 24-26 

- Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
T "| v 


101P Yamaha 102P Honda 
103P Suzuki 104P Kawasaki 
105P Hodaka 106P Husqvarna | 


107P Bultaco 108P Can-Am 
EE 


NYLON M/X PANTS 
Personalized or with 
Team Name, or Plain 
Heavy nylon pants as 
described above, available 
plain or with your choice of 
lettering across back 

Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLD 
with Black trim. SPECIFY COLOR 


No 100 Plain | No 100 P (No CODs) 
$29.99 pr. | PERSONALIZED $34.99 


Nylon М/Х Team Pants - $31.99 {tr in Coupon. 
107 Bultaco 


101 Yamaha 
102 Honda 


103 Suzuki 
104 Kawasaki 


M/X TEAM PANTS 
Heavy 14-02. Denim 


Team 
Colors $ 1 9.99 


Cycle name in bold black 
letters down both sides of 
these top-quality denims 
Striping in team colors. We 
make these stylish, highly 
Protective pants with 
removable hip and knee pads 
Knee pockets will accomodate ОЛ 
cups. (No. 75 pants have no 2 
cycle name.) Z A j 
Sizes: Child 24-26 m u^ 
Adult 28-30-32 71 Yam 72 Hon 73 Suz 74 Kaw 85 Hodak 
34-36-38-40 86 Husqvarna 87 Bultaco 88 Can-Am ye 


No. 75 Red, White & Blue, No Team Name $18.99 
QU 


105 Hodaka 
106 Husqvarna 


PERSONALIZED 14-02. DENIM 
_M/X PANTS $24.99 


Our top-quality 14-02 blue denims, 
described above PERSONALIZED FOR YOU 
with your name or other message - Up to 10 
letters each side. 3 colorful trim styles. Use 
special lines in coupon № CODs 
No. 56P Gold and Black Trim 
No. 57P Red and White Trim 
No. 58P Green and White Trim 
Sizes: Child 24-26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 


CHAIN BRACELET $3.49 

C Heavy chrome finish. 
^ No. 70 Boy's 

> 1 No. 80 Adult 

M/X RACING TANK COVER $8.99 


Team Design or Plain 


Snug-fitting snap on cover of 
heavy duty simulated leather 
prevents scratches, scrapes and 
nicks. In bright team colors, team 
design lettering. Fits all tanks 
No. 26 Yam Мо. 28 Suz 

No. 27 Hon: No. 29 Kaw 

No. 30 Solid Black, No Name 


UN р Sen Шш 
ШЕЕ ы A 
БЕ ЖаШ 


Orders under $30, add $1 shipping 
COD Orders, add $3 shipping 


TOTAL 
In a RUSH? Ask about our 


Fit over glasses Tied. Products; " B each line Special 48-Hour Delivery? 
No. 53 eville, О Cash Enclosed 
Alabama 36310 B Name О Ship COD. | enclose $3 deposit 
Guaranteed Unbreakable B OM 0 O MasterCharge Exp. Date 
AL LEVER ASSEMBLY $8.99 Address с Check Û VISA (BankAmericard) 
Brake and clutch levers mount to any = ard 
handlebars without removing grips. No.35 State State Zip No 
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New Products 


JT RACING “HEAD-LINE” FOR 1979 

1979 is the year of "the look” in moto- 
cross racing, and JT Racing has it all for the 
top of your head. First is the Bell RT helmet 
for $54.95, then a five-snap Team Peak for 
just $3.95, along with the Tricker Sticker for 
$2.95. Available in seven colors, the Tricker 
Sticker will also fit the bubble and duckbill 
visors. The sides of the helmet are detailed 
out with JT Lightning Bolt stickers, available 
in three sizes: six-inch/$.95 pair; 10-inch/ 
$1.25 pair; and 14-inch/$1.50 pair. The new 
JT/Oakley goggles go for $13.95, while the 
JT Supercross Mouthguard with smooth, 
rounded edges, five slots and a Hannah-in- 
Spired higher nose bridge is available for 
only $8.95. JT Racing USA at 303 W. 3bth 
St., Ste. D, National City, California 92050 is 
the motocross headshop for the coming 
season! 


SHOPPING MANUALS FROM HONDA 

For all you do-it-yourselfers out there who 
like to wrench on your own machine, Honda 
has come out with two new manuals to help 
you in your studies of the motorcycle. They 
are for the Honda XL500s and the XR500 
enduro model, and are the "official" Honda 
shop manuals of the factory technicians. 
Check your local Honda dealers for more 
info. 
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MOTOCROSS 


MOTOCROSS TECHNIQUES, 
TRAINING, TACTICS 

Kawasaki's Bad Brad Lackey and moto- 
journalist Len Weed have combined forces 
to put out а new book called "Motocross: 
Techniques, Training, Tactics." The publi- 
cation contains nearly 400 photos of the 
best riders in the world, and covers every- 
thing from mental racing to trackside tac- 
tics. A full 224 pages are inside the covers, 
featuring Lackey in such aspects as training, 
starts, braking, jumping, lines, passing 
strategy and practice. For your copy send 
$9.95, plus 95 cents postage and handling, 
to Cleansheet Enterprises, P.O. Box 241, 
Tarzana, California 91356. 


Fuel Booster 


RAISES OCTANE APPROX. 6 PTS. 


سد مس 


FLASHY FUELS 
To turn regular, low-performance gasoline 
into high-performance racing fuel, Trac Pro 
Racing Fuels has introduced their new Fuel 
Booster. The additive raises the octane level 
of gasoline approximately six points, and 
sells for $9 per quart. Don't get scared at the 
price, though, one quart mixes with 20-22 
gallons of gas. Get some through Jim 
O'Neal Motorcycle Products, 18340 Gault 
Street, Reseda, California 91335. 


T > 
ОПЕДГ 
ЕЕЕ 


BIG BOOTS 
With all of the long travel available on 
bikes nowadays, the standard-length fork 
boots just don’t get it. That’s why Jim 
O’Neal has introduced these new, long- 
travel fork boots that extend to 14 inches, 
yet fully collapse to a mere three inches. The 
units fit a 35-38mm fork tube, and are avail- 
able in black, blue, red, yellow, orange and 
green through Jim O'Neal Motorcycle Prod- 
ucts, 18340 Gault Street, Reseda, California 

91335. $8.95 is the price tag. 


CAN-AM SHOULDER/CHEST SAVER 

For protection while riding those tough 
events, Can-Am is offering a chest and 
shoulder protector all in one. Shoulder pads 
feature space-age, lightweight, shock-ab- 
sorbing padding, covered on both sides with 
sturdy Oxford nylon and reinforced with a 
molded plastic shoulder cap. The protector 
absorbs moisture and wipes clean. Elastic 
straps keep the pads securely in position, 
and the drop harness prevents underarm 
chafing. For more information contact your 
local Can-Am dealer, or Bombardier Cor- 
poration, P.O. Box 6106, Duluth, Minnesota 
55806. 


YOUR 
CHOICE 


GOODPYEAR 


WARNING 
IF YOU VALUE YOUR OWN LIFE 
AS MUCH AS I 
VALUE MY BIKE 


| PERFORMANCE 


A | Send 50: for each sticker above ог $6 for а! 15. 
Get our new '79 catalog of over 900 stickers 
plus 5 free samples (our choice) for only $2. 
Send your money and list of what you want to: 


STICK-EM UP, БЕЗ 


1814 Catalina Court, Dept. 
Livermore, CA 94550 


Start an exciting career-asa.. 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
І THE PROFESSIONALS" 


Circle number 2 on page'73 


AMERICAN MOTORC 
GO WITH THE WINNERS ! | 
If you’re serious about becoming a top-notch 
х motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 


| training available. You can't afford second best 
| and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become а frofecedonat... 
Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 


Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 


Approved for Veterans Training 
О RESIDENCE SCHOOL O HOME STUDY 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. e Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 


AGE. .. 


Street City State Zip 
DB 


х Yum eb K190 . nm EQ GY MX Il 


TUM 


SAVE MONEY! 


SUPER DISCOUNTS ON FAMOUS BRAND 
Check our unbelievahly 


УШЫ TIRES & ACCESSORIES 


ORDER BY PHONE —call TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 TODAY! 


In Calif. 1-800-432-7433 @ BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp credit card orders shipped same day. 


GOODYEAR EAGLE 
MX Il 


Tall, stiff lugs and wide, flat 
footprint for increased. trac- 
tion. Super tough, shock 
absorbing nylon cord body. 

500-17 $45.97 450-18 $43.64 
400-18 41.22 300-21 32.67 


METZELER: MX/ENDURO 


Designed for rapid self-cleaning 


RI 


DUNLOP K190 & K88 
New K190 MX and Enduro tire with "dimple" 


É blocks and rim saver. K88 for big bikes — ms 
ea ТЕЗА з КЫ 0752 $10 КВВНТ for hard surfaces. under extreme and muddy conditions. 


-17 $61.90 300-21 43.62 
300-15 183A 1026 460-18 C755 28.44 | 410-14 K190 $21.24 500-18 K88 $37.08: | 500-1 2 
275-17 183A 957 500-18 1830 29.56 | 500-17 K88 34.58 510-18 K88HT 40.31 00 кп 325-21 47.13 
500-17 1830 28.49 530-18 1830 31.74 410-18 K190 21.10 300-21 ко 2530 i i 
350-18 183А -16.24 300-21 1835 17.03 | 460-18 K190 31.7 -21 K190 2941 

GUARANTEE: All tires and 


E - 7! I 
30400-18 1835 12.13 300-21 CTSS 1982 | YOKOHAMA SUPER DIGGER YO07 | tics are first quality merchandise. No 


400-18 183A 20.32 325/350 183S 20.50 а = Я | n 
400/450-18 1835 24.35 -21 Delivers excellent acceleration with outstanding | seconds. No blems. Tire prices include 
410-18 1830 21.03 cornering control. Features cantilevered rim | Fed. Exc. Tax. If you compare prices, be 
eM . | protection. Developed for Roger deCoster. sure freight, F.E.T. and sales tax are in- 
183A Regular knobby, design: excellent all- li 41q/426-14 ° $20.42 550-18 4ply $3799 | ol in total price quoted. Prices in 
> p^ «| 410-18 28.23 550-18 6-ply 40.94 | previous ads no longer valid. 
1830 Yokohama Super Digger. copy — low: Î jen ig. 31.62 300-21 902 25.85 | (C) Phantom Rider 1979 


sidewall blocks for extreme cornering, 
self-cleaning. 500-18 35.96 
MULHOLLAND SHOCKS & SPRINGS PLASTIC GAS TANKS 
In unbreakable plastic. Universal, fits 


1835 Вагит ISDT copy — rim saver bead, 6- 
ply, excellent enduro/desert tire. 
C755 Metzeler copy — lightweight, soft rubber | —. Save up to 35% reakable pl. 
А n = s А most bikes with single top tube frames. 
Rebuildable MX shocks in 1024", 1174", 12%", | Comes complete w/gas valve, cap and 
13", 13%" and 14%" lengths. $38.95/pr w/o mounting kit. Specify colors: whi, yel, 


for added traction on hard surfaces. 
CHENG SHIN tubes. — special with tire Е 

red, blu, blk. Give 2nd color choice. 
Springs: Single rate $12.95/pr Model Gallons Price 


purchase: 14", 15" $3.25: 17°, 18", 21" — $4.25 
progressive (dual rate) $11.95/pr. 


BASSANI HIGH-PERFORMANCE 


CHENG SHIN. Top quality replacement tires at 


low, low prices. 


Note: 14%" shocks require LTG springs (see ini | 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS below) : diem go Н 
Power increases between 8 and 20% possible! Rebuildable LTG (Long Travel Gas) shocks in 13", | 250 17 32.65 
Hon XR75 thru 78* '$40.08 | 13%", 14%", 15" lengths $69.50/pr. w/o springs. | 350 эл 34.30 
HON ATC90 thru 78 40.08 | Springs: Single rate $18.95/pr Husky 33 36.95 
HON XL250 thru 777 48.88 progressive (dual cale) $25.95/pr RM2S0/370 2.5 39.95 
Hon XL350 thru 78" 55.25 


Hon MT250 thru 76 61.63 
Suz TS185 71-76 55.25 
Yam 360RT1-3 thru 73 61.62 
Yam DT125 A/B/C 74-76 57.38 
Yam 07175 A/B/C 74-76 59.50 
Yam TT/XT 500 74-77 55.25 


* Specify up pipe or down pipe. All others up pipes 
only. Partial listing only. If your bike is not listed, 
write or phone TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 for 
application and price. 


RIDER WEAR 
Bell Helmets—Save 30% 


R-T (Road/Trail). BIk, whi, ora, 
О Re $43.95 
*Magnum 11. ВИК, whi, ora, 

OL E $62.50 
*Moto Ill. Yel, whi, red....... $78.95 
Sizes: 6%-7%. 

“SNELL 75— AMA approved. 


TEAM JERSEYS 

Fully cut, top quality, stylish vented 
10096 nylon jerseys in team colors with 
Cycle name across chest and on 
Sleeves. Avail for: Bul/Can-Am/Honda/- 
Husq./-Kawa/Suz/Yam. 

In adult sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL $10.95 


HI-POINT MX/ENDURO BOOTS 


In top quality leather with stainless steel 
shinguard and 5 quick-release straps. 
Smooth MX or rough (cleated) Enduro 
sole in half sizes 5 thru 13 $92.00/pr. 
NOTE: As these boots run large — order % 
size SMALLER than dress shoe. 


SHIPPING CHARGES 


must be added to all prices. 


Minimum order West of Mid- East of 
is $10.00. Rockies West — Miss. 
Front tires 2.00 2.85 335 
Rear tires 2.85 415 4.95 
Shocks, springs 2.25 3.25 3.75 
Exhausts 3.60 5.25 . 6.75 
Boots 2.00 285 3.35 
Helmets/pants 1.50 1.85 2.25 
All others 100 130 .175 


FREE WITH ALL ORDERS OVER 
. $30 — A $6.98 VALUE "HOW TO 


WIN AT MOTOCROSS." K k- 
as. Pomeroy, and Weinert tl you 1 -800-854-31 10 
t 2 e intervii 
on rack Tapes, Learn irom the FOR FREE CATALOG 
Brack tape per customer or order, Райна Rider 300] Redi As. 


WRITE OR CALL. 


SCOTT GOGGLES —Save up to 30% 


Features unique foam venting system tor reduced 
moisture and dust penetration. Compl. w/extra 
wide head strap and protective bag. 
No. 53 clear lens, wht, blu, or ora frame $ 9.95 
No. 54 polarized lens, blue frame only ... 1 95 
No. 55 clear lens, fits over prescription glasses. 
Bluestrame ОЛ; £s «vues нЕ assis 13.95 
No. 59 New Lexan lens, red or yel frame . 12.95 


SPECIAL: save extra 10%!! Scott No. 53 
goggles/face guard combo $13.89 in any color 
combination listed above. Give 2nd color choice. 


NYLON MX PANTS 


Made of strong nylon, these pants offer 
maximum protection with plastic knee 
Cups (removable) and thick padding at 
hips. Reinforced seat. In black w/yel 
stripe, blue w/yel stripe, red w/blk 
Stripe. Specify waist size: 28, 30, 32, 
34, 36 or 38. $38.65/pr. 


-Now in new color combinations 
Red/yel; Yamaha team colors — yello 
with blk/whi stripe $43.95. 


‚Я PHANTOM RIDER e 3001 REDHILL AVE., вн so: COSTA MESA, СА 92626 
Qty 


Description Price ea. Total 


lenclose: Add shipping charges 
12 Мо. Order 17 Cert. Check O Pers. Check (allow 3 wks. to clear) 

1725% deposit — will pay balance, plus freight C.0.D. Calif. res. add 
Charge to: (7 Visa/BankAm 0 М/Сһагде ‘Am. Express 6% sales tax. 
13 Please send me your FREE catalog. TOTAL 
Account No. Exp. date 


AK, HI, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use Bike: year, make, model 

3rd col. Freight rates to Canada, add $3 to Name 

amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders Ай 

shipped fully insured. For COD orders, add City/State/Zip 9 
$1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs VES REE a TM T e 

to APO/FPO or Canada ше: y اا‎ E CALETOLAN T | 
Canadian and overseas catalog requests 

— send USS2 for airmail postage. call TOLL- FREE 1-800-854-3110 FREE 
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The 
all new 


DIRT 
BIKE 


BUYERS 
GUIDE 


IS 
coming. 


Watch 
for it. 
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That's the breaks 
Dear DIRT BIKE: 

Jeez, I wish I lived where you guys 
do. Up here in New York in the Big 
City of Oswego, you have to pay 
$18.95 when you break a shift lever on 
a'79 RM125N. According to your 
article in June '79 you say they cost 
only $7.86. Man, what a life of Riley! 

Mark Regan 
Oswego, New York 


(Riley doesn't live here any- 
more— ed.) 


Off-road revolution 
Dear DB/Rick Sieman: 

Ihave just read ''On The Firing 
Line'' in your May issue, and personal- 
ly,Ithink it's a bunch of garbage what 
the BLM is trying to do. The Duck did 
what he was supposed to do and he had 
nothing to do with those 2550 people 
who joined in. 

And, honestly, I think the BLM put 
their news in the newspapers to inten- 
tionally get the dirt bikers mad, and go 
out there and report seeing all those 
people, and voila!, instant wrapped-up 
case! But, I think the BLM is slitting its 
own throat, because if the Duck wins, 
it'll encourage the rest to fight. And 
even if the Duck loses, it'll make the 
off-road public even more angry and 
it'll make them fight even harder! 

But, my friends, we must begin the 
revolution now! We've got to clean up 
the BLM! We must make the lands 
free, and show the BLM we will NOT 
BE INTIMIDATED! As Rick Sieman 
said, '"This will be the toughest fight 
we've faced in the decade, and if we 
win, there will be brought forth a dirt 
bikers' revolution! So, my friends, be 
ready, 'cause if the Duck wins or loses, 
there will be the revolution of the 
country! The ''dirt bikers’ revolution!'"' 

The Voice Of The Off-Road 
Trail Drifter 
W.P.B., Florida 


Bultaco message 
Dear DB: 

First, I'd like to say you gotta fine 
mag; every time I get it, І enjoy it. We 
get about ten copies monthly on the 
island. Every time I go out to get one, 
they've usually all been snagged. Sub- 
scribing wouldn't help, because the 
mail is pretty sad! Anyway, I've hardly 
seen a dirt test on Bultacos. Why? 
Haven't people heard about 'em? Sure, 
they cost like over $2000, but they're 
A-1 bikes. The Frontera MK12 is pretty 
mean, over 10% inches of travel at 
both ends. The 250cc gives out 37% hp 
and the 370cc 42 hp, both at 7500 rpm 
... not bad. Not to mention that the 


Riders Wrile 


forks are air adjustable and the rears are 
gas res. Ground clearance of 13% 
inches (this info is out of their leaflet, 
so it is reliable). 

Another reason you should maybe do 
a test is because everybody knows that 
all the Japanese bikes are good. You 
could do with a change. It's people like 
ya'll who turn people on to other stuff. 
Ithink this bike is like good, and don't 
see any reason, other than it might be 
hard to get hold of, why you shouldn't 
give it a try. Just between you and me 
... do the Big Four pay you anything? 
Another meany is the Bultaco Pursang 
motocrosser—very fast, reliable and 
expensive. People go out and buy an 
RM or CR or something, then send it to 
FMF (I'm not saying something's 
wrong with it), and pay the price of a 
Concorde to get the max out of it. 
Haven't people heard of anything else 
but a YZ or KX, maybe a Husky or CZ? 
No! Why? Because you haven't told 
'em. 

Look, you have a pretty good mag 
and lots of people read it. Lots of people 
think you should stop catering to 
Japan, too. I agree! Iam fully aware 
that CEMOTO doesn't export tons of 
bikes, and they're probably hard to get. 
I know, because I live in the country 
where they make them and getting a 
part for my bike can be a bitch. Over 
here they always say ‘‘manana,’’ 
which means tomorrow, or later. Well, 
considering you got this far in reading 
my letter without burning or ripping it 
... I might as well say thanks for your 
time. 

John Sample 
Spain 


( You're welcome, John. We havea 
lot of trouble getting Bultaco test bikes 
on the West Coast, but we’re getting a 
tide on a 370 Frontera very shortly. 
Look for a test in the next month or so.) 


Fly paper 
I was reading your article in the June 

issue of DIRT BIKE about your 
''Crusade To Save Baby Flies.'' It is not 
going to be easy to hang up my 
leathers, but I'll do it for such a sympa- 
thetic crusade. Enclosed is my contri- 
bution to help such a great cause. 
Please send me one ''Save The Baby 
Flies'' T-shirt, some bumper stickers 
to hand out, and one poster. I sincerely 
wish you much success toward your 
worthy cause, ''Amen."' 

Jim Held 

Address withheld 


Save the baby flies 
Fellow ''Save the Endangered Baby Fly 
Species'' lovers, 


Circle number 5 on page 73 


һа 


Ijoin you in your fight to save these i = a T 9 
innocent, large-eyed (?), lovable, cute, | | _| {ура в | ‘SPR IT | 
furry little creatures from persons such = Ape fi се B № : Mi qur E 
the way pits built ade : 


as my ''old'' self (I'm now reformed!). 
Although I haven't as yet hung up my 
leathers and put away my boots (DB ДЕ 
June '79, pg. 6, Swat Tactics), I have | 1 | | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


like half the vicious maniac I was be- 
fore. My equipment is much cleaner, 
too! It was really getting to me! So 
much so; it affected my riding greatly 
and at times I would DNF (because of = VT Pun = E UE 
crying) if I ‘‘murdered”’ one of the | | | | Professiona | Racing Boot | 
"dear, little ones." There is but one | | i | | | | 
solution: Slow down! Let alone stop | WA a3 Sil ees ees Se ee тес PADDING ON SHINS 
riding completely!!! Just think of the | | ; | | | SUPER PROTECTION 
lives that would be saved!! | = 

Spreading the Word, 

Barry ‘‘Crash’’ Howe 

Flint, Michigan 
P.S. My contribution to the ''Save the 
Baby Flies and DIRT BIKE Editors' Beer 
Fund'' is included. (I guess you could 
say I put in my ''two cents.’’) 


slowed down to a moderate speed (I ЖЕРДД ЕЕ аа у = 
have a YZ125). I don't feel as guilty or | 1 EERE EEE i s wort! | 


| 
d 


(Editor’s note: Mr. Howe sent two | | 
cents cash. His was one of the largest | SPEED Laces FoR 


contributions.) | TEE сар LOWER | 
LEG SUPPORT 


URINETED IN MATOR i 
рек! AREAS 


„Ме welcome correspondence, thoughts and 
ideas. Address all letters, bomb threats, bribes 
and generalities t to: 


c/o DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
16200 VENTURA BLVD. 
ENCINO, CA. 91436 


REINFORCED 
Ё TE АЕР. 


DAYSTAR PRO | == Г | 

[5 |. STEEL SHANK. INSTER FOR, GREATER SUPPORT. E 

FORK BOOT | TTT | 
| | sprit boots are! Icoveled by a limited warranty. 

куен motorcycle кее for Esprit: boots, 


Breaths through special 
oil foam filter — Total 
seal protection. 


17" travel — fits the | 
longest forks. | | 


————— 


Universal Adapter — Fits 
most forks. 


Permits lower fork leg Use this form to Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
to touch fork crown — notify us at least recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 
No restriction to travel. six weeks before _ 
youmove. _ Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Available in all colors — ос cd Subscription Dept. 
pir P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 
Ask for Part No. 69. З 
КИ NEW ADDRESS: 
Retail Price $14.95 N ha | Мате 
Send $2.00 for complete catalog & decal a z Aadress 
5306 WEST MISSOURI BLA ^ ) City 


GLENDALE, ARIZONA 85301 i а 
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To tell you a little about what the 
winning professionals are made up of, 
Mike Bell, who led almost the entire 
first moto of the Carlsbad 500cc United 
States Grand Prix before nearly 
dropping from heat prostration, was 
seen leaving his house with girlfriend 
Lori Taylor and sister Christie that 
evening, to go pick up friends. The in- 
teresting part about it was that they 
were all mounted on 10-speeds and 
heading out on a 15-mile bike ride! 
Maybe that one 45-minute sweat-bath 
wasn’t enough for daddy long legs? 


[sl] +E) 


A lot of controversy has been flying 
around the offices over DB’s story on 
the new Scott plastic boots. The manu- 
facturers of the leather boots are con- 
testing that the Scotts, even though 
they do virtually eliminate ankle in- 
juries, are much more harmful in the 
knee injury category. The way it's 
figured is that if you stick your foot in a 
hole while wearing a pair of Scotts, 
your ankle won’t spin around on the 
bottom of your shin, but instead your 
knee will give way and twist around on 
the end of your thigh. We'll welcome 
input on this subject. 


Gisele II 


v 8 > ea А 

Flash: Toyota takes over as official 
truck of the AMA. But not our AMA. 
This new branch is from overseas, the 
African Mammals Association, and 
they will be running everything that 
they can find through the jungles of 
Africa. Pictured are the 1979 Toyota 
%-ton long-bed pickup, some dumb 
white slave, and the new czar of the 
AMA, Mr. L.E. Funt. African racing 
will never be the same. Sigh. 


Trans-Kalahari Race. Now, we know 
that a bulk of our riders go to Botswana 
every year for this grueling 
competition through Africa's toughest, 
so we had to mention it somewhere in 
our fine book. But the only problem is, 
those fearsome hairy beasts didn't tell 
us the name of the winner. But he was 
on a 390 Husky, followed by a box- 
stock Kawasaki KDX400 piloted by 
Brauch Nieman. Pretty in-depth 
coverage, eh? 


THERE 


P 


Boy, is 125 National Champ Broc 
Glover ever ticked off at those guys 
over at Motocross Action! Yep, he told 
us so hisself. It seems they wrote that 
his works bike was equipped with 
titanium bolts. Strange, when we took 
a magnet to 'em, it stuck. Or have they 
developed a titanium magnet now? Ya' 
know, we like those guys across the 
hall from us a lot, but they lack the 
great amounts of class that fill the air 
of the plush, well-lit DIRT BIKE 
offices. 


Ely BS) 


Springer’s back and rollin’ hard in 
the Winston Pro Series. Jay made his 
big return at the Ascot half-mile, where 
he defeated series leader Steve Eklund, 
and went on the next week to sweep 
two more Nationals in Michigan. The 
infection that put him out couldn’t be 
affecting the Springer’s performance 
too much now, but he still has a way to 
go before he catches Eklund and grabs 
his fourth consecutive title. 


00 0 


it, Jimbo? I mean, we сар get more styl- 
ish than that, but it never gets 
attention like that! Oh well, when you 


Who says you're over the hill after 
40? Senior DIRT BIKE Editor Jim . 
Connolly struts his stuff in the middle 

And speaking of African racing, those of a Grand Prix, and look at the reac- | got it, you got it, right? 
dark-skinned critters just finished their tion the ladies give him. How do ya’ do [е ы] 
biggest race of the year, the Botswana ' | 


Bele 
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Take a gander at the 1979 CCM. For 
this year them Britains have reworked 
just about everything! The battery igni- 
tion has been replaced; it now kicks 
without tearing the soles off your 
boots, and the suspension offers an 
honest 12 inches of travel both front 
and rear. The engine is a single- 
cylinder, 500cc, three-speed four- 
stroke, with a new four-valved head 
that broadens the powerband as much 
as 2000 rpm. The whole unit weighs in 
at 230 dry, which is only a few pounds 
over the latest two-strokes. We'll try to 
get our grubby gloves on one as soon as 
we can. 


Га (е1 (80 


Mild-mannered, quiet, shy, retiring 
Leon Wolek, a smooth fellow with a 
degree in mellow, is the main force be- 
hind ERG—otherwise known as the 
juice. He is also Mark Barnett's per- 
sonal trainer, and we caught them here 


before the start of the Support races at 


Carlsbad, sipping their favorite brew. 
They must be doing something right, 
because shortly afterwards, Mark went 
out and took the overall win for the 
Support class. O 


Curved fingers. 


Just like yours. 


Let your hands relax. See how your fingers 
naturally curve? The fingers of Bates MX Gloves 
curve too, helping eliminate tension and 
bunching, while padding on the back of the 
hands and fingers is positioned to also flex 
naturally, making them so comfortable they feel 


like they're already broken in. But besides 


being comfortable, they're tough, with extra 


layers of leather in the palm and thumb to 
absorb wear. Tough. Comfortable. Bates. 


the “quality people" 


Accessory House, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1770-DH 


Only $24.95 plus shipping. 
Specify size (XS, S, M, L, and XL) and No. 4950. 


All gloves available in XS, S, M, L and XL sizes. 


WINTER 

4" gauntlet for added 
warmth and curved 
fingers for easier 
gripping and firm feel 
on controls. $28.95 
plus $2 shipping. 
Specify No. 4970, size 


and Black or Brown. 


SUMMER 

Stretch fit for sensitive 
touch on controls. 
Easy-on, easy-off 
elastic wrist closure. 
Weigh less than 1 oz. 
$24.95 plus $2 for 
shipping. Specify No. 
4920 and size. 


Long Beach, California 90801 


Send $2.00 for Bates 


STREET 

Top-grain leather and 
curved fingers for 
superb riding comfort. 
Choose Unlined, No. 
4910, $17.95: or Lined, 
No. 4915, $19.95. Send 
number, size, add $2 
for shipping. 


56-page 1979 catalog. 


ROAD RACING 

The ultimate— weigh 
less than 1 oz. Stretch 
fit for sensitive touch 
on controls. Extra 
leather on heel of 
hand. $28.95 plus $2 
shipping. Specify No. 
4960 and size. 
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Once More With Feeling 


SECOND ANNUAL 
LAST BARTLEY 
GRAND PRIX | 


The true GP is alive 


and well and living in Nebraska 


In 1887, Rev. Allen Bartley incor- 
porated his tiny town in southwest 
Nebraska along the Republican River. 
It was then called University City, be- 
cause he also started a college, 
Mallalieu University, at that time. A 
provision in the original city charter 
that the town remain ''dry,"' still 
stands. 

University City now bears the Rev- 
erend's name, Bartley, and that name 
in Nebraska and the surrounding states 
means only one thing—the Bartley 
Grand Prix. The wide Main Street he 
planned so carefully, annually accom- 
modates approximately 250 
motorcycles and is a regular part of the 
race course. 

His university is still there, con- 
verted into the United Methodist 
Church, where on race morning some 
of the riders and their families gather 
with the local residents. Campers and 
vans fill his park, and though Bartley 
would roll over in his grave, suds have 
been known to flow in his ''dry'' town 
this one weekend in April. 

In spite of the fact that a few people 
do leave Bartley on Grand Prix week- 
end because of it, hundreds come to 
Bartley only because of it. The Bartley 
Grand Prix affects people in a variety of 
ways. For most riders, it begins the 
new racing season—maybe some years 
a bit too early. They had to clear four- 
foot snowdrifts from Main Street eight 
years ago to start the race! 

For the people of the tiny town of 283, 
it means weeks of fixing up, painting 
and grooming, not to mention prepar- 
ing to feed the crowds. To the hundreds 
who get the rejection slips saying, 
"Sorry, your class is full’’ year after 
year, it’s a myth. But to Del Harsh, 
Father of the Bartley Grand Prix, it’s 
his life most of the year. For this 44- 
year-old farmer and rancher, spring 
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By Linda Booth 


field work, cattle, and hog chores more 
often than not have to take a back seat 
to designing the course. 

For three straight years, Del saved 
the Grand Prix course he wanted to run 
and was rained out. Some of those 
years, it was as little as six hours before 
race time that he was out flagging the 
course, changing it from a dry run, toa 
more road-oriented wet run. It isn’t too 
hard to figure out how the term ''Last'' 
came to be added to the heading on the 
entry forms after three years of the 
cold, mud and less-exciting canal and 
road race. 

The riders weren't ready to give it 
up, though. They knew the sun had to 
smile on them one of these years, and 
Del still had many more strange and 
wonderful courses in his head, just 
waiting to be flagged. So the race be- 
came the Annual Last Bartley Grand 
Prix. Since the riders had found a 
whole town willing to work their butts 
off getting a race together, they weren't 
willing to let it go down the tubes with 
the accumulated three years’ rains. 

The ever-present opposition to the 
use of public and private lands for 
motorcycle riding, makes the Grand 
Prix that much more of an opportunity 
for riders from more populated areas. 
They show their appreciation with 
their courtesy and respect for the host 
town and residents. Any trouble, more 
often than not, has come from local 
kids hoping to pull one off and have it 
blamed on the racers. 

Drives of from 5 to 14 hours to get to 
the race are fairly common, as the bulk 
of the riders are from Colorado. This 
year, Colorado riders accounted for 29 
of the 48 trophies given. One rider from 
Oregon planned his whole vacation 
around the Bartley Grand Prix, only to 
have his entry returned because his 
class was full. Undaunted, he called 


Photos by Connie Jo Brown and Herb Teter 


Once a year, Main Street in 
Bartley turns into a dusty race 


One rider 
finds the limit 
of his front 


A fast trip down the railroad 
tracks is always good for the 
digestion. Urp! 


TROPHIES AWARDED 


Overall Trophy: 
Bob Moore (400 Yam) — Aurora, Colorado 


Open class: 

. Rich Dostal (370 Bul) — Longmont, Colorado 

. Bill Osthoff (400 Yam) — Castle Rock, Colorado 
. Charles Jensen (400 Yam) — Littleton, Colorado 
. Joe Jackson (400 Yam) — Lincoln, Nebraska 

. Chuck Boyd (400 Yam) — Littleton, Colorado 
Gary Myers (500 Hon) — Denver, Colorado 

. Bill Vickery (400 Yam) — Aurora, Colorado 


Dwayne Albrecht (400 Yam) — Loveland, Colorado 

. Curt Becker (400 Yam) — Broomfield, Colorado 

. Cliff McPherson (390 Yam) — Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado 

250 class: 


Sooo wn 


. Dudley Biddle (250 Hon) — Loveland, Colorado 

. Wayne Sturm (250 Hus) — Boulder, Colorado 

. Steve Lindquist (250 Yam) — Denver, Colorado 

. Kevin Budke (250 Hon) — North Platte, Nebraska 
. Steve Szekula (250 Yam) — Arvada, Colorado 

. Karl Siemon (250 Hus) — Osmond, Nebraska 

. Don Hilpert (250 Yam) — Potter, Nebraska 

. Lee Wubbels (250 CZ) — Lincoln, Nebraska 


9. Randy Vrzal (250 Hon) — Golden, Colorado 
10. Curtis Eveleight (250 Yam) — Norton, Kansas 


200 class: 


. Darryl Dempster (125 Yam) — Littleton, Colorado 

. K.W. Pelon (125 Yam) — Boulder, Colorado 

. Steve Fleming (175 Suz) — Ft. Collins, Colorado 

. Randy Bright (175 Yam) — Greeley, Colorado 

. Terry Wickstrom (175 Suz) — Littleton, Colorado 

. Ron Slingsby (175 Yam) — Ansley, Nebraska 

. Brent Boyd (175 Yam) — Littleton, Colorado 

. Chuck Lee (175 Hon) — Woodland Park, Colorado 

. Gaynor Smith (175 Yam) — Campbell, Nebraska 

. Dave Burns (175 Suz) — Steamboat Springs, Colorado 


SHOONDOAWH— 
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Old-timers’ (40 and over) class: 


1. Bili Nelson (185 Suz) — Bartley, Nebraska 

2. Don Overbeck (400 Yam) — Boulder, Colorado 
3. Jim McQuatters (500 Yam) — Laramie, Wyoming 
4. Lynn Collison (400 Yam) — Edgar, Nebraska 


Girls' class: 
1. Kathryn Edison (175 Yam)— Lincoln, Nebraska 


Del and was put on a waiting list of 
four or five guys who, because of no- 
shows, may be able to race. There was 
absolutely no guarantee of getting a 
start number, but he was willing to 
drive 1500 miles on the possibility. 

Nineteen different land owners gave 
permission to use their land. Del con- 
vinced them that it wouldn't be any 
worse than a herd of 243 cattle doing 
six laps around the pasture, corn field, 
etc., at a dead run. Not only did they 
allow it, many moved their own live- 
stock out for the day, took down and 
put up their own fences, and in previ- 
ous years, when the weather has been 
less than perfect, have offered to put 
the riders up in their own homes. 

In addition to the 19 land owners this 
year, permission had to be obtained 
from city officials—since the race ran 
down Bartley's streets each lap, county 
commissioners—for the county roads 
both used and blocked for the safety of 
the riders, the irrigation district and 
the railroad for their land use, and 
county officials for the use of the 
county ambulance. Two ambulances 
and two hospitals were in hot demand 
throughout the afternoon, with broken 
bones being the most prevalent 
complaint. 

Del originally got the idea about nine 
years ago, after watching the movie 
''On Any Sunday’’ about Elsinore, a 
small California town that opened its 
streets to motorcycles one day a year. 
There are probably many little towns 
around the country cashing in on this 
idea, but the folks who gain the most 
are the riders. Bartley's Grand Prix has 
given birth to another in Nebraska, 
four years ago in Benkleman. They 
sent a committee down to see how to 
set up a Grand Prix, got Bartley's 
mailing list, and now have their own 
race every June. Lasting friendships 
have been made between the riders 
who annually ride both Grand Prixs. 

An assessment of this year's race 
came from an unidentified rider 
picking up his buddy's 2%4-foot-tall 
trophy. Asked where his friend 
was—why he couldn't pick the trophy 
up himself—the rider answered, ''He's 
in the back of the van, trying to finish 
dying.” O 
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WINNING TECHNIQUES? 


ROSPE 


Wherein a grossly overpaid 
contributor reveals the 
secrets of winning 

motocross 


By T.J. McCarthy, 
writing for Erik the Old 


It is thought that today's econo-racer, 1 
often referred to as the little guy, no 
longer stands a chance to win in the 
world of motocross—even at the local 
tracks—due to the introduction of 
modern factory replica bikes. These 
bikes are available at a price affordable 
only by a few of the more affluent, if 
less talented, local racers. The fact that 
one man, who is older and more senile 
than most people can even believe, is 
still winning, or at least placing in 
most races he enters, should serve as 
an inspiration to all us little guys who 
think we'll never have a chance to beat 
the local hot-shoes. 

Who can this strange, lecherous, old 
creature be? Who is this senile villain 
who hasn't had a holeshot in the last f 
20 years, but who consistently shows 
up riders 60 to 80 years his junior! His 
name is Erik the Old, and he frequents 
the obscure tracks of the obscure state ? 
of Illinois, where he terrorizes and in- n 
timidates the local hot-shoes with 
reckless abandon. 

DIRT BIKE, in its relentless efforts to 
help out the underdog riders, namely 
you, the reader, flushed out Erik and 
got him to reveal, in his own words, 
some of his darkest secrets for winning 
races. At any cost. 


* k k 


OK, so you know that you've got more 
riding talent than those other clowns at 
the track who keep winning every 
week, but you’re stuck with a four- 
year-old bike and a small budget to 


Illustration by David Folkman 


keep it running? No problem. It’s still 
possible to win on an old, and basically 
stock bike, as long as you’re willing to 
throw any sense of fair play you may 
have right out the window. Keep 
telling yourself: good riding beats trick 
hardware anyday. 

The first thing you gotta consider is 
that you can’t win unless you finish. 
On a limited budget, this means 
cutting corners all the way. Don’t 
worry if the handlebars you've welded 
together 17 times look a little shabby. 
Are bungee cords holding your seat to 
the frame? You're using baling wire for 
the front brake cable? So what? As long 
as it holds together for two 45-minute 
motos, who the hell cares as long as 
you win? 

At this point, I suggest you forget 
everything you ever read about safety- 
wiring your nuts and bolts together. 
My theory is, if it can't be pop-riveted, 
or welded together, you probably don't 
need it anyway. 

And for chrissakes, don't worry 
about all this long-travel suspension 
BS the magazines constantly harp 
about. The biggest obstacle you have to 
worry about on the track is fallen 
riders, and if you follow my in- 
structions, most of those will be be- 
hind you. If you do run into one, how- 
ever, and you remember to wheelie in 
time, four inches of travel in the rear is 
plenty. 


So now it's race day. Remember, ten 
minutes of psyching is worth its 
weight in holeshots. Get to the track 
early, and constantly wander through 
the pits. Chuckle derisively at anyone 
foolish enough to be race-tuning his 
bike at this late time. Keep in mind 
that the beginning and intermediate 
riders are your friends, since they don’t 
have the expertise or cunning to beat 
you. Think of them as your allies vs. 
the track hot-shoes, especially the 
shop-sponsored riders foolish enough 
to believe they are headed for bigger 
and better on the National circuit. 
There are, of course, exceptions: those 
rare Bob Hannahs who crop up now 
and again and screw up these theories 
royally. However, these types of riders 
are few and far between, and will in- 
deed make the National circuit fast 
enough that you won't really look all 
that bad. 

It is unbelievably simple to psych 
out your average hot-shoe. Be seen well 
before the race starts, lifting huge 
amounts of styrofoam weights, then 
locking them away in your van or 
trailer before they can be examined. 
Stop at the pit next to the hot-shoe’s 
and discuss in disgusting detail your 
last date with his sister. This is unbe- 
lievably crass, but strangely effective. 


. But the most effective way to deal with 


the best rider at any given race is to 
sideswipe his van on the way to the 


track; by the time he gets it out of the 
ditch, the first moto should be well 
under way. 

The most important thing to keep in 
mind is: No Shot Is Too Cheap. WhileI 
would never slash a top rider's tires, I 
would think nothing of chaining his 
bike to the nearest tree. I have found 
that locksmiths are only slightly less 
impossible to obtain for house calls 
than a doctor. And you'll be needing 
that doctor if you are dumb enough to 
get caught in the act. Of course, the 
hot-shoe's girlfriend is particularly vul- 
nerable. Little imagination is needed to 
use her to rile the boy beyond reason, 
far past the point when the gate drops. 

Speaking of which: You're lined up 
waiting for the start. What can you, 
Joe-Average-Rider, do? Anything, as 
long as it's low-down and dirty. Re- 
member, you're here to win, not to bea 
nice sweetheart of a guy. Distract as 
many riders as possible after the 30- 
second warning, and you'll be improv- 
ing your start by a helluva lot. An assis- 
tant who is willing to throw smoke 
bombs and/or ignited flares at or near 
the other riders can be invaluable. The 
key word here is timing. 

After the start, you'll want to leave 
as many riders on the ground at the 
first turn as possible. To do this, line 
up on the outside at the gate, and head 
for the inside line on the first turn. Oh 
sure, some zombie with trophies on 
the brain will centerpunch you doing 
this maneuver sooner or later, but it's. 
worth the risk in the long run. That 
move alone should leave at least half 
the field tangled up on the ground for 
ten minutes or so, since multiple fist- 
fights are very common at this point. 


OK, so there are 30 riders tangled up 
in the first turn behind you, now what? 
Simple: Be the last one to shut off the 
throttle in every turn. And stay off the 
brakes. This takes a certain amount of 
skill, courage, and sometimes down- 
right stupidity, but there's no way 
around it. Any and all riders who fall in 
front of you during this maneuver are 
fair game to be used as berms, and in 
fact are usually better than any existing 
earth berms. Keep your engine at high 
revs to drown out all screams of pain. 
Always remember, it's you or them, 
and to hell with them. 

It's worth mentioning again, that 
when I refer to ‘‘them,’’ I mean the 
really annoying hot riders who win 
again and again at each track, putting 
local amateurs needlessly to shame. As 
long as you restrict your battle to these 
guys, everybody else will be cheering 
for you—win, lose or draw. But just 
screw up one other econo-racer, and 
then you're in big trouble. I don't think 
Ineed to elaborate on the ways the 
local fans can extract revenge on you 
for goofing on their personal favorite. A 
six-pack in the face, whether you're 


wearing goggles or not, can end a race 
prematurely for even the best of us. 

Following all the above advice, you 
will now find yourself in the lead. By 
all means, slide erratically through the 
turns, and don't hesitate to behave 
dangerously squirrelly on the straights. 
Most hot-shoes, fearing for their lives, 
will gladly let you win the moto at this 
point, figuring to pull a holeshot in the 
second moto and take the overall win. 
This sort of defeatist attitude will win 
you more than your fair share of 
trophies. For those who are determined 
to try to pass you in the corners any- 
way, drastic measures are called for. 
Make a flat-tracker-type full-lock slide 
in the corners, and try to give the im- 
pression that you may highside at any 
time, cleaning out six or seven other 
riders with you. This will cause even 
the most extreme diehard to back off 
and rethink the whole screwy situation, 
by which time you should have taken 
the checkered flag. If you don't, you 
obviously haven't been paying 
attention up to this point. 


Now, if you've followed the above 
guidelines, by this time you should 
have taken both motos and the overall 
win. Immediately jump off the bike 
and engage the trophy girl in a long and 
passionate embrace, grinning lecher- 
ously before and after the act. If you're 
successful in this gambit, the trophy 
girl will look forward to seeing no one 
else but you next week, whether 
you've won or not. Swooning trophy 
girls are the mark of a true winner from 
coast to coast. 

If you haven't won, now what? Re- 
read this article very closely, and find 
out where you screwed up. As Vic 
Kraut would say, if you haven't won 
after reading this article, God doesn't 
want you to win. However, if you did 
win: 

Gloat. Endlessly, ceaselessly, 
without fear of retaliation. Ask the hot- 
shoe's fiancee out for a night on the 
town. Make obscure statements about 
the reliability of factory replica bikes, 
with a particular slur on the people 
sponsored to ride them. Above all, be 
shameless. You won, remember? 
Everybody else is now a has-been or 
also-ran. But if you lost: 

So what? There's always next week. 
But, get to that trophy girl before the 
winner does, treating her like your per- 
sonal property. This can be not only 
unnerving to the winner, but down- 
right infuriating. Don't protest his 
taking a swing at you until the local 
police arrive and are ready to take a 
sworn statement. Above all, never bea 
good loser, unless, of course, a fellow 
econo-racer by some fluke should 
happen to have won. In which case 
congratulate him heartily, while 
cursing him silently. After all, he will 
be buying the beer tonight, right? O 
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A Phantom Duck Public Service Bulletin 


HOW TO 
RESUSCITATE A 
BLUNT-NOSED LIZARD 


Follow the easy step-by-step directions, 
then call the BLM for advice 


Because so much land has been taken away from the bikers under the guise of protecting rare and endangered species, 
The Phantom Duck of the Desert would like to present this emergency lizard revival bulletin. Perhaps, somewhere, 
someday, someone will see one of these adorable little creatures in trouble and know what to do. 


2:— 
Shake out lizard. 


1:— 
Scoop lizard from 
pool. 


4:— 

Apply mouth to 
mouth resuscita- 
tion to lizard's 
mouth, breathing 
slowly and force- 
fully. 


3:— 

Massage lizard's torso, apply- 
ing on and off pressure, 
directly behind front legs. 


Next month, a full report on the lengthy BLM/Phantom Duck trial that's been an ongoing thing in Federal Court. Until then, let's 
keep the pressure on. Send your buck to The Phantom Duck of the Desert Legal Attack Fund. 
The Phantom Duck of the Desert 
7896 Kempster Ave. 
Fontana, California 92335 
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First of all, it goes without saying they’re tough. Just like Tripes, LaPorte, and 
all the other riders pictured on this page, Bob has spent countless hours ex- 
ercising and developing a nutritionally well-balanced diet. Nothing terribly un- 
usual about that. 

But what makes these riders consistent motocross winners is not brawn. It’s 
brains. It’s the smarts to know not just how to exercise, but how to give them- 
selves the edge over the competition. And that comes right down to the vita- 
‘mins they take. 


PRESENTING A NEW CONCEPT IN VITAMINS. 
HOLESHOT SUPER PRO I & II. 


Our line of vitamins and nutritional supplements have been specially formu- 


lated for motocross riders. That's why Hannah takes them. And Marty Smith. 


And Croft. And Shultz. 


You see, SUPER РКО 1 & II has been specially formulated to replace many ot 

the essential elements you burn up when racing or practicing. Like Vitamin C 

or the B-complex vitamins. 

And they contain bee pollen, the one natural supplement available which con- 
tains all of the 22 mineral elements found in the human system. Bee pollen is 

| 


HOLESHOT products аге a line of natural food supple- Mail to: 

ments and megavitamins specially formulated for motocross 2 

participants. A one-month supply of SUPER PRO I & SU- P.D.Q 

PER PRO Il is now available for only $19.95, plus $1.50 for APIS A 
pte о a od 
‘Enclosed is my check or money order for month(s) Windham, OH 44288 


isupply of HOLESHOT SUPER PRO I апа HOLESHOT SU- 


|PER PRO II (at $19.95 per month). 


| МАМЕ 
| ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


Make check or money order payable to Motocross Nutrition Ltd. Ohio residents add 4% sales 
tax. If this is your first order, please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 


ME n aan im а ка em adl 


A few insights into | 
Bob Hannahs insides. 


a better source of protein than meat, cheese or eggs, and is 
the richest food substance in nature. 


Unlike most vitamins, we use only the purest, most natural 
ingredients, with no artificial or synthesized additives. And 
HOLESHOT vitamins are time released, so your body has 
time to absorb all of the vitamin instead of passing the ex- 
cess off as waste. 


WHEN IT COMES TO PREPPING, OUR 
CUSTOMERS START ON THE INSIDE AND 


WORK THEIR WAY OUT. 


Our regular customers read like a who's who 
of motocross. Weinert. Mosier. Rex Staten. 
Mickey Boone. Warren Reid. Gary Semics. 
Mickey Kessler. Steve Wise. Pat Moroney. 
And more. 


They use SUPER PRO I & II for one reason 
and one reason only: No other vitamin can 
provide a better source of energy, stamina, 
and pure strength during a motocross event. 
And that's a pretty powerful insight. Order 
yours today. 


B odes 


Ари 


ж fibi, 
р". 
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Hannah,Weinert And Wise Go For The Gold 


оме 


With special thanks to Dick Miller for all the photographic assistance 


They say that the Superdome in New 
Orleans is big enough to put the Super- 
bowl inside of it and still have room 
left over for a Hungarian wedding and 
two car washes. 

While we can’t comment on that, we 
can say that no structure around was 
capable of containing the excitement 
generated by the high energy level of 
racing on June 2nd. 

All of the prime characters were pres- 
ent: Hurricane Bob Hannah, who was 
not only trying to wrap up yet another 
Supercross title, but was also trying 
desperately to salvage some strength in 
a shrinking left forearm. He broke 
several small bones in his hand a few 
weeks back and was forced to wear a 


. cast, cutting it off only for the weekend 


races. A decent placing at the Super- 
dome would wrap it up for him. Aggra- 
vating the injury might cost him the 
title. 

Weinert, the Fox. He was not only 
lurking in the number-two slot of the 
points race, but was using his 
psych-out powers to the limit. Jimmy 
has a way of getting to his competition 
that they can't quite handle. His glib 
tongue and sharp wit unnerve them 
and disarm them at the same time. 

Tripes. The rider with all the talent 
and the off-on switch of desire. When 
he wants to win, he can. When he's 
lazy, the water truck can lap him. 

The soldiers: LaPorte, strong and 


ready. Howerton, eager and consistent.. 


Smith, hungry and desperate for a good 
showing. It's been a long, dry spell for 
Marty. And to make it tougher, he's 
had to ride inferior equipment. It's no 
secret that Team Honda is extremely 
uptight and griping about the bikes. 
Contrary to popular opinion, most of 
the riders are herding modified CRs 
around. Many of them modified at 
their own expense. 

Mosier: Sharp, untouchable when 


After the fox 
By Rick Sieman 


Jimmy Weinert slams down to earth 
after a 68-foot leap off the smaller of the 
two jumps at the Superdome. Take a 
close look at his saddle. There are rows 
of wrinkles in the covering, yet his 
knees are way up on the tank. Only one 
logical answer appears: The entire rear 
section of Jimmy's works 250 Uni-Trak 
Kawasaki is flexing from the impact. 
This is happening in spite of a strong 
frame made with the finest materials 
available. It stunningly illustrates the 
loads a modern-day MXer must take. 


he's hot, and eager for another splash of 
the limelight. In practice, he looked as 
sharp as he's ever been. 

Bell: Long, tall and lanky, and al- 
ways a threat on a stadium track. He's 
usually stronger in the last few laps 
than in the beginning, and can swoop 
on a tired rider with no warning. 

Staten. Let Rocket Rex get into the 
lead and few riders can get by him. 
Even though he's uncomfortable on a 
250, he can get fired up and forget to 
shut off for anything. That makes him 
dangerous to be near in the turns. It 
also makes him a crowd-pleaser and a 
very real threat. 

Then you have the privateers and the 


hot, young riders. Any one ое can 
get a burr under their leathers and go 
absolutely whacko. 

Practice drew more than a few shak- 
ing heads. Two jumps on the track 
were ultra-long. One of them|was also 
high. It was here that Tommy Croft 
sailed off the big jump and stopped 
dead when his Uni-Trak Kawasaki 
sheared a cantilever shaft pin} Tommy 
continued over the bars and was carted 
off in the meat wagon, but came out of 
it more shaken than hurt. 

Heat races were predictably won by 
Weinert, Hannah, Mosier and Wise. 
Other top riders had to go to the semis 
to make the final. 

We saw Hannah before the|main, and 
he was wracked with pain. He quipped, 
before forcing a glove over his heavily 
bandaged hand, ''Well, I guess I ought 
to let the old man (Weinert) win one 
now and then. I'll settle for somewhere 
in the top ten. That'll give me enough 
points for the Supercross title.'’ 

When the gate fell, Hannah blasted 
over the backward-falling -style 
gate and lurched into the lead, but 
strangely, by the first turn, he was in 
almost dead last place. It was almost as 
if he didn’t want the responsibility of 
maintaining a hot and heavy leading 
pace. 

Immediately after the riders 
funneled through that dangerous first 
turn, Weinert snagged the lead. It was a 
typical Jammin’ Jimmy holeshot spe- 
cial. And when he's in Wear he's hard 
to pass. 

Young Steve Wise got on his tail and 
hooked it like a madman. Мо wonder; 
during a break in the action, Larry 
Huffman, the announcer, told the huge 
crowd at the Superdome that it was 
Wise's birthday and got everyone to 
sing Happy Birthday to the wide-eyed 
Honda second-string rider. Even his 
fellow competitors sang along and 
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Jimmy Weinert before the main event.. 


. and after. What you're looking at here is 


the all-new, improved version of the Jammer. Older, calmer and more controlled. 
He's in the best physical condition of his life right now and is a new force to be 
reckoned with. Even though Weinert bobbled and ended up with second, it was a 
moral victory. He definitely had young Wise's number. 


Hannah was the mystery man of the Superdome. Nursing a broken clutch hand, he 
sawed his cast off moments before practice. In his heat, he disappeared from the 
field and looked like the Hannah of legend. However, we saw the pain lining his 
face in the pits afterward and wondered how he could even ride. Bob got a sixth for 
the day, clinching the Supercross title yet another time. 


applauded at the end. 

By the time the gate dropped, Wise's 
eyeballs were the size of two grape- 
fruits and he went wild. At the mid 
part of the race, Wise actually got by 
Weinert in a clean pass. Then Weinert, 
charging back, swooped on Wise. The 
crowd went nuts! Lap after lap, those 
two went at it, hammer and tongs. The 
young kid and the old pro. 

Near the end of the race, with less 
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than two laps to go, Weinert bobbled 
and stalled his works KX in a slow 
turn, allowing Wise to slip by. There 
was not enough time for Jimmy to play 
catch-up and he had to settle for 
second. 

Wise was ecstatic. Weinert hada 
moral victory. Hannah finished in the 
top ten and got enough points to be de- 
clared the Supercross Series winner. He 
looked very haggard after the race. 


Young Steve Wise gave the Team 
Honda dry spell a welcome winning 
shower. After a long battle with the Old 
Man of Motocross, Wise took advan- 
tage of a small slip-up by Weinert and 
nudged by. To cap things off, this was 
also Wise: s birthday. The crowd ate it 
up. 


. Mid-air bumping was common at the 
New Orleans Dome..Not because of any 
flaw in the track design, but because 
there were always several different 
lines to every jump and every corner. 
Most riders agreed, it was the best 
track layout they'd seen in a long time. 


When Weinert got the microphone, 
he had the presence of mind to credit 
his comeback to reading DIRT BIKE 
Magazine. See? Bribery does pay. 

Three riders went home satisfied: 
Hannah, Wise and Weinert. The rest of 
them made plans for the next stadium 
event. The Superbowl. Eighty-seven 
thousand people will be waiting to see 
a healthy Hannah battle a hungry 
Weinert and a wide-eyed Wise. 0 


ali Re er oe 


As with most stadium events, the start at the Dome was all-important. Notso m 


first-turn confrontation. 


es. Adi t ASN Y 
A pensive Rex Staten before the main. He pulled an easy trans- 
fer in his heat race, then made the fatal mistake of changing 
his gearing before the final. This move gave him a solid last 
into the first turn. Rex appears to be out of place on a 250, even 
one as potent as the Yamaha works bike. The big 420 is more 
his cup of ERG. 


— à 


RESULTS: 


Main event: — 1. Steve Wise (Hon), 2. Jimmy Weinert (Kaw), 3. 
Mike Bell (Yam), 4. Warren Reid (Hon), 5. Marty Tripes (Hon), 6. 
Bob Hannah (Yam), 7. Gary Semics (Hon), 8. Danny LaPorte 
(Suz), 9. Jeff Ward (Kaw), 10. Kent Howerton (Suz), 11 Scott 
Gillman (Suz), 12. Rex Staten (Yam), 13. Jim Gibson (Hon), 14. 
Michael Kessler (Yam), 15. John Savitski (Yam), 16. Steve Martin 
(Yam), 17. Mark Gregson (Yam), 18. Kippy Pierce (C-A), 19. 
Robert Handy (Hon), 20. Mark Rakestraw (Hon), 21. Michael 
Guerra (Hus), 22. John Joyner (Hon), 23. Darren Rhoten, (Hon), · 
24. Darrell Shultz (Suz). 


Consolation: — 1. Steve Martin (Yam), 2. Todd Perkins (Yam), 3. 
Mike Twigg (Yam), 4. Troy Bradshaw (Yam), 5. Greg Theiss - 
(Yam). 


Series Points Standings: — 1. Bob Hannah (253), 2. Jimmy 
Weinert (183), 3. Steve Wise (166), 4. Mike Bell (165), 5. Marty 


Tripes (132), 6. Danny LaPorte (128), 7. Warren Reid (122), 8. 


Gaylon Mosier (108), 9. Gary Semics (104), 10. Kent Howerton 
(102), 11. Marty Smith (97), 12. Darrell Shultz (82), 13. Tommy 
Croft (77), 14. Rick Burgett (76), 15. Rex Staten (62), 16. John 
Savitski (52), 17. Frank Stacy (51), 18. Mickey Boone/ Scott Gill- 
man (46), 20. Mark Barnett (45). 
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`, Team Dirt Bike Tackles The Greenhorn Enduro - 
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Now I know what it feels like to be the 
guy on the team who misses the 
winning basket in the final seconds of 
the big game. Or the boxer who goes 
into the ring for a shot at glory, only to 
get his lights blown out in the first 
round. 

You see, I was the one who let Team 
DIRT BIKE down in the 33rd Annual 
Greenhorn Enduro. Lordy, but we had 
a killer team assembled. Gary Wood- 
ling, our enduro consultant/tester, was 
our number one man on the team. He's 
an excellent timekeeper and currently 
holds the Number One plate for enduro 
riding in District 37. 

Our second slot was filled by Nate 
Sciacqua (pronounced Sciacqua). Nate 
actually won the Greenhorn overall a 
few years back on a clapped-out 
Yamaha DT something-or-other. 

Bringing up the rear (third man on 
the team) was yours truly, the old DB 
editor, in the best riding shape of his 
life. To get ready for the 'Horn, Gary, 
Nate and I spent lots of time riding up 
in the mountains. 

To ensure a finish with no 
mechanical problems, we all picked 
new test bikes noted for reliability. 
Gary rode last month's test XR500. For 
some reason, he fell in love with the 
bike and didn't even want to make any 
modifications to it. We offered him 
trick shocks, forks, tires and other as- 
sorted goodies, but he wanted to ride 
the XR in bone, stone-stock trim. I felt 
sorry for him, as the machine weighed 
out at the 300-pound mark, full of gas 
and various oils, on the incredibly ac- 
curate and rust-free DIRT BIKE scales. 
That's alot of weight to horse around 
for two solid days of riding. But Gary 
kept on saying, ‘‘I know it'll finish. 
And if I leave it alone, nothing will 
break. Trick stuff is OK for a short ride, 
but this one is going to be over 400 
miles.'' 

Nate was talked into parking his rat 
YZAOOD. He babbled about our test 
IT400, saying that it was beautiful. Just 
about any bike is beautiful to Nate, as 
his machines always look like the 
jowls of a rabid wart hog. As the IT had 
alot of miles on it, we went through 
the bike carefully and replaced the bad- 
ly worn tires. Suspension was left 
stock. 

My choice of mounts was wide. 
Should I go for a very light bike of 
medium displacement? Like a 175 PE 
or IT? Nope. At 200-plus pounds of 
bodyweight, I had visions of pushing a 
small bike up a long, steep hill. 

An open class machine would be the 
answer, but which one? The IT was on 
the heavy side. And, whatever I rode 
had to at least appear street-legal. That 
left out all the MXers. In the end, I 
picked a Can-Am 370 Qualifier. That 
appeared to be the best all-around 
mount for my needs. We had one in for 


a test and everyone liked the 250 we 
had some time before. Wow! Light and 
agile like the 250, but with the 
snorting power of a big bike. 

To play it safe, I took the 370 Q-ship 
out for a few hours of riding in the 
hills, broke it in and got to understand 
how it worked. After that session, the 
only changes made, were the 
following: The front tire was removed 
and a 3.00x21 Metzeler was wrapped 
around the Sun rim. Bars were changed 
to allow an Enduro Jug to be attached 
to the crossbar. A Can-Am accessory 
tool bag was installed behind the 
saddle on the frame loop. Oakley grips 
were slipped on. An optional Can-Am 
speedo/odometer was installed (about 
a $45 item], and everything else was 
left standard. 

Oh yes. Each member on the team 
also attached the street-legal hardware 
on all bikes, like an 89-cent squeeze 
horn and a mirror pointing straight 
down to the ground. Luckily, all three 
bikes were sporting headlights, 
taillights and spark arrestors. 


Saturday morning 

On Saturday, May 19, we rode a few 
short miles from Nate's house to the 
start line of the Greenhorn, in the city 
of Pasadena. Bikes, vans, trucks and 
people were everywhere. We milled 
around the start area and rather quickly 
picked up on the rumors. The word 
was: ''Cool it through town on the way 
to the mountains. '' The California 
Highway Patrol was on the prowl and 
busting riders right and left for minor 
infractions. 

Some of the riders with marginal ex- 
haust systems looked nervous. I felt 
comfortable, knowing that the 
Can-Am had the quietest exhaust sys- 
tem around. Period. Quieter than most 
street bikes, even. Our Honda XR was 
whisper-quiet, too, with that huge 
muffler hanging out like a loaf of bread. 
We shared some concern about the IT. 
The bark from the exhaust was not 
pleasing, probably because the 
machine had so many miles on it. 

The entry seemed down this year 
over previous 'Horns. Lots of this was 
caused by the now-notorious gas 
crunch. Many more riders were turned 
off by the way the Pasadena Motor- 
cycle Club had the run planned and 
laid out. 

From the city of Pasadena, the first 
day would take the riders over the 
Angeles Forest Mountains way down 
into the Mojave Desert and end at 
Rabbit Dry Lake in the barren Lucerne 
Valley. 

From there, the riders and support 
crews would have to pack everything 
up and shift their base of operations to 
start the next day at Anderson Dry 
Lake, some distance away. And, 
according to the crudely drawn maps 


supplied to the riders, the event would 
also end out in the same area, way out 
in the middle of nówhere. This made 
logistics a nightmare and meant that a 
rider without an elaborate support 
crew, simply could not ride the event. 
Why the Pasadena M.C. chose to create 
this hardship on the riders is beyond 
us. Whatever. 

The DB team left on the 68th minute 
and motored lazily through the quiet 
streets of Pasadena. The fourth rider on 
our number was one of our regular test 
riders, John Rudder, on a PE175 
Suzuki. Only three riders can make a 
team, but as many as four can be 
assigned to each minute. 

Before we got into the hills, we saw 
small clusters of riders being hassled by 
the CHP boys, doing their very best to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the day. The 
last CHP sentry we passed was situated 
at a stop sign. When I pulled up next to 
him, he gave me the steely-eyed look of 
justice. I clutched the Can-Am, blipped 
the throttle a few times and grinned in- 
side, as the Can-Am emitted no more 
noise than a burping field mouse. 

Nate was nowhere around with the 
loud IT. Later, he slipped out of an 
alley and back on to the road. No 
chances taken. 

We soon forgot about the policia 
once we got off the cement and into the 
dirt. The base of the Angeles Moun- 
tains is truly beautiful, with shady 
trees and winding fireroads twisting 
their way all the way to the top. 

Unfortunately, we didn't have much 
time to enjoy the view, because the 
first 76 miles called for a 30 mph 
average. Now, 30 mph may not sound 
like such a hard average to maintain on 
fireroads, but in actuality, it'sa 
genuine grind. There wasn't much in 
the way of straights and most of the 
fireroads had an eye-opening drop-off 
on one side or the other. 

The riding consisted of second gear 
for the corner, back to third for a quick 
blast on the throttle, then back to 
second for the next corner. No place to 
rest and the bike had to be constantly 
worked from side to side. Riders who 
maintained a comfortable pace, soon 
found themselves falling minutes be- 
hind. To stay on time, riders had to 
work the edges of the fireroads and 
knife the hot line through the corners. 
Half of the time, riders were correcting 
a slide and sawing at the bars. 

As the sun started climbing in the 
sky, it hit the dust hanging in the air 
and made vision tough. Often, the 
trees would overhang the fireroads like 
a tunnel, with streaks of sunlight 
arcing through breaks in the foliage 
like a searchlight. When riders 
emerged from this condition of 
dappled, dust-filled light into clear, 
blinding sunlight, pupils must have 
been slamming open and shut like reed 
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valves in a road racer. 

Compounding things, nice little 
streams wandered in and out of the 
forest, crossing the fireroads at various 
places. Whoever carved those roads 
through the mountains must have 
worried about the possible erosion by 
those streams to the roads, so smooth 
cement slabs were put there for the 
water to run over. 

Now, picture this, if you will. Here's 
a smooth concrete slab, maybe 20 feet 
square, with a stream continuously 
running over it. Eventually, a certain 
amount of moss and other slippery 
green stuff will accumulate on the sur- 
face. Then, as vehicles wend ove: the 
roads, a bit of dirt is added to the water, 
creating mud. So, now you have 
slippery green stuff with a layer of mud 
on top of it. All you need to add to this 
mixture for some real yucks, is a rider 
on a motorcycle, partially blinded by 

dappled sunlight and dust-laden air, en- 
tering that innocent-looking stream 
completely sideways at 35 miles per 
hour. 

And that's what happened to me. 
One moment, I was churning out of a 
turn, through a tunnel of tree limbs, 
and the next millisecond I was stark 
sideways on that wet, slippery cement 
slab, throwing up two giant, watery 
roostertails. The Can-Am shot off the 
edge of that slab in a full-lock slide and 
blasted into the deep part of the 
stream, killing two carp and seriously 
injuring a small brown trout. Both bike 
and rider emerged from the stream 
visibly shaken, but unhurt. 

Greater caution was extended for the 
balance of the fireroads. 

After descending the mountain range 
that we'd climbed, a fast 42, mph aver- 
age had to be maintained. Some paved 
roads helped with this and enabled 
many riders to get back near their 
minute. The only thing that worried 
me about the high speeds on the paved 
sections, was running out of gas. The 
Can-Am was using gas at a prodigious 
rate. I'd had to use one emergency gas 
check and still arrived at the first gas 
check nearly bone dry. 

We'd been told that the 370 Qualifier 
had a three-gallon tank. Not so, as we 
later found out that 2.6 gallons was 
more like it. Because the Can-Am 
could run comfortably at 85-plus miles 
per hour on the paved stuff, we were 
able to get back on time. Once back on 
schedule, there was time to stop and 
check the gas situation. 

Panic! 

To keep from running dry, I set an 
easy pace to try and reach the second 
emergency gas stop at 104.2 miles. The 
Can-Am hiccupped once and ran bone 
dry 100 yards from that emergency gas 
check, and we coasted in the rest of the 
way in neutral. 

After taking on a bit less than a gal- 
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lon of pre-mix, I headed back out on 
the fast paved roads and tried to make 
up the time and get back with the 
riders on my number. Back up to 85- 
plus again, all tucked in like a road 
racer, I was glad that the tires were 
running higher than normal pressure. 
To keep from getting flats, all of our 
team ran at least 18 pounds, front and 
rear, with Gary Woodling running 25 
front and rear in his XR. 

As the fence posts whizzed by and 
the white line in front of me unreeled 
like a giant roll of tape, I kept an eye on 
the mileage. The second gas check 
was supposed to be at 124.5 miles. The 
road got a bit curvy and a few cars 
dotted the asphalt up ahead. The Can- 
Am whispered by, startling some 
drivers a bit, as the orange blur snapped 
them out of their near-hypnotic four- 
wheeled state. 

The road straightened out again, and 
I decided to see just how fast the Can- 
Am could go, with the stock gearing. 
All the way down on the tank with the 
knees tucked in...87...88...90... 
91...the needle started to stabilize at 
what looked like 92. It was hard to tell 
exactly. Everything was blurry... the 
highway looked very narrow at this 
speed. 

Ibacked it down to 85 again and 
checked the mileage. 134.5!!! What 
happened? A moment later, I heard a 
light ping come from the engine and 
clutched in to play it safe. I rolled off 
the road to the shoulder after slowing 
down, and stopped. The engine was 
dead. 

It's funny how strange it is to have 
no sound around you after being sur- 
rounded by the sound of your bike for a 
long period of time. A check at the gas 
tank proved my worst fears. Bone dry! 

What I couldn't understand was why 
I never saw the gas check. Even though 
I was flying down the road, I had seen 
no evidence of vehicles of any sort 
parked off to the side. 

Desperation time. I started waving to 
the riders who would occasionally pass 
by, hoping that one would stop and I 
could talk him out of gas, but knowing 
that none would. A few cars and trucks 
went by. I waved at them, too. Finally, 
about 15 minutes later, a Jeep trundled 
into view with a bright red gas can 
strapped to the carrier. I waved like a 
lunatic and jumped up and down 
wildly. 

The Jeep pulled over and the driver 
asked: ''What's goin’ on? What are all 
these bikes doing?" 

I explained as best I could that this 
was an enduro and that I was out of gas. 
He looked puzzled: ''You mean it's 
like a hillclimb, or something? You 
know, I used to have mea 
Harley-Davis back some years ago. Do 
over a hunnert and twenny in second 
gear. What kind of bike is that? 


Can-Am what?” 

When a man is desperate, he'll resort 
to trickery. ''It's made by Harley," I 
said. '"This is the latest design. Great 
bike. I sure do love Harleys. Yup. CanI 
buy some gas off of you? If I don't win 
this here hillclimb, it's possible that a 
non-Harley could win instead.” 

That did it. He whipped the can off 
in record time and poured two gallons 
of the most beautiful stuff I've ever 
seen in my dry tank. 

It was then I realized that the 370 
Qualifier did not have oil injection. 
Uh-oh. ''Say, partner. Do you have any 
kind of oil with you that I could buy? 
Any kind? Gear oil? ATF? Anything?'' 

‘Море. All'sIgot is some gun oil. 
And just a little runt can of that." 

I waved some dollars at him, ''I'll 
buy it."' 

He produced a can about the size of 
one of those tiny things they oil sewing 
machines with. It held less than a half- 
ounce of two-weight gun-lubricating 
oil. Well, what the hell. It was better 
than nothing. Not much better, mind 
you. 

Irattled off some numbers in the 
back of my pea brain and as close as I 
could figure, I was now running about 
800 to 1 pre-mix. With gun oil? This 
called for more discretion. I felt—at 


this point—that it might be unwise to ` 


run 'er back up to 85 mph or so. 

Well, nothing ventured, etc. 

I poked off down the road again, stop- 
ping every few miles to let the engine 
cool off. After another six miles, it was 
back into the trails again and up and 
down narrow razorbacks. To get up 
some of those hills, I had to rev the en- 
gine fairly high. Shudder. I had visions 
of that poor Can-Am engine melting 
and turning into one solid piece for- 
ever. However, it chugged right along, 
like it didn't seem to make any 
difference. 

To save the engine, I'd shut it off and 
coast down any and all hills in neutral. 
This was a mistake. There was this one 
hill that was soooo steep (how steep 
was it?), sooo steep that I couldn't see 
the bottom. As I silently rolled down 
this gawdawful hill with ever-in- 
creasing speed, I noticed that it was 
crisscrossed with deep rain ruts. One of 
the deepest loomed up. I twisted the 
throttle to lift the front wheel over the 
rut—only to realize too late that the 


engine was shut off and I was in neutral. 


The wheel dropped in and the front 
of the bike stopped all forward motion 
immediately. But not the back half. 
Oh, no. It continued right on over and 
catapulted me through the air at an 
awesome rate of speed. 

It's funny how much you can see 
from a great height. Everything is so 
clear and all the things on the ground 
look so small from way up there. The 
wind whistled by my helmet. Ah yes, 
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my helmet. I would need that in a 
moment. 

Whuump!!! Blinding flash of light. 
Pain and agony. 

You know, there comes a time in 
every enduro rider’s life, when he just 
doesn’t care how late he is. Nothing 
becomes more important than taking 
the time out to see if all your parts are 
still there. A quick inventory of the 
number of functioning (or semi-func- 
tioning) limbs is the first thing on your 
mind. 

As luck would have it, everything 
was there, but most of it was rapidly 
changing color. The bike was OK, 
suffering nothing more than a torn grip 
and some scratches. Getting it out of 
the rain rut took most of my remain- 
ing energy. Once the bike was out, I 
laid it flat on the ground and sat down 
on the side of the saddle. It’s at mo- 
ments like these when you wonder, 
why-oh-why do you ever ride motor- 
cycles. It doesn’t make any sense at all. 
It costs money. And a fellow could get 
hurt. 

Some time later, I looked at my 
watch and realized that I was sadly be- 
hind schedule. So, pain or no pain, the 
DB Enduro Team could not be let 
down. The Can-Am fired up amazingly 
easily and I wobbled off down the trail, 
cursing silently, but fluently. 

Luckily, about 15 miles down the 
road (’scuse me; off-road), I spotted 
some spectators, and one of them had 
an enormous, semi-transparent plastic 
tank mounted on his bike. And it was 
damn near full. After waving some 
dollar bills in his face and pleading 
shamelessly, I was able to borrow 
enough to fill up my tank with some 
real 20 to 1 pre-mix. The Can-Am had 
gone almost 25 miles on the 800 to 1 
gun oil mix and it deserved a treat. 

Gassed, and feeling worlds better, I 
checked the time (down about 20 
minutes) and started hooking it. I ac- 
tually got back on time (sort of) until I 
got to a deep stream crossing some- 
where around 160 miles. I'm not sure 
of the mileage, because the speedo 
cable got crimped and disabled from 
that previous endo, expiring soon after. 

Ihad a hint that the stream was bad, 
because there were about 40 dead bikes 
on the opposite bank, all of them being 
furiously kicked by sodden boots. 
Another dozen or so bikes were stuck 
in the middle of the stream. 

It wasn't a deep stream compared to 
Eastern enduros, but these were Cali- 
fornia wimps, unused to water. I 
figured it was time to let my Oklahoma 
John Zink wet enduro riding skills sur- 
face. After studying the stream for a 
while, I slipped the Can-Am into gear 
and started across. The bike got almost 
all the way across, with water lapping 
at the top of the side panels. All eyes 
were focused on the orange Qualifier, 


as virtually no one had been able to ride 
across without drowning out. About 
five feet before the edge of the water, I 
decided to crack the throttle and 
emerge from the stream in a victory 
wheelie. The right wrist nailed the 
throttle, the rear wheel spun and 
promptly dug into the deep, coarse 
sandy bottom, sinking the entire rear 
section of the bike under water. 

Even a Can-Am can't run under 
water. Air comes in right below the 
saddle. In this case, water came in. I 
joined the ranks of the dead bikes. 
Kicking did nothing, so I turned 'er up- 
side down, and drained the water out 
through the plug hole. Strange. That 
reminded me of an old Navy saying, 
about bikes and women looking all the 
same upside down and in the dark. Or 
something like that. 

After draining, the Qualifier fired 
right up and I continued down the road, 
at a somewhat reduced pace, until the 
brakes dried out. 

There wasn't enough time and dis- 
tance left to make it back to the 
minute, and I ended up at the Saturday 
finish line about 20 minutes late. Gary, 
Nate and John were all in good shape. 
Gary had only dropped seven for the 
day and Nate was right on his tail. 
John, while not on our number, had 
only dropped 14 for the day and was 
leading the 200 B class cleanly. 

I asked everybody where in the hell 
that second gas check was. They 
laughed and explained that it was 
located under the road on an off-ramp. 
While I was going too fast on the pave- 
ment, tunnel vision had totally 
eliminated the possibility of my seeing 
it. 

The next hour was spent shaping the 
bikes, drying off the riding gear and 


getting into some clean clothes. As the 
DB Team all rode for the Dirt Diggers 
Motorcycle Club, we had our transpor- 
tation taken care of in royal fashion. To 
make things simple, the Diggers had 
merely rented a giant stake bed truck 
with a hydraulic lift gate. This let us 
carry 14 bikes and all the gear and gas 
for the whole group in one enormous 
vehicle. We headed into the local 
desert hot spot, the Y Cafe, and pigged 
out to the max. 

Hamburgers, beer, good steaks and 
the rape and pillage of the salad bar put 
us in the perfect mood to sleep. After 
making campfires, swilling ale and 
telling lies, we all crawled into 
sleeping bags and piled Zs up until 
everything faded away. 


Sunday morning 

Everyone got up, stiff and aching. 
People walked around, rubbing biceps 
and thigh muscles, trying to get fried 
and hardened gloves flexible again, and 
got into riding gear that would make 
Godzilla gag. Black coffee helped. To 
get going on a Sunday morning, I 
usually have two cups of very hot, 
black coffee. One of them I drink, the 
other I pour into my shorts. 

The second day would be vastly 
different from the first day. Of that, we 
could be sure. No more tricky fireroads, 
interspersed with sections of paved 
road. Nosirree. Sunday would be nasty, 
grim, rock-riddled desert. To stay on 
time (or near it), riders would have to 
go flat-out, most of the day. To make 
things even tougher, numerous speed 
average changes were scheduled. This 
would mean that you’d have to not only 
go flat-out, but pay extra attention to 
the clock, too. Here’s what the riders 
faced: 


SUNDAY 


24 
21 
Reset— From 


Gas Available. In 
Out 


Emergency Gas 


24 
Reset-- From 
To 


24 
Reset— From 


Reset— From 
To 


Total Miles Key Time 


200.0 7:00 
209.2 7:23 
214.1 
215:5 
221:1 
242.3 
246.8 
246.8 
246.8 
252.8 
265.6 
271.0 
290.2 
300.0 
303.2 
303.2 
312:6 
314.6 
353.2 
353.2 
365.2 
367:2 
367:2 
373.2 
375:2 
37922. 
401.2 
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Yamaha DT175F 


_ LITTLE 
BIT OFIT 


Sometimes you have to buy 
what you need, not what you want 


Brrrrrrring.. . . brrrrrrrrring.. . ‘‘Hello, 
local Yamaha shop? Yeah, I was 
wondering what the prices were on a 
DT175F and an IT175F, out the door? 
Huh? ОБ, I'll wait. What? Ya’ say it's 
$1200 for the DT and $1260 for the IT? 
Well, how much of a down payment 
would it take to grab the DT? Only a 
hundred and twenty? What about 
monthly payments? Sixty a month for 
two years? Why don't ya' throw one of 
'em in the back for me, I'll be right 
over to sign the papers and ride it 
home. Thanks." . . . click! 

You just heard a conversation be- 
tween a prospective motorcycle buyer 
and a Yamaha dealer. The buyer was 
making his decision between one of the 
DT orIT Yamahas, and he went for the 
DT. 

Why? 

There are mainly two reasons. The 
first is that he has only a limited in- 
come. Working down at a 7-11 store 
after school doesn't pay a whole lot, so 
he has to think economically. Second, 
his interest lies off-road, but he also 
needs a form of transportation to and 
from work. So, he has to go with a bike 
he can putt around the city, then strip 
down and thrash on weekends. Actual- 
ly, there are many buyers in that same 
market; they need a dual-purpose bike 
that works both ways. 

Recent studies have shown that the 
second greatest sales market in motor- 
cycling lies in the dual-purpose ma- 
chine. So, for 1979, the Yamaha factory 
has gone out of their way to bring the 
DT175F up to today's standards of off- 


` road quality. 
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On the pavement, the DT is more of 
a fun play bike than a handling street 
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bike. The 171cc two-stroke engine de- 
livers decent power for around-town 
hops, and gives excellent (65 mpg in 
town) gas mileage. Oil injection is 
standard equipment, so pre-mixing is 
no problem. The basic necessities for a 
legal street machine are there: an auto- 
matic high/low-beam headlight, a 
combination tail/brake light, front and 
rear blinkers, a horn and mirror, a tach 
that redlines at 8000 rpm and a speed- 
ometer equipped with a resettable 
odometer. 

The exhaust pipe is equipped with a 
silencer that keeps the noise decibels 
down to a minimum. However, we 
don't recommend taking the DT out on 
the freeway. The engine pulls 55 mph 


at 6000 rpm, but that cuts the gasoline 
mileage in half. After about 45 minutes 
of freeway cruising, the saddle be- 
comes very uncomfortable. A set of 
numb buns can be expected within two 
more miles. It's best to leave the DT on 
the city streets. 

Off-road is where the DT really 
shines for a dual-purpose motorcycle. 
In the past, the DTs had very poor sus- 
pension for the dirt, so this year the 
whole system has been changed. The 
monoshock rear end is standard, along 
with a set of leading axle front forks. 
Both components are a bit soft for 
rough terrain, but make a woods ride 
very comfortable. The rear end mono is 
adjustable, which can help suit more 
riders' needs. 

Handling characteristics of the DT 
tend to lean toward the trail and woods 
rider, as the motorcycle responds well 
in extremely tight situations, partially 
due to its weight of 216 pounds, exact- 
ly the same as the IT Yamaha, and a 
two-inch shorter wheelbase of 53.1 
inches. 

Where the DT has its problems is in 
the sand. The trials tires won't cut it, 
and the whole machine swaps in soft 
whoops. It is very easy to find yourself 
cruising through a sandwash one 
minute, then on your nose the next. 

To get ready for the dirt, most dual- 
purpose bike owners must go through a 
ritual of stripping their motorcycle 
down. That doesn't have to be the case 
with the DT. The mirror unscrews in 
seconds, and turn signals are all 
mounted on flexible arms. We dumped 
the bike hard more than a few times, 
yet the blinkers never sustained more 
than a few scratches and a slight bend. 


Yamaha DT175F 


ENGINETYPE........ Two-stroke, air-cooled, 


reed valve 
BORE AND STROKE......... 66mm x 50mm 
DISPLACEMENT ................... 171cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY 
FACTORY) мое erm ide N/A 
САВВОВЕТІОМ .............. 24mm Mikuni 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ......... 1.8 gallons 
GAS/OILRATIO ................. Autolube 


TRANSMISSION 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 

IGNITION ................ . CDI magneto 
WHEELBASE ies 53.1 inches 
GROUND CLEARANCE......... 10.4 inches 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....... 30 degrees 
WEIGHT (CLAIMED) ........... 216 pounds 


. .Six-speed 
14/49 


INTENDED USE, MFR.......... On/off-road 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. Japan Y 
DISTRIBUTOR: х d Eg zm 
апа Motor Corp. ^ M ener vere х کو من‎ ВР. | 
6620 Orangeth 
Wat eee It’s very rare to see a decent set of leading axle forks ona 


Buena Park, California 90670 
street-legal, dual-purpose bike. Especially in the smaller 


displacement range. 


es 


Many IT engine parts are basically bred from early DT Rear mono does a surprisingly good job in the dirt. 


components. Interchangeability is easy. Just compare Evolution at work. 
bolt patterns and go to it. 

The fenders are both plastic, as are a grinding sound when pulling off the uncontrollable urge for the off-road, 
the license plate bracket and side powerband. And the brakes are typical check into one of the DT Yamahas. 
panels, so their removal is also un- Yamaha; good, but they squeak a lot. And our advice would be to leave the 
necessary. The headlight and instru- Overall, the DT175F is a pleasant bike in basically stock trim and enjoy it 
ment panels are coated in plastic shells | bike. It sheds a whole new light on dual- | as-is. Then, when you've paid it off 
that resist denting, although the metal purpose motorcycles. The motorcycle two years later, you'll have saved 
gas tank is not so fortunate in a spill. is fun, and, most important, affordable. | enough money in gas alone, to go out 

Chain tensioners and rollers are .| So, if you're one of those folks saving and buy that IT you really wanted 
stock equipment, but they tend to emit | upforaset of wheels, yet still have an anyway. O 
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Can-Am 370 Qualifier 


What is a qualifier, anyhow? 


Lots of people get confused by the dif- 
ference between a Qualifier and an en- 
duro bike. Your basic enduro bike 
should be reliable, comfortable to ride 
for long distances, maneuverable in 
tight spots, and should have lots of 
low-end and mid-range torque. It 
should also be as light as possible, 
without sacrificing reliability. A typ- 
ical enduro bike will be called upon to 
go 100 miles or more over widely vary- 
ing terrain. High top speed or lightning 
acceleration is not necessarily a virtue 
in an enduro bike. 

The Qualifier bike, on the other 
hand, must have many of the attributes 
of a motocrosser. A genuine Qualifier 
machine is built around the needs of 
the man who wants to ride in One or 
Two Day events to qualify for a spot on 
the LS.D.T. team. Not every rider 
enters a Qualifier for that reason. Many 
just like the higher level of intensity of 
the competition. 

While it's true that a typical Quali- 


‚ fier runs over basic enduro-type trails, 
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there are a number of special tests in- 
cluded. These include cross-country 
races against the clock, as well as 
timed runs through sections that great- 
ly resemble a motocross. 

Unlike a typical enduro, a Qualifier 
event does not penalize a rider for 
coming into a check early. In fact, 
most riders must come in early in order 
to perform work on their machines. 
This emphasis on speed and racing- 
type situations means that a good 
Qualifier bike should be more moto- 
crosser than enduro, yet still have the 
street-legal paraphernalia to meet the 
minimum requirements of local laws. 

In other words, a good Q-bike is 
either a hyper enduro mount, or a 
slightly detuned motocrosser. In our 
humble opinion, the best Q-bikes are 
derived from MXers, rather than the 
other way around. 
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Such a machine is the Can-Am 370 
Qualifier. Most of the bike is taken 
from last year's MX equipment, with 
specially made lights and plastic at- 
tached to complete the disguise. Some 
of the European Qualifiers are nothing 
more than out-and-out racers, with no 
changes made to the MX engines what- 
Soever. А 

Not so with the Can-Am. It’s a well- 
thought-out piece of equipment, with 
only a few minor design flaws and one 
major one. 

The chassis is basically an MX-4 
motocross unit with long-travel sus- 
pension at both ends. Marzocchi forks 
(the good ones) ride up front and gas 
Girling shocks hold the rear end up. 
While we were unimpressed with the 
gas Girlings for motocross work (See 
Jan. '79 DB, 370 MX-5 test), they doa 
respectable job for enduro and trail 
work. We wouldn't change them until 
they got tired. These are not the re- 
mote reservoir types, but have fairly 
large bodies. 

Nestling in the brilliant orange frame 


tubes, is one of the most ferocious en- 
gines around: a 370cc engine based on 
the MXer. However, this engine has 
received some very intelligent modifi- 
cations that add to its flexibility for 
woods work, yet don't detract from its 
performance as a true Qualifier 
machine. 

Heavier flywheels are found in the 
Q-bike, and a gearbox with a good low 
gear and wider spacing adds flexibility. 
The top gears have the same spacing as 
the motocrosser. We were able to walk 
alongside the 370 Q with the bike in 
low gear and the clutch out, just about 
an ideal setup for tight push-em 
situations. The jumps to second and 
third are well placed and the rider will 
never find a gap in the gearbox that will 
keep him out of the fat part of the 
power curve. 

While we were pleased with the 
low-end power of the Can-Am the first 
time we rode the bike, it was still off in 
sheer grunt compared to an IT400. The 
next time we rode the bike, however, 
we removed the outer foam filter that 
covers the inner gauze K&N filter. The 
difference in low-end and mid-range 
response was truly astounding! We 
were able to climb hills one gear higher 
with ease with that outer filter off. 
Examination showed that the outer 
foam layer was very dense. Possibly too 
dense for a slow airflow condition. 

While our bike had long travel, with 
9.8 inches up front and 9.6 inches at 
the rear, a five-foot, nine-inch rider 
was able to touch both feet on the 
ground when astride the bike. The 
saddle height is right at 37.5 inches, 
which is reasonable. 

Also noticeable was the light weight 
of the Q. Fully gassed (2.6 gallons) and 
ready to go, it weighed in at 256 
pounds. Dry, the Can-Am was 236 
pounds, very light for an open class 
machine. (Cont'd.) 


| Large grab handle on the front 
axle makes it hard to miss. 
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About that 2.6-gallon tank. That is 
the major flaw we were referring to 
earlier. Under the very best of con- 
ditions, we were able to get no more 
than 52 miles to a full tank. When the 
going got gnarly, the mileage dropped 
to the low- and mid-40 mpg range. You 
just cannot ask an enduro or Qualifier 
rider to head out on a serious loop 
armed with that puny amount of fuel. 

We rode the Can-Am in the Green- 
horn (story elsewhere in this issue) and 
ran out of gas four times in two days. 
We tried to fit several other large tanks 
we had nesting in the DB garage, but 
they were all too long. Later, we found 
that Vesco offers a special, 
large-capacity tank for the Can-Am, 
short enough to mount. The factory 
should contact Vesco and make some 
sort of an arrangement. 

Other gripes: The centerstand is 
poorly designed and all efforts to keep 
the thing on the bike will eventually 
fail. Also, there are two sharp edges 
protruding down that are snaggers. 
Some redesign is needed here. 

Our bike came with the optional 
speedo kit and the cable was very 
short. While it didn't cause any bind, it 
had so little play that the cable even- 
tually got pinched in the fork stop and 
was severed. Replacing this cable with 
alonger one from a PE175 is a cure, but 
the factory should do this for the rider. 

Another small complaint: The ac- 
cessory Can-Am tool bag is supposed to 
be mounted on the flat part of the rear 
fender with four bolts. If this is done 
and any reasonable amount of tools is 
carried, the fender will crack and 
break. Even the mounting instructions 
that come with the bag caution the 
rider not to have more than three 
pounds total in the kit, including the 
weight of the bag. 

Detail gripe: The Sun rims, while an 
excellent choice for MX, should be 
equipped with rimlocks instéad of 
pins. Many times enduro riders have to 
ride miles on a flat. Of course, Quali- 
fier riders often carry tire repair 
apparatus with them, and for them, the 
Sun rim is a plus. We would advise at 
least one rimlock, though. 

Enough gripes. The Can-Am does so 
many things right, it must be con- 
sidered superior in handling and overall 
performance. Usable power is nothing 
short of staggering. Acceleration is all 
any rider could ask for, without 
turning the bike into a raging, uncon- 
trollable monster. In fact, the only 
time we felt that the 370 О was а 
handful, was on hard-packed fireroads. 
Here, the burst of mid-range power and 
the rather hard-compounded Dunlop 
5.10x18 rear knobby combined to let 
the rear end break loose without 
warning. 

Under all other conditions—and 
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Rear wheel assembly is simple and un- 
cluttered, easy to work on. Hiding 
under side panel is Girling shock — they 
work very well. 


\ 


36mm Bing handles the carbureting 
chores with hardly a stutter. We found 
that the bike breathes better without 
the foam filter cover; rejetting would 
solve the problem. 


Headlights are looking more like 
fairings every day. 


Lean, long and nasty—the Can-Am is as 
much at home ona tight, twisty trail or 
an 85 mph fireroad; just climb on and 
gas it. 


=: 


wherever there was a semblance of 
traction—the Can-Am held no sur- 
prises for the rider. We found that the 
front end stuck well in the corners, 
even with the stock front tire, but re- 
placed it with a Metzeler for even 
greater steering accuracy. 

When pushed past the limits of 
common sense in the corners, the rear 
end of the bike would break loose first, 
then the front end would follow, but in 
a slow and predictable manner. 


At high speeds over rough ground, 
the Can-Am tracked straight and true, 
with no signs of head-shaking or tank- 
slappers. The only time the rear end 
got busy-on rough ground, was on a 
very long section of sand whoopers, 
where we picked up a bit of fade on the 
rebound stroke of the gas Girlings. 

Even though we had lots of power, 
no special care had to be taken to keep 
the front end down. The rider sits well 
forward on the Can-Am and the 
standard bars are on the low side. This 


“makes it easy to keep weight on the 


front wheel, which is extremely im- 
portant in making the new generation 
of long travel bikes handle in the 
corners. 

We missed some shifts at first, but 
after raising the shift lever a notch, this 
problem lessened. Every once in a 
while, we'd blow the shift from second 
to third and the engine would rev 
wildly. Then, it was necessary to go 
back to low before attempting to get in 
second gear again. The more time one 
spends with the Can-Am, the fewer 


hassles with shifting. 

Both ends had good brakes, with the 
rear being a bit sensitive. However, af- 
ter we got some time on the bike and 
passed some dirt and water through 
that rear hub, that edginess went away. 
After a deep water crossing, both 
brakes will fade. The front will recover 
before the rear. 

Speaking of water, the Can-Am is 
definitely one of the best-waterproofed 
bikes to be found. Air enters under the 
lower edges of the saddle and you have 
to get in pretty deep before the orange 
bike will even cough. 

Our Marzocchi forks were a fraction 
harsh at first, but as we put some time 
on the bike, the action got smoother.. 
Much of this early harsh feel can 
probably be attributed to new fork seal 
drag. Our forks did stay dry and no 
leakage was experienced. Some fork 
flex was detected in deep sand and 
mud, but in normal riding conditions, 
none was felt. 


Bits and pieces 

Superb Regina Extra chain is 
standard on the Can-Am. With any 
care at all, riders can get a full year out 
of it, riding every weekend under the 
worst possible conditions. We only had 
to adjust the chain once in over 800 
miles of riding the 370. 

The petcock on the Can-Am tank is 
pushed into a hole in the plastic tank 
and held there by the expansion of the 
rubber only. If you should bump the 


Can-Am 370 Qualifier 


NAME AND MODEL . . 

ENGINE TYPE 

BORE AND STROKE 

DISPLACEMENT 

HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY 
FACTORY) 


. Can-Am 370 Qualifier 
Two-stroke 


NEEDLE JET. 50000 2.82 
JET NEEDLE 
PILOT JET 
SLIDE NUMBER 
RECOMMENDED GASOLINE 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR) 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY ........ 2.62 gallons 
FUELTANK MATERIAL i 
GAS/OIL RATIO 
LUBRICATION 


OIL CAPACITY ....... 1.2 ats. (transmisioni 
AIR FILTRATION K &N 
CLUTCH TYPE 

TRANSMISSION 


GEARBOX RATIOS: 
1 


5 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR 
_ IGNITION 
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? 
RECOMMENDED SPARK oo 


SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/ 
QUALITY Yes, very quiet 
Double downtube, 
chrome moly 
145.1cm (57.1 inches) 


GROUND CLEARANCE 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK.. 


STEERING HEAD ANGLE 30d 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS . 


RIM MATERIAL 
TIRE SIZES: Р i 
FRONTS esee dns 3.00x21 Dunlop ES 
REARS SR SSN 5.00x18 Dunlop 
SUSPENSION: $ 
FRONT, ТУРЕ AND TRAVEL ...Marzocchi = 
38mm, 9.8 inches 
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL їйїп ^ 


INTENDED USE, MFR 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 

PRICE, APPROX $1 

PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS: 
PISTON ASSEMBLY, 


RINGS ONLY 

CYLINDER 

SHIFT LEVER 

BRAKE PEDAL 

FRONT SPROCKET 
DISTRIBUTOR: 

Bombardier Corp. 

4505 W. Superior St. 

Duluth, Minnesota 55806 
OVERALL RATING, FROM 0 TO 100, 
VARIOUS CATEGORIES, KEEPING 
INTENDED USE OF MACHINE IN MIND: 

HANDLING 

SUSPENSION 

POWER 


ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
EFFECTIVENESS, STONE STOCK 


petcock, or jar it with your knee, the 
rubber can split and the fitting will 
leak like a weak kidney. Most riders 
carry a spare rubber fitting with them 
and put some safety wire on, just to 
play it safe. 


A Bing carb is the normal breather on 
all Can-Ams. Ours worked well, with 
no tuning or rejetting required. The 
bike was almost always a one- or two- 
kick starter. This is one of those pleas- 
ant traits that makes the 370 Q so 
likable and easy to live with. 

Magura controls ride on the bars, as 
does a Magura throttle. We'd like to 
see one of the in-line throttles instead 
of the older-style units. 

The exhaust system is well-thought- 
out, with an extremely quiet muffler/ 
spark arrestor on the end. Can-Am 
must be congratulated for being the 
leader in noise supression without per- 
formance loss. No one else is even 
close. 

We abused our clutch a few times 
when we got stuck on a loose, dusty 
hill. It never slipped or packed up. 

We found the saddle quite com- 
fortable over the long haul. Its narrow 
shape allows the rider to move around 
easily. 

Pegs held the boots well and didn’t 
gather mud. Two of the test riders 
thought the pegs should have been 
back an inch or so, but this must come 
under the heading of personal pref- 
erence. The transition from sitting to 
standing was an easy and natural 
motion. 


The bottom line 

We had the Can-Am 370 Qa long 
time and learned to like and respect the 
machine. The only major design flaw— 
that smallish gas tank—can be 
corrected by acquiring another fuel 
carrier. We abused the 370 a lot during 
the test period, giving it very little 
maintenance. The machine held up 
well. 

Based on our input, we'd say that 
anyone who bought a Can-Am 370 
Qualifier would be satisfied with his 
investment. And at the end of a year of 
riding, he'd probably be delighted with 
the way it held up. We talked to a 
number of riders who owned Can-Am 
Qualifiers and they expressed enthusi- 
asm about the ruggedness of the bike. 
One owner said, ''You spend some 
money when you buy it and set it up. 
And that's it. I've gone eight months 
and I still have the original rings in it. 
They just don't break. And I ride every 
weekend somewhere. I've never had a 
bike this reliable and I' ve been riding 
for ten years." 

Very strong words. 


But, then, this is a very strong 
bike. O 
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USGP, Carlsbad, California 


Once a year, 


the good doctor turns into a motocross monster 


Absolutely bristling with 
pre-race confidence, 
Gerrit Wolsink, a com- 
bination dentist/moto- 
crosser, patiently waits for 
his place in the sun. 
Literally. E 


RE ха 


Heikki Mikkola, Brad Lackey, Roger 
DeCoster, Gerrit Wolsink, Graham 
Noyce and Mike Bell can beat just 
about anyone. Almost. At the 1979 Bel- 
Ray United States Grand Prix, Mother 
Nature took the world’s best profession- 
al motocrossers and in just 45 minutes, 
had them on their bellies crawling and 
sniveling for mercy from the outra- 
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geous heat. 

The 20,000-plus spectators covering 
the hillsides didn’t fare too well them- 
selves. In fact, the crowd this year was 
totally different from those in the past; 
more quiet, subdued, and lower-keyed 
than usual. This year’s 500cc USGP 
was downright weird! 

From early morning, the tempera- 


Andre Vromans, Suzuki's newest In- 
ternational rider, pulled a holeshot in 
the first moto and led for a large por- 
tion of that race. However, the heat 
got to him and rider after rider slipped 
by him. 


ture began to climb, and by the time 
the first International moto was off, 
the Fahrenheit was topping off at 105 
degrees. Even worse, Carlsbad Race- 
way has virtually no shade. By the 
end of that first round, Mike Bell was 
taken to the hospital for heat prostra- 
tion, after he led all the way up to the 
last two laps. (Text cont'd. pg. 43) 


mare Ў 


— 907 


Supp rt class racing produced to ) 
-wins in both motos, with Mark Barnett. 
ngästhe overall winner. Appar 


of. ВС en: im tó-beat 


Ontario 1979. 


its mo 


This year our engineers gathered 
at California’s Ontario Motor 
Speedway, as they do every year, to 
conduct special tests important to 
bikers. 

These are the engineers who 
make up our motorcycle spark 
plug recommendations. And their 
purpose, in this case, was to 
determine current plug type 
recommendations for the most 
popular bikes. 

At Ontario these men test the 
bikes right on the track, under 


Champion Spark Plug Company * Toledo, OH 43661 


oec жөөт puts 
rcycle plugs 
tothe tes 


actual riding conditions, as one of 
a series of tests we run to make 
sure we have the right plug for 
every bike. 

But— precisely what are we 
testing for? 


Absolutely, positively the 
correct heat range 


We're testing new bike models to 

confirm what spark plug heat 

ranges we will recommend for 

them. Heat range is the way a plug 

is designed for particular engines 
so that the plugs 
will never run too 

| cold and foul. And 
at the same time 
they'll never over- 
heat and cause pre- 
ignition. But— 
more about that 
later. 


Running the 
Ontario tests 

Here's how we go 
about our heat 
range testing at 
Ontario: First, we fit 
a bike with some- 
thing called a Ther- 
mocouple Plug, 
shown at the left. 
This is a special test 
plug we have de- 
signed to permit 


plug temperatures to be measured 
underactual operating conditions. 

Now an engineer takes the bike 
out for a spin around the track. As 
he is riding, the Thermocouple 
Plug is measuring the temperature 
of its firing tip. If you'll look at the 
photograph 
of the 
Thermocouple 
Plug, you'll 
see a special 

terminal cap at the 
top. Through this cap the plug 
transmits its temperature 
information to an instrument 
called a pyrometer 
on the handle- 
bars. 

The pyrom- 
eter is illus- 
trated below, 
and you'll 
notice that it 
allows the 
rider to ob- 
serve tempera- 
tures at any 
given speed 
and load con- 
dition. It is 
from this in- 
formation that 
we determine 


Preignition 


Fouled Plug 
those all-important spark plug heat” 
ranges. 


More about heat ranges 


You may have read in your owner’s 
manual or the Champion Specifi- 
cation Catalog that sometimes 
colder or hotter plugs may be 
recommended for your bike, 
depending on how you ride. And 
if you have a basic grasp of what 
heat range means, you'll under- 
stand why this happens. 

Heat range is the way we classify 
plugs according to how fast they 
transmit heat away from the firing 
tip of their insulators. In the plug 
illustration on the following page, 
notice that the cold plug has a 
relatively short insulator nose. So 
itloses its heat very fast. At the 
same time, the hot plug hasa 
longer nose. So it retains its heat 
longer. 


Varying plug tip temperatures 
Take a look at the chart on the 
right, where typical hot and cold 
plug temperatures are illustrated. 
Notice that it shows you why you 
can avoid overheating by using a 
cold plug in heavy-duty or 
continuous high-speed operation. 
And, if you use a hot plug during 
prolonged idle and low speeds, it 

` can effectively burn off 
combustion deposits from the 
firing tip. 

Because plug temperatures vary 

in different engines and under 

х different operating conditions, 


year. Most of the world’s top bike 
racing champions win with 
Champions, too. And now every 
one of the top four Japanese bike 
оксневс Makers are using 
11,095 Champions as original 
equipment in many of 
their models. 

One of the things we 
like to think we're 
doing right is running 
around and around the 
track at Ontario, look- 
ing for the right heat 
ranges. So next time 
you need plugs, remem- 
ber: You don’t ever 
have to run around to 
find the right one. 

We've already done 
that for you. = 


plugs are made in many different 
heat ranges. So always check your 
plug specifications to see which is 
exactly right for you. 


DEGREES F. 


TIP TEMPERATURE 


CARBON AND OIL FOULING REGION 


0 x 0 
Idle Full Throttle 
: ENGINE SPEED 


Bikers are switching to 
Champions 

We must be doing something very 
right with our spark plugs. 
Because more and more bikers are 
switching to Champions every 


You can't buy 
a better plug. 
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500cc International 


. Gerrit Wolsink (Suz) 
. Graham Noyce (Hon) 
Chuck Sun (Hus) 

. Marty Smith (Hon) 

. Rex Staten (Yam) 

. Rick Burgett (Yam) 
Parry Klassen (Mai) 

. Monte Anderson (Mai) 
. Gary Semics (Hon) 
10. Denny Swartz (Mai) 
11. Ken Adams (Mai) 

12. Wayne Boyer (Suz) 
13. Brad Lackey (Kaw) 
14. Heikki Mikkola (Yam) 
15. Roger DeCoster (Suz) 


250 Support 


1. Mark Barnett (Suz) 
2. Don Cantaloupi (Yam) 


оомосром№ = 


байс РН Ч. — oni cale 


The winner— Wolsink. He makes a habit 


of kicking back all year, then coming to 


Carlsbad and getting red-hot for the rest 


of the season. 


Bel-Ray USGP, 1979 
RESULTS 


. Brian Myerscough (Suz) 
. Jim Gibson (Hon) ; 
. Steve Rhyan (Suz) 
. Steve Bauer (Yam) 


Clark Jones (Hon) 


. Jeff Ward (Kaw) 
. Carlos Serrano (Mai) 
. Darren Rhoten (Hon) 


World Championship Point Standings 


= 


SODMNATPWN= 


. Graham Noyce (93) 
. Brad Lackey (84) 
. Heikki Mikkola (82) 


Gerrit Wolsink (81) 
Roger DeCoster (52) 
Andre Malherbe (42) 


. Jean Bruno (42) 

. Andre Vromans (34) 
. Gerard Rond (31) 

. Herbert Schmitz (17) 


Marty Smith hung in doggedly and finished second American, 
in spite of having been the slowest qualifier before the GP. 


Marty’s bike was obviously down on power and seemed very 
peaky for an open class machine. His fourth overall finish was Even experienced International veterans fared poorly because 


made through sheer determination and should be a lesson to of the blistering heat. Schmitz (Maico) was a shadow of his 
those ready to write Marty off. usual self. 


Superman LaPorte, Suzuki factory racer, 
has joined forces with PJ1 Super Lubes 
to protect dirt bikers everywhere. Team- 
ing with PJ1’s secret Chain Lube, a blend- 
ing of molybdenum disulfide and synthe- 
tic sperm oil, they fight against chain 

| wear, and your dreaded foe. .Flung Chain. 

» And for superior fork action there's PJ1’s 
Fork Oil with anti-foaming organosilo- 
xane. Leaving nothing to chance, PJ1 

Foam Filter Oil keeps dirt in its place 
throughout the universe. 
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$1.69* E $175* 
* Suggested List Price. 
Send $14.95 for chain lube sampler. hat, t-shirt (indicate size), 2 patches, 6 decals. Check or money order to:PJ Я Согрогайоп, 5955 De Soto Ave.. Woodland Hills, CA. 91367,1979. 
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"The Carlsbad track was a bizarre com- 
bination of hard-packed dusty adobe 
and mud-filled pockets by the middle 

of the day. Vision became difficult 
when goggles got wet and mud- 
splattered, then heavy dust accumu- 
lated on the mire. More than one rider 
rode without goggles, earning a pair 
ar bloodshot eyes by the end of the 
ay. 


On his way back into the pits, Roger 
DeCoster centerpunched his van be- 
cause he was too tired to stop; and 
Kawasaki's Jammin' Jimmy Weinert, 
who started out the moto in second, 
dropped back late in the race, and never 
came to the line again. 

At the end of the second moto, 
Lackey, who had just finished a 40- 
minute winning battle with Mikkola, 
crawled under a scoring tower near the 
finish line to get a little relief. Riders 
began dropping right and left as soon as 
they saw the black and white checkers, 
and while everyone began leaving the 
raceway, the ambulance was still 
loading up worn-out bodies. 


Wolsink hung in there for both 
motos and took his fifth Carlsbad vic- 
tory in six years, with a 1-3 score, but 
the freshest rider at the day's end was 
Noyce, second overall, with his 3-5 
finishes and a nice chunk of points to 


add to his lead. First American went to 


Chuck Sun, who nipped Marty Smith 
for the honors. 


Suzuki's Mark Barnett grabbed the 


first moto of the Support class, but had 


to come from behind in the second 
round to take the overall with a 1-3. 
Moto-X Fox's Donnie Cantaloupi 
finished second ahead of Brian 
Myerscough. O 


The new number one. 


“PRO SERIES” 


DESIGNED FOR THE SERIOUS MX RACER 


ө Made for those who believe there's 
a direct relationship between accelera- 
tion and piston weight 

9 High-silicon aluminum alloy is 
forged with extremely thin walls, 
utilizing the high tensile strength of 
this extraordinary metal 

® Pistons are extremely light, yet 
unbelievably strong, and just what you 
need for a more responsive engine, 
reliability, and long life 

9 Engineered for the most efficient 
performance possible, with greater 


Call Toll Free Nationwide 
(except Ohio) 
800-321-1364 
In Ohio Call Toll Free 
800-362-1368 


piston skirt control, and the best 
combusion chamber heat transfer to 
cylinder walls 

® Come with two thin, low-inertia 
Swedish steel rings, designed to 
increase horsepower by creating less 
cylinder wall drag and resisting ring 
flutter at high rpm's. 

e Available standard and oversize: 
.020, .040, .060, .080 (where applicable) 
® Applications: Suzuki RM 125; Honda 
CR 125; Yamaha YZ 125 (250's for 
above models available late summer) 


Wiseco Piston, Inc. 
7220 Industrial Park Blvd. 
Mentor, OH 44060 
(216) 951-6600 


Send for Latest Piston Brochure — Free 
(Please send 50¢ to cover postage and handling) 
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This particular YZ has the initial ''F’’ 
after it, which would tend to indicate 
that there have been at least six other 
YZs preceding it, lettered A through E, 
accordingly. Actually, the very first YZ 
ever made was a prototype 250 that 
appeared in the November, 1971 issue 
of DIRT BIKE. It was more DT-1 than 
anything else, but that humble begin- 
ning showed us a Yamaha trait: steady, 
year-by-year improvement of the 
breed. 

We saw the YZ/MX bikes turn into a 
monoshock design in late 1974/early 
'75, and have watched those early and 
very heavy monos evolve into what 
you see here before you now. The 
technical advancements have been 
staggering. 

Consider for a moment the first YZ. 
It had about six inches of travel up 
front and less than four in the rear. The 
shocks were spindly little items, 
mounted vertically over the rear axle, 
and they had garish chrome springs. 

The engine, based on a '69 DT-1 En- 
duro, with a '71 GYT-kit in it, put out 
а lot of horsepower for its day, but none 
of it was down low or at mid-range. 
With very light flywheels and a shaved 
magneto, the delivery of power was 
like an on-off switch. 

A look at our ''F'' model shows 
buckets of travel at both ends, an 
aluminum-finned, nitrogen-charged 
monoshock design, an aluminum 
swingarm and an amazingly broad 
spread of power. Plastic is everywhere, 
chrome moly is used in the frame and 
the detailing could not even have been 
imagined in 1971. 

As one studies the 1979 version of 
Yamaha's motocross weaponry, it can 
be seen why they hold their strong 
position in the market. They give the 
riding/buying public what they want. 
And they do it quickly. When some- 
thing new comes out and catches on, 
you can bet that it'll appear on the very 
next production run of the YZ line. 
Unlike the conservative approach of 


Yamaha YZ4OOF 


ONTHE MARCH 


Improving the breed 


By the Staff of Dirt Bike 


Honda, who sit back and ИЕ 
observe before they move, Yamaha 
appears to have a finger on the compe- 
tition pulse of the riders at all times. 

Examples? Just about every major 
complaint expressed about the 400 “Е” 
model has been changed or corrected 
on the''F.’’ The front of the E pushed 
badly in the turns. 

The Е bites and sticks well, with no 
gymnastics needed from the rider to 
carve a tight line. 

The E was on the heavy side. Weight 
has been shaved from the F model. 

The E had a large distance between 
(comparatively) the swingarm pivot 
and the countershaft sprocket. This de- 
manded a system of tensioners and 
rollers that promoted chain wear and, 
no doubt, cost some horsepower. And 
these rollers had to be replaced on a 
regular basis. Riders complained. The F 
has eliminated tensioners and tucked 
those two critical points closer 
together. Chain life has been increased 
and more weight was reduced in that 
area. Progress. 

The E was a bit short on travel. A 
substantial increase can be found on 
the F. 

Even the look has been changed, 
with the new FIM-style plates. But, to 
be fair, the YZ400F must be compared 
to the other open class bikes, rather 
than the leftovers of 1978. OK: The YZ 
will pull a 400 Maico slightly in a first- 
turn drag race, but will not pull a 450 
Maico. A crisp 450, that is. It'll run 
about dead'even with an RM400 till 


MONOS = 


fifth gear, then it'll pull the RM 
slightly. 

That puts the YZ in fast company. 
What makes the YZ a desirable mount, 
however, is its versatility. The bike 
can be used on the motocross track 
successfully, with little or no modifi- 
cations required. Slip a big tank and a 
larger countershaft sprocket on, and 
you're ready for Baja, or the desert. It's 
non-fussy in operation, so the play 
rider will be able to have fun on the 
thing without having any mechanical 
knowledge whatsoever. Given the bare 
minimum of care, it should last the 
play rider a year of Sundays without 
needing a top end job. It also has 
enough power to climb almost any hill 
without courage or skill, and will scare 
the dog snot out of a beginner at half- 
throttle. 

In typical Yamaha fashion, the YZ 
remains an all-around bike, even 
though it's billed as a hard-core racer. 
This, in part, accounts for much of 
Yamaha's success in the marketplace. 

Our test bike started fairly sulky, 
usually taking about three to five kicks 
to get the job done. Exhaust noise can 
be described as moderate for a racing 
bike and loud for a trail/play machine. 
There was a lot of mechanical noise 
from our bike when it was cold. This 
lessened as the engine reached proper 
operating temperature; a typical 
Yamaha YZ trait. Most of the noise 
sounds like piston slap. 

Slinging a leg over the YZ presented 
less of a problem than with other big 
racers. The reason is simple: The YZ 
sits lower than the competition. An 
average-sized rider will be able to touch 
both feet solidly on the ground, when 
positioned up near the tank. 

There's a price to pay for this ease 
and comfort. Those pegs are fairly low 
and a rider who tends to dangle his toes 
downward will soon have them 
wrapped under the pegs in a very pain- 
ful manner. Riding in the Hannah 
fashion, with the balls of the feet on 
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the gripping surface of the pegs, rather 
than the arches, is the safest way to 
ride this YZ. 


Some of our test riders complained 
that the layout of the bike was wrong. 
They claimed that the bars were too far 
back and the sloping saddle made the 
rider sit forward. When standing, they 
said that their knees made contact 
with the bars, and when seated for a 
turn, their legs got pinched against the 
wide tank. The shorter riders made no 
mention of this, but the taller ones 
complained bitterly. 

Compensating for this will not be 
easy, as the top triple clamp on the 
YZ400 is kicked back to allow clear- 
ance for the fork tubes to extend up. 
Also, the pegs on the YZ are positioned 
slightly more forward than those on 
other machines. Finding a properly 
shaped bar that would allow a more 
forward hand position would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. This layout on 
the YZ tends to encourage a sitting- 
down riding position. 

We never hear cross-country or 
desert racers complain of the YZ lay- 
out, possibly because they're rarely in a 
tight turning situation. A motocrosser, 
on the other hand, has to constantly 
work the bars while keeping his weight 
well forward. 

Even though the forks are not de- 
livering 12 inches like some of the 
other bikes, we felt they did a decent 
job. Adjustability of the KYB air/oil 
forks is virtually limitless, and most 
riders can find a combination of oil vis- 
cosity/air pressure/oil level/spring 
rate апа preload to suit them. Riders 
who have not explored the potential of 
these (and other) KYB new-generation 
forks, really should not complain. 

We used some light five-weight PJ1 
fork oil in our bike after the initial 
break-in and ran 12 pounds of air. The 
action, both on the compression and 
rebound strokes, was very good. Ripple 
bumps were handled smoothly when 
braking hard entering a corner and 
moderate to deep rollers were taken in 
stride. The only place the forks did not 
perform to perfection, was sharp edged 
ruts running cross-grain to the direc- 
tion of travel. 

At the rear, the mono worked as fol- 
lows: Novice riders liked it just fine. 
Intermediate-level riders thought it 
was OK, but could use a bit more travel, 
and they stated that the rear end re- 
turned too quickly when cresting a 
downhill jump of any size. Expert-level 
riders said that the mono faded in 
about 20 minutes and caused the rear 
end to start swinging a great deal when 
exiting corners. Take your pick and 
match it to your skill level. 

For those interested, there are nu- 
merous kits and modifications 
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Just in case you're curious about the difference between the standard YZ400 and the works open 
bike, here's your chance to get a magnifying glass and snoop. 


available for the mono, ranging from 
reservoirs to complete rebuilds. Many 
modifications also include more travel. 
A word of caution here. We'd advise 
riders to consider a moderate approach 
when choosing the amount of travel 
they want when modifying the mono. 
When you add a few inches, you must 
lower the forks in the triple clamps to 
maintain the proper steering geometry. 
When this is done, the handling in the 
corners deteriorates swiftly and the 
high-up weight of the mono unit can be 


felt easily. If the front end is not 
stretched a corresponding amount, 
then a severe head-shaking often re- 
sults when braking for a turn. Also, 
straight-line stability over rough 
ground is affected badly and it's not too 
hard to get into a terminal tank- 
slapper. One of the virtues of the new F 
YZ, is that it turns well. Get too much 
additional travel and that trait is long 
gone. 

We had some difficulty with shifting 
when the 400 YZ was new. The shift 


NAME AND MODEL ....... Yamaha YZ400F 
ENGINE TYPE. ........ Air-cooled two-stroke 
BORE AND STROKE......... 82mm x 75mm 
DISPLACEMENT ................... 396cc 
HORSEPOWER (CLAIMED BY 
FACTORY) Е ее, Sceleris erae equis; N/A 
CARBURETION .............. 38mm Mikuni 
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: 
MAIN JET.... ое 420 
NEEDLE JET E неа 04 
JET NEEDLE 7927.070. 6F8 
PILOT JET TSA ce rideo vienes 85 
SLIDENUMBER:..-. ele rnnt 4.0 


RECOMMENDED GASOLINE ..... Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL (MFR.) ....Yamalube 


FUEL TANK CAPACITY ........... 7.6 liters 
FUEL TANK MATERIAL ....... Polyethylene 
GAS/OIL RATIO ..................... 20:1 
ПШУВА!САТ!ОМ.................... Pre-mix 
DIL CAPACITY У. a e a 800cc 
AIR FILTRATION................. Foam 
CLUTOH TYPE: „5: Wet, multi-disc 


TRANSMISSION. .... 5-speed constant mesh 


P à DOCE nT BOOM CTL IO GOGH 1.750 
Coon E C oC D ine DIO UO o 1.315 
LEE ESE OE todos GUT MO 1.045 
БАО Ие О ЖАЙЫ .833 
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ........... 14/50 
м. 


The works arm is straighter. Floating brake arm 
is new on the “F.” 


Countershaft sprocket/swingarm pivot location 
is improved on the new YZ400. 


from first to second was missed re- 
peatedly. Often, the bike just did not 
want to leave the gear it was in, if the 
shift was made in anything but a total- 
ly deliberate fashion. We were told that 
this condition would improve as we got 
some time on the bike and the gearbox 
loosened up. We rode the bike four or 
five times, and then slipped some fresh 
Torco gear oil in. Some improvement 
was noticed. Still, we'd hesitate to call 
the YZ400F machine that we tested a 
“slick” shifter. Downshifts, OK. Up- 


Yamaha YZ400F 


RECOMMENDED SPARK 

PLUG: 53 2e Iu. Champion N3 
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/ 

QUALITY Ze e Silencer only 


EXHAUST SYSTEM ...Up-pipe, left-side exit 
FRAME, TYPE ...Chrome moly double-cradle 


WHEELBASE S5 if eer creche oe 1450mm 
GROUND CLEARANCE ............ 320mm 
SEAT HEIGHT AT TANK ........... 930mm 
STEERING HEAD ANGLE ....29 degrees, 30 
minutes 
ТА 128mm 
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON GAS ..102 kg 
RIM MATERIAL ................ Aluminum 
TIRE SIZES: 
FRONT: esos os cea hea ROC ES 3.00x21 
ВЕРА 5.10х18 
SUSPENSION: 
FRONT, TYPE AND TRAVEL ....Leading- 
axle forks 
REAR, TYPE AND TRAVEL ...Monoshock 
INTENDED USE, MFR............. Off-road 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN .............. 
PRICE, APPROX.................... $1939 
DISTRIBUTOR: 

Yamaha International 

6600 Orangethorpe 

Buena Park, California 90621 


Very strong chain guide has a nylon housing. It 
keeps noise down and prevents wear on the side 
plates of the chain. 


=” \ 
: Р 4 а. <А 
Big Mikuni carb and reed valve. Standard fare on 
all YZs. Response off the bottom was very im- 


pressive. Much of it, we feel, is due to the large 
and sensitive reed area. 


shifts? A talented toe is required. 

Our bike, like most Yamahas, had a 
tendency to stall when the rear brake 
was used hard. After we got some time 
on the bike and scrubbed the shoes in a 
bit, this condition improved some- 
what, but care still had to be taken. 

The front brake, again, typically 
Yamaha, was state of the art. Strong, 
progressive in action, and topped off 
with.a nicely contoured lever. 

Our tires (IRC knobbies) worked de- 
cently for a half-hour or so of riding, 


then, once the sharp edge wore, they 
ceased gripping the hard surface of the 
tracks we tested the machine on. 
Surely, a smart rider will want to con- 
sider a Metzeler for the front at the bare 
minimum. For the rear, put the hefti- 
est piece of rubber on that you can find. 


Bits and pieces 

As with most new bikes, the 
pressure-sensitive stickers on the tank 
wrinkled and looked like a leper colony 
after a half-hour of riding. After two 
riding sessions and one trip to the car 
wash, everything was gone from the 
tank but a gray blob of adhesive. We 
know that getting things to stick to 
plastic is tough, but if the factories 
can't lick that problem, why even put 
stickers on in the first place? 

Good nylon rollers and chain guides 
keep the chain from sawing through 
things on its path around the 
sprockets. 

The shift lever should be of the 
folding variety, as it sits too low and is 
begging to get wrapped under the peg. 

Servicing that smallish air filter is 
fairly simple. We'd like to see more 
area in the filter and would recommend 
that a rider consider a replacement 
unit, like aJT, or anew O'Neal three- 
stage. 

All the plastic is well-done, but the 
fenders could be wider and longer, both 
front and rear, as a fair amount of crud 
gets thrown up at the rider. 

Nifty yellow fork boots add a touch 
of class to the Ү2400. 

The exhaust system is nicely tucked 
in. No burnt knees. There's additional 
reinforcement at the hangers, so some 
of the cracking of the E pipes should 
not be a problem on the new bike. 

The YZA00 has the same full- 
floating brake setup as the rest of the 
racing line. We couldn't see any differ- 
ence in reduced chattering and im- 
proved feel over the older-style non- 
floating unit, except the hassle of more 
complexity and more possible things to 
go wrong. 


Adding it up 

The YZAOOF is dramatically im- 
proved. No doubt about that. It's not 
the fastest bike in its class. But close 
enough. It's not the best handling. But 
it sure isn't bad. It's not the lightest— 
but not the heaviest. Not the best or 
the most travel, but enough to get the 
job done. 

In short, it's the kind of bike that 
doesn't do any one thing outrageously 
well, but has no real vices either. It's a 
good, solid machine for a reasonable 
price. And, as Rex Staten and many 
others have proven, with a little time 
and money invested, the YZ400 can be 
honed into a machine capable of win- 
ning a National. O 
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Last month, we unveiled our plans to 
build the ultimate XR. It's quite all 
right if you missed the article. All we 
did was talk about the Honda Per- 
formance Options that are available, 
and explore the possibilities of the 
bike. Hmmm. As a matter of fact, may- 
be you should go try to buy the August 
issue; we don't mind taking your 
money. But, at any rate, we decided to 
beef up the suspension, bore out the 
motor, and throughout the project try 
to lose as much weight as possible. The 
XR is already a very light bike, but re- 
member: There's no such thing as too 
little weight. If you belong to the 
school of thought that dictates, ‘‘You 
must have a heavy bike to get the 
power to the ground,’’ you should con- 
sider having the above statement 
tattooed to your eyelids. 

We decided to attack the project in a 
logical way, for once, and trick out the 
suspension before we built the motor. 
In a clear-thinking moment, we 
realized that if the XR185 received a 
healthy addition of horsepower, while 
the suspension remained stock, we 
would have a very unpredictable bike 
on our hands. If you are going to work 
up the motor, and don’t really think 
you can afford anything else, at least 
consider stiffening up the forks and 
shocks a little. 

As the bike comes stock, the suspen- 
sion is suited for not much more than 
moderate speeds, and it becomes con- 
fused if you push it too hard. In a casual 
enduro, or a trail riding situation, you 
may be happy as a clam with the stock 
bike, but motor mods and aggressive 
riding almost beg for longer legs. 

The first thing on our list was a fork 
kit. The XR being a new model, the 
market wasn't exactly flooded with 
them, but we heard that there was a 
Terrykit available, and soon were in 
the process of installing one. 

If you've never installed a kit, you 
might consider looking up the ''Cheap 
Fork Tricks'' article in the May issue of 
DB to find out what's inside those 
shiny tubes, but it's no sweat, really. 
Just pull out the rods and replace them 
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PROJECT XR 


Building a competition suspension and losing 


afew pounds in the bargain 
By Paul Clipper 


with the kit items. In this particular 
kit, you must reuse the piston ring and 
top-out spring from the stockers. 

With the kitted forks, we have ten 
inches of travel. If you're looking for 
more travel, this is good, but if you just 
want the improved damping available 
from a Terrykit, this might not be so 
good. Read the article on cheap fork 
tricks, and remember that the ride 
height is directly related to the amount 
of spring above and below the piston. 
Simply stated, by varying the length of 
the topping spring, you can dial in the 
ride height you need, without losing 
overall travel. Most of the current crop 
of forks on the market reach their im- 
pressive travel figures by combining 
the numbers of both compression and 
rebound. Keep this in mind when 
you're tuning your front end. 

The instructions with the kit state 
that you should follow the manufac- 
turer's recommendations concerning 
oil type and quantity. Honda says use 
ATF. We didn't have any lying around, 
so we used 10W PJ-1 fork oil, six 
ounces of it, which is just slightly more 
than the suggested amount. We will be 
tuning with oils and quantities, and 
you'll read about what we find in later 
issues. 

To increase the stability under high 


` speeds, we decided to install a longer 


swingarm. We used the arm currently 
available from White Brothers, a box 
section aluminum model that's welded 
up by Profab. The installation is quite 
simple, and it's designed to accept the 
stock parts. Bushings, dust caps, zerk 


fittings, tensioner, and lower sprocket 
guard slip in or bolt right on with a 
minimum of hassle. The only modifi- 
cation necessary is to drill out the 
threaded portion of the stock sprocket 
guard and then bolt it on normally. 

When using this swingarm, you'll 
find it necessary to go to a chain that is 
roughly five links longer—if you're 
using stock gearing. We slipped on a 
used piece of chain of the proper length 
for the time being, and are looking into 
a 520 kit for the bike, to replace the 
stock 428. 

This is where our first bit of weight 
saving started. Even though the White 
Bros. swingarm is an inch longer, the 
stocker outweighs it 7% pounds to 5%, 
a savings of roughly 2% pounds. And 
that's all unsprung weight, folks, the 
nicest kind to get rid of. Aside from be- 
ing lighter, the aluminum arm 
promises to be much more rigid than 
the stocker. 

At this point, shocks became the 
issue. We want to try as many different 
kinds as possible, so you may see many 
different types on the bike before we're 
done, but we started out with the 
White Bros. package deal, and ordered 
the shocks along with the arm. They 
are the S&W Stroker shocks, model FE 
525 11, and set up with DS 65 135 
springs. The Stroker shocks are Freon- 
charged numbers, and seem a little 
stiff, but we don't have enough time on 
the bike at this point to make a critical 
evaluation. More about it next month. 
We're getting 8% inches of travel from 
them, and combined with the improve- 
ments to the front end, the XR is 
starting to feel quite healthy in the sus- 
pension department. 

` Now, if most of your riding is done at 
low to moderate speeds, you may not 
even want another swingarm, but if 
you live in the land of high-speed 
desert runs, you'll need all the stability 
you can get. If you use accessory 
shocks on the stock arm, you can ex- 
pect about an inch less travel. 

The only other major change we 
made this month, was to install a 
White Bros. exhaust pipe and a Super 


eS 7 


БЕ 


i 


DRIVE CHAIN 
ADJUST CHECK GAUGE 


Trapp silencer, saving four pounds in 
the bargain. We haven't done any 
tuning on the pipe yet, but next month 
we plan to get into exhaust and car- 
buretion, and see if we can coax a little 
more grunt out of the motor without 
getting into any drastic engine work 
yet. Stay tuned. 

Riding impression 

` The XR seems to be responding well 
to our suspension tuning. The Terrykit 
in the forks seems to have made the 
most difference, or at least made the 
best impression. We were a little leery 
about increasing the travel, but after 
riding the bike, we have been con- 
vinced! With the РЈ-1 10W oil in the 
forks, the action is excellent, and we 


wouldn't recommend anything heavier. 


The front end doesn't have a feeling of 
being ''raked out,’’ and, as a matter of 
fact, the handling has been improved 


The brake pivot must be moved one notch forward, and the 
rod bent to a new shape to accommodate the new swingarm. 


Swingarm uses 
the stock 
bushings, or re- 


placement items 
are available 
from White Bros. 
Be sure to install 
zerk fitting and 
use it. 


The stock chain 
guard is omitted 
when using the 
accessory arm, 
and we lose the 
use of this won- 
derful invention. 
With it, tighten- 
ing your chain is 
a breeze. If you 
have the stock 
arm and want to 
keep the decal 
from going away, 
simply seal the 
edges with 
silicone seal, or 

| else drill a couple 
of holes to line up 
the chain by. 


dramatically. If you own an XR, and 
want to make the forks work perfectly, 
install a Terrykit. Worthwhile at twice 
the price. 

The rear end worked very well also, 
contributing to the (now) very stable 
feelin the ride, but the shocks are a 
little stiff so far. We need to put a few 
miles on the bike to give everything a 
chance to break in. The swingarm 
hasn't shown any sign of flexing and 
the extra inch in length feels good in 
the rough stuff, without affecting the 
quick turning ability. Overall, it'sa 
much more pleasant bike to ride. 

It seems the pipe may have made the 
power more responsive, but it may just 
be louder. In the present state of the 
suspension, the XR needs more motor, 
and a pipe alone isn't going to do it. 
Next month, we'll see if we can find a 
few more ponies. 


The Terrykit, 
installed, 
makes the 
front end 
spindly look- 
ing, but the 
forks still 
seem as 
strong as ever. 
Only one big 
change: They 
work quite a 
bit better. 


Completed 
rear end. The 
Strokers are 
made to be in- 
stalled in 
either 
direction. 


Vital statistics 
Weight of bike, stock: 216 pounds, 


bone dry 

Weight, end of part one 
pounds, oil in motor and forks 
Fork travel increase. . . . 1⁄2 inches 
Rear wheel travel increase . . 1 inch 


Expenses 
Terrykit for forks ........ $39.00 
White Bros. alloy swingarm 
kit w/S&W shocks ....$259.95 
White Bros. Super Trapp 
exhaust system :....... $47.50 


Addresses 


Terrykit—available from your dealer 


or White Bros. 
White Bros. Cycle Specialties 
11611 Salinaz Drive ‘'M"’ 
Garden Grove, California 92643 O 
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Book Review 


ULTIMATE 
SOFT-SELL 


An hour’s worth of light reading 


The Moto-X Fox Guide to Preparing 
The YZ and IT Yamaha For 
Competition, Moto-X Fox, Inc., with 
Jim Gianatsis. Moto-X Fox, 520 
McGlincy Lane, Campbell, California 
95008. $5.95. 


The ability to be able to read a book 
from cover to cover in one hour should 
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By the Staff of Dirt Bike 


not, in this day and age of speed 


reading, be a determining factor in 
whether or not said book is worth the 
cover price. But, we aren’t speed 
readers, so in this instance we feel we 
can say that $5.95 is a fair chunk of 
change for this guide. Considering the 
claim of its title, the MX Fox book is 
not only short, but very sketchy in the 


presentation of its subject. The 
motocross portion is a loosely veiled 
attempt to promote the use of MX 
Fox's products, rather than modifying 
the original design, and the IT section 
is nothing more than a six-page guide 
to turning a YZ into an enduro mount, 
on the basis that the YZ is better suited 


_ for the job. No comment, thank you. 


Taking all these shortcomings in 
mind, there are a few sections that may 
produce a couple of minutes of 
enlightened, if not rather basic, 
reading. The book starts out ona 
history of the Yamaha racing efforts, 
and, even though they refer to the 
DT-1 as a “вооа handling and reliable 
trail bike,’’ it is a pleasant capsule. 
background of number one’s evolution. 
At the end of the book appears the 
article "Riding With the Hurricane," 
which originally appeared in Cycle 
News, and outlines the riding 
techniques of Bob Hannah, in his own 
words. This may prove to be the most 
valuable section in the book, being a 
collection of riding tips from the 
champ, and his performance on the 
track lends a bit of credibility to his 
suggestions. 

There are also basic sections on the 
floating brake, water cooling, wheels 
and tires, and carburetion, witha 
pretty complete description of how the 
Lectron carb does its thing, and a very 
basic article on tuning the Mikuni. 

But is it worth $5.95? That all 
depends on how much $5.95 is worth 
to you. For our money, there are too 
many things left out to make it 
valuable, and the money would be 
better spent on something a little more 
satisfying. O 
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The gold/palladium tip “С” plug. 
The U-groove Hot “О”: 


Put ‘em together and what do you get? 
== | 


When ND designed the "GU" plug, we had one 
thing in mind: Remarkable performance. 

To get it, we combined two of the most revo- 
lutionary ideas in spark plug history: Our Hot U" 
plug's U-groove ground electrode, and our "С" 
plug's thin (1.0 mm vs. the normal 2.5 mm) fine 
wire center electrode. 

What we ended up with is a plug that delivers 
such great performance, even we can hardly 
believe it. 

The "GU" gives you superior ignition. 

And for that, you can mostly thank the special 
gold/palladium alloy we use to make the center 
electrode tip. It allows us to make the electrode tip 
thinner and still make it durable. (Note the differ- 
ence between our Hot “U” tip and our "GU" tip in 
the illustration.) 

Thot thin electrode attracts electricity better 
— just as a thin lightning rod attracts lightning 
better. So you get superior ignitability. And a marked 
reduction in misfiring. 

Of course the U-groove does its part, too. It 
delivers a larger and hotter flash front. So the plug 
fires better, whether the mixture is lean or not. 


The "GU" gives you faster starting. And quicker 
acceleration. 

Just check the chart below. 

You'll find that during starting and idling, the 
"GU" helps your bike start easier and idle smoother, 
because it requires less voltage. 

And at higher RPM's, it provides quicker spark 
for faster acceleration. 


| Conventional 
| Plug 


Sparking Voltage (kv) 


l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ny 


IPressure: 6Kg/cm? (85 
jSpark gap: .032^ 


س ———-——- > 


Center Electrode Diameter (mm¢ ) 


The "GU" gives you better fuel economy. 

With the improved ignitability, it's possible to 
tune your engine for a leaner mixture. 

So you'll save gas. And you won't sacrifice 
performance. 


The "GU" gives you the ultimate in high perfor- 
mance. Whether you ride a bike or a snowmobile. 
Check into the "GU" today. 
Be prepared for great performance. And be pre- 
pared to watch the competition get out of the way. 


GU PLUG CONVERSION CHART 


THREAD HEAT : 
SIZE RANGE ND CHAMPION NGK 


HOT | W20ES-GU 
W22ES-GU N-4G 
14mm W24ES-GU N-3G 
reach €4" W27ES-GU | N2G, N86G 
W29ES-GU | N59G, N84G 
COLD | W31ES-GU | N57G, N82G | BIOEV 
14mm НОТ | W16EP-GU. 
reach 34" W20EP-GU 
project 
type COLD | W22EP-GU 
HOT | W20FS-GU 
EAE W22FS-GU 
SERT AD W24FS-GU 
W27FS-GU 
COLD | W31FS-GU 


12mm HOT | X20FS-GU P-8G D6HV. 
reach 15 COLD | X24FS-GU P-7G D8HV 
12mm HOT | X22ES-GU D7EV 
reach % COLD | X24ES-GU R-6G D8EV 
10mm HOT | U20FS-GU 

reach №" | COLD | U22FS-GU | Z-10G,Z-7G | C7HV 


Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. 


857 East 230th Street 
Carson, California 90745 
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The “GU” plug. 
Get out of the way. 
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HERE'S A SUPER WAY TO COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITI ON YOUR WALLS... 


UPER 


TRICK- ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


3. GEORGEWEGNER, CAN-AM 175 


УС FOUR NEW 
: ALL- ACTION 
10. JIM CONNOLLY, 250 BULTACO PURSANG COLOR POSTERS 


SOLD 
OUT 


1. FIRST ISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION AT INTER-AM 11. ALBAKER ON A 250 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! 


Use the 
coupon 
below — 
ORDER 
NOW! 7. KAWASAKI CLIMBING 


3. JIM CONNOLLY INDIAN DUNES 4. JUNIOR ACTION 


= DB9-9 1 

a PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. Ё 

y [| P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 Ё 
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KYB Shock Reservoir Kits 


TURNING 
THE STOCKERS 
INTO ADJUSTABLE, 
REBUILDABLE 
SHOCKERS 


For Suzuki and Kawasaki 


Suzuki RM and Kawasaki KX owners, 
rejoice! Someone has finally developed 
a cure for those stock KYB pogo sticks 
mounted on your swingarm, and it 
doesn't cost an arm and a leg. The trick 
is in two little Luft reservoirs which 
bolt right on to the shocks in place of 
the old ones. 

Their advantages are numerous: 
They allow you to adjust the air pres- 
sure the way you like it, you can put 
whatever viscosity oil you prefer into 
them, and after installation, they are 
completely rebuildable. And to top it 
all off, they retail for only $50, alot 
less than a set of replacement 
suspenders. 

DG Performance Specialties sent us 
a set to fiddle around with, so when we 
found ourselves too lazy to go riding 
one day, we decided to take a shot at 
their installation. Surprisingly, the 
units go on fairly easily. Here's how 
it's done: 

First, remove the shocks from the 
bike, and take the springs off. Clean off 
the stock reservoirs and find the little 
silver dot on top of the label, in the 
upper left-hand corner. That's the 
drilling point. 

Then, prepare to drill. For safety, 
place an empty coffee can around the 
reservoir before starting to drill with 
the recommended 1/8-inch bit. This 
keeps any oil that may have entered 
the nitrogen from flying all over the 
garage, plus when the nitro blows out 
of the hole, the metal drill shavings 
won't fly up into your eyes and face. 


KYB shocks 


By Brian George 


Luft's KYB shock kit, сорына with 
everything you need, except the grease. 


Safety goggles are also highly 
recommended. 

Once you've drilled through and the 
nitrogen has escaped, take a 17mm 
wrench and slowly unscrew the reser- 
voir. Don't try to unscrew the thing 
with the nitrogen still in, unless you 
enjoy watching reservoirs shooting 
through the garage at 80 miles an hour. 
Let the oil drain out of the reservoir 
into the coffee can, then take the shock 
line, point it in the can, and pump the 
shock to drain all the old oil out. 

You're now ready to install the new 
Luft units. Take a Phillips screwdriver 
and stick it into the Luft body, 
checking to see if the piston inside is at 
the middle. If it's too low, shove it up 


slightly with the screwdriver, and if 
it's too high, shoot a little air pressure 
in the valve on top. After all that is 
done, fill the bottom half of the reser- 
voir with the desired oil. 

Now it's time to fill the shock. Take 
the plastic tube and filling container. 
that come with the kit, and pour in 
some oil. As the oil drains into the 
shock, pump the rod slowly to remove 
all air bubbles. Don't be in a hurry 
when filling the body, because this is 
one of the most important steps of the 
installation. 

Just for the record, it takes DG's 
Harry Klemm a total of 30 hours to 
properly bleed one of his monoshocks, 
and they never fade. If any air is 
trapped in the shock body after instal- 
lation, they'll never work right for you. 

Do the bleeding once until no more 
bubbles come out, then place the body 
ina vise (gently), and rig up a little 
wire holder to keep the line upright. 
Go on to the next shock and begin the 
first stages, and in between sections 
give the rod a few pumps. Once the 
second shock is to the point of the first, 
remove the shock in the vise and 
finish-pump the rod, then place the 
second shock in the vise and wire jig. 

Next, go inside and call a friend, and 
tell him you're in desperate need of an 
extra hand or two. The following step 
is to put the reservoir onto the line. To 
accomplish this, place a little dab of 


grease in the shock line end to keep any 


oil from escaping. Then, quickly screw 
(Continued on page 64) 


SEPTEMBER 1979/DIRT BIKE 


57 


58 


TT500 Projects Part ll 


KING KONG 


BREATHES: 


A swingarm and what? More shocks? 


Hey, bet you thought that we'd for- 
gotten about our Project King Kong, 
wherein we try to squeeze the maxi- 
mum of everything out of the venerable 
TT500. Well, we didn't forget, but we 
did run into some problems. 

It seems that California not only has 
a gas shortage (at least at press time, it 
still did), but also a shortage of 
machine shops. Apparently due to the 
burgeoning aerospace industry, all the 
various small machining facilities that 
happen to make some parts involved in 
the production of some motorcycle 
goodies, are backlogged and swamped 
with orders. p 

This problem tied up our swingarm 
and also our longer pair of Works Per- 
formance shocks seen in this install- 
ment. With all the excuses out of the 
way now, let’s get down to the 
business of Mr. Kong. 

In Part I of Project King Kong we 
spent most of our time and energy on 
the suspension and some of the simple 
bolt-on aftermarket items. We tried to 
keep our suspension mods in the 
reasonably priced range. We'll go a step 
further with the rear suspension and 
also get into a little bit better breathing 
by way of a carb and air box switch. 


Swingarm 

You're probably thinking that we 
must have a screw loose for replacing 
an aluminum swingarm with an 
aluminum swingarm. Well, it's not 
that we saved another 1.2 pounds (we 
did), but we changed the length and 
greatly improved the resistance to flex 
—in other words a much stronger arm. 

We chose a Crotch Rocket Factory 
swingarm because they have proven to 
be the lightest, strongest and ‘‘most 
guaranteed'' arm around. Yes, this 
aftermarket arm has a 90-day guarantee, 
even under racing conditions. It is 1.5 
inches longer than stock, which 
changes the position of the crank cen- 
ter in relation to the wheelbase. The 
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By Ned Owens 


CRF swingarm is lighter, longer and 
stronger than stocker. Pro-Tec 
goodies include roller-type chain 
tensioner, donut and bushings. All 
stock hardware will fit the arm, in- 
cluding the stock tensioner. 


bike steers better now and has less of a 
tendency to loop on uphills. It handles 
the deep whoop-de-dos much better. 

Additional equipment that is offered 
with the arm includes a Pro-Tec red 
swingarm protector donut and a rear- 
mounted roller chain tensioner. The 
stock needle bearings can be used along 
with all the stock fittings (including 
the stock chain tensioner), or optional 
bronze bushings can be pressed into the 
arm. This arm also utilizes the stock 
axle, spacers and adjusters. 


Shocks, again 

Unfortunately, the longer CRF arm 
was designed for the longer shocks, so 
the 15-inch Works Performance units 
that fit the stock arm were too short for 


this application. They'll work fine if 
the purpose is to keep the ride height 
low, but with a repositioned lower 
shock mount, the shocks ended up 
losing an inch of travel and ground 
clearance. 

So, we went back over to Works Per- 
formance, and after much teeth-gnash- 
ing (Sorry, Gil), we ended up witha 
pair of (16-inch) Gassers that netted 
8.75 inches of rear travel. This pretty 
closely matches our Terry-kitted forks 
which sport 8.7 inches. Now we're 
really happy with the back end—this 
month. 


Carburetor 

Here, we had a couple of ways to ` 
go— different carbs to choose from and 
different sizes. We decided to stick 
with a 36mm size to try to retain some 
semblance of gas economy. Our next 
decision was in favor of the dollar and 
the carb's familiarity—a Mikuni. 

We consulted Sudco, one of the 
leading Mikuni distributors in the 
States. They suggested some jetting 
and provided a VM36 big-breather for 
the project. The 36 didn't require a 
change of manifolds, but it negated the 
use of the stock boot from the air box. 


Throttle(s) 

Since our intention was to make a 
controllable TT that could pick its way 
through rock fields when called on, we 
opted for a slow-turn—a full %-revolu- 
tion— Magura throttle. This throttle is 
slower than the stock push-pull unit 
and allows the power to be dialed in at 
a more progressive rate. This helped 
get rid of some of the herky-jerky 
operation when the going gets slow. 

If you are a fireroad enthusiast, and a 
big handful is more your style, then we 
suggest the Twister by MTD. This is а 
nifty straight-pull throttle that is about 
a % turn on the big carbs. It doesn't use 
any wheels or pulleys invide and 
doesn't pull the cable around anything. 


weight over the stock foam filter and 
air box, but the large, sturdy KAN 
cloth and screen filter element evened 
up the score. Oh, well. The plastic tub- 
type air box is an improvement in air 
volume, and in conjunction with the 
filter makes an excellent replacement. 
Long, thick zip ties are included in the 
mounting kit and will hold the air box | 
assembly in place with a minimum of 
installation hassles. We chose to 
mount the box with some perforated 
strap, some rubber washers and some 
6mm nuts and bolts, utilizing the 
stock mounting tabs on the frame. The 
stock air box is most easily removed 
rearward through the frame past the 
splash guard. 

A large breather tube replaces the 
stock crankcase vent tube and is 
attached directly to the filter instead of 
the air boot. A large-diameter neoprene 
boot is purposely made too long to ac- 
commodate a wide variety of carbs. We 
cut approximately 1.5-inch off one end 

; + ? ; to match up to the 36 Mikuni. 
, #2 : : |t If waterproofing is of some impor- 
4 "o8 К 1 tance, then several feet of duct tape 
: : peo ^ | will adequately seal the box for most 
P - conditions. If you ride in water all the 

„ o d А tes A time, and waterproofing is a major con- 
- — —— —— -3 cern, then you may want to stick with 
High-volume air box needs tape for waterproofing but offers much better fil- the stock air box and trade off the 
tration and breathing. Metal straps are attached to stock mounting brackets, better breathing for underwater work. 
but zip ties (included) will work fine. Several companies offer an air boot that 
mates the 36 Mik and the stock box. 


Grips 

To help us get a grip on the situation, 
we also glued on a pair of sticky Oakley 
II grips. This is the Oakley that is all 
round with little suckers all 'round it. 
They are becoming quite popular, since 
they seem to be a happy medium 
between comfort and wear. They work 
well in mud, too. 


Box Scores— Part I 
MTD throttle is smooth | Fork kit ................. $39.00 
quick-turn unit for the | S&W Strokers, w/springs .. .$115.00 
fireroader. | Works Gassers, w/springs ..$149.95 
Pipe w/Super Trapp ....... $47.50 
Ает Жуу ыл Кы $8.20 
Chain фата: 9559. 55 $8.95 
Опе 1-5 Ger $9.95 
Plug Сар. ru RS E eara $1.95 
Air fork caps (pair)......... $9.75 
Longer wheelbase is 
evident in side view. This Box Scores— Part II 
changes the relationship of Aluminum swingarm 
the engine to the wheel- (bare) MB ore pa Eo em $159.00 
base and handling is Aluminum arm 
| improved. (w/tensioner, donut, 
vu bushings) 7.3 iride ndo 
It is literally a straight pull, so the which is available in several colors Air box w/K&N element ... 
operation is extremely smooth. The besides black. 36mm Mikuni............ 
plastic housing is very durable. Magura %-tum throttle .... 
Cable choice for the Magura was a Air box Terrycable for Mag/Mik .... 
Teflon-lined Terrycable. Since the Once again we called on Al Baker MTD throttle............. 
MTD requires a special cable, we opted | R&D, this time for a high-volume air Cable for MTD/Mik ....... 


for an International Motorsports cable, | box. We'd hoped for a reduction in Oakley grips 
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Circle number 10 on page 73 


FLATFIGHTER 


Probably one of the biggest hassles for 
the motorcycle rider is the flat tire. It's 
a pain to have to fix the flat and it 
usually represents a ruined afternoon 
of riding or a race lost. 

We've seen different preventatives to 


the flat problem, such as sealing 
liquids, split tubes and thick tubes. 
Each has its advantages and 
disadvantages. The sealing liquids only 
sealup to a certain size hole, around 
1/8-inch. Split tubes, the ones that 
don't form a complete circle, aren't 
any less prone to flats, but are easier to 
change since the wheel need not be 
removed from the bike. And thick 
tubes don't ever seem to be quite thick 
enough to prevent pinches caused by 
rocks. 

That is, until the Flatfighter was 
recently introduced. What we have 
here is the 501 Maico of the inner tube 
business. These super-heavy-duty 
tubes are nearly three times as thick as 
a normal tube. And, they are made of a 


Pro 
Edge 
Numbers 


Stick-On & 
Stretch 


2 Year 
Durability 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


0125450789 


us шыш пыш шеш шыш шиш шшш тшй киш шын шшш шшш шин шш шшш EN 
PLATE SIZE 60c EA. HELMET SIZE 35c EA. 


LL 

E ee Т 
Place Quantity in Box Above 

ZERO 1690 Kingsdale Road 


NINE Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 
312/885-8911 


Name. 


Address. 


City. 


State 
Minimum Order $2.00 

Illinois Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
Postage and Handling 50c 

Amount Enclosed 


Zip. 
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specially formulated butyl (Didn't we 
know a girl in high school by that 
name? — Assistant Ed.) rubber and 
undergo special quality control to 
reduce balancing problems. 


Learn Motorcycle Repair 
* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Mechanic 


: If you like to ride a cycle 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
= a better way to earn your 
living, whether you choose 
to work in a cycle shop for 
à someone else or decide to 
% start your own cycle repair 
business? Now, thanks to 
North American, there’s a 
fast, easy way to get training 
at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or your 
job. Experts show you step-by-step 
everything from minor tune-ups 
to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND $0 IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 5 million cycles regis- 
tered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 
million more dirt bikes. And they all need 
maintenance. Opportunities vary in different 
areas, and we cannot promise you a Job. So 
check out the job opportunities in your own 
neighborhood. 


INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! SPECIAL 
CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INSTRUMENTS 


Professional tools plus your North American 
"know how" help you become a skilled 
mechanic, We teach you how to use 
wrenches, sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
. timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, 
degree wheels, soldering irons, ignition 
wrench sets, dial indicators and much, 
much more! We even include a set of spe- 
cial cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send 
for FREE CAREER INFORMATION. No cost, 
no obligation . .. now or ever! Rush coupon 
á today. 
р" == = "== == == пе ша иш ша п ша шш тш ша шш m mm mm mm 8 
Careers by Home Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Drive, Dept.EFOS9Newport Beach, CA 92663 


Rush free color brochure and full information on how 1 can 
learn motorcycle repair for only a few dollars a month. 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 


mum mm 
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Because it is thicker, it is also about 
three times heavier than a standard 
tube and twice as heavy as the Japanese 
red tubes. For the weight-conscious 
125 rider, this added unsprung weight 
might be detrimental, but it shouldn't 
affect anyone else. 

We've put nearly 500 rock-strewn 
desert miles on an IT400F Yamaha 
equipped with the Flatfighter and 
haven't had a tire failure yet. Even our 
most flat-prone tester can't seem to 
blow this one up. 

It's definitely standard procedure for 
all enduro types, and we'd even 
recommend it for motocross, 
especially if you are prone to flats on 
nasty tracks — regardless of 
displacement. 

The Flatfighters are available in all 
sizes, we're told, for $9.95, from: 

BIG 4 INC., 

12004 Aurora Ave. N., 

Seattle, Washington 

(800) 541-2677 O 


FOUR STROKE 
PERFORMANCE... 


Turn it On With a WEB-CAM 


Superior performance is yours when you 
install a Web-Cam camshaft, available 
for all popular 4-strokers (ATC's too!) . . . 
our techniques include regrinds, hard- 
welds, and grinding new billets, each to 
give you the profile you need ... Send 
$1.00 for complete catalog 


WEB-LAM 

1663 Superior Ave. 
Dept.DIB 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
714/631-1770 


MONTESA 
BULTACO 


HODAKA 


CAN-AM NAM 
ROKON & 


MAICO U.P.S. PARTS DAILY 


364 S: ARLINGTON ST. 


PENTON/KTM AKRON, OHIO 44306 


DB-09 PHONE (216) 253-7455 


£/ әбеа uo $} зәдшпи 8/3119 


ег eDed uo Z| Jequinu 8|29 


Product Evaluation 


BETTER LIVING 


THROUGH PLASTIC 


Nylon jets, a wrench and clear float bowls from PSI 


| 


|; 


When the nylon Pro Jet System was 
introduced several years ago, most of 
the ham-hands got hold of them and 
deduced that they would just break off 
— that nylon wasn’t a suitable jet 
material. 

But two million jets later, 
experienced tuners have found that 
they are not only durable when 
installed properly, but they 
demonstrate a greater degree of 
accuracy than their brass counterparts. 
There are a couple of reasons why lab 
tests give the nylon jets the edge in 
accuracy. 

Unlike machined brass jets, the 
nylon units are injection molded in 
complex 23-cavity molds. Since the 
nylon is molded around a stainless pin 
of the precise size, there is no chance of 
burrs which can occur when the brass 
jets are drilled. Also, each number size 
is molded into the jet, avoiding the 
possibility of mis-stamped numbers on 
the wrong jets — something that more 


By the Staff of Dirt Bike 


than one tuner has found with the 
brass ones in the past. 

Precision Systems Incorporated has 
now packaged the nylon jets in handy 
six-packs to fit a wide number of Bing, 
Keihin and Mikuni (slot and hex) 
carbureted bikes. The kits are arranged 
by carb size and displacement, and are 
available for Bultaco, Can-Am, 
Hodaka, Honda (СВ125М), 
Husqvarna, KTM/Penton, Maico, 
Montesa, Ossa, Suzuki RM and PE, and 
Yamaha YZ, IT and DT. Price for six 
jets in the tuning range of each carb 
runs $5.99. 

To keep you ham-hands from 
becoming overzealous, a handy little 
jet wrench (the Jet Set) is offered — and 
highly recommended. Its knurled grip 
provides enough torque without 
overtightening. For removing 
over-tight brass jets, flats are provided 
so a crescent wrench can be used. The 
Jet Set features a hex end and slot end 
to fit most popular jets. It fits up 


through the bottom of most Mikuni 
carbs with drain plugs. Price is $1.89. 

Another handy item, one that can 
help you a lot when you're trouble- 
shooting tuning problems, is the PSI 
clear float bowl. Three sizes of bowls 
are designed to fit the aluminum 
spigot-mount Mikunis from 28 to 
38mm. A transparent float bowl can 
show you at a glance whether or not 
there is dirt, water or other crud in the 
gas, or whether there is any gas flowing 
at all. It is also possible to diagnose a 
sticking float problem. These bowls 
come with the center plug for easy jet 
changes and go for about $9.79. (They 
can't be used with nitro or methanol 
fuels.) 

Ask your local dealer for more 
information on the Pro Jet kits, 
wrenches and float bowls. He can 
contact them at: 

Precision Systems Inc. 

9103 Wenonga Rd. 

Leawood, Kansas 66206 O 
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Circle number 14 on page 73 


RICK 
BURGETT 


yx moro CE SS 
PCE. “rn 
P.O. Box 861 Wilbraham. Massachusetts 01095 


413/734-6211 hearer. 2 


Send check or money order. 
Allow 3 to 4 weeks delivery. 


MOT O-RACE 


P.O. Box 861 Wilbraham, Massachusetts 01095 
Name 


LADIES Address 
СВОР TOP S. M. L. XL. $5.00 > к 
City State Zip 
HALTER ONE SIZE FITS ALL__ $3.00 


Print clearly, this is your shipping label. 


RedCross. 
The Good 
Neighbor. 


Knobby Shop International’s 


15" GAS GIRLING 
SHOCKS e for MX e Enduro 


* Cross Country 
These К.5.1. 


Circle number 15 on page 73 


Nitrogen Gas Girlings are 
our Long Travel 5%” Versions, with 
Heavy Duty Damping, Twin Spring 
System, and Special Hi-Load Bump Stop. 


Each Pair is made to our exacting specifi- 

cations, and comes complete with 128° 

Ibs/in. Major Springs & 180 Ibs/in. Minor 

von citing a Springs, Bushes & retainers. 

ШШШ БЕШ НЫШ ШЫЙ BER БЫШ HEN ENS ЕНЕ ERG РЕШЕ E ША [ШШШ БЫШЫ ШИШЕ К END В ШЕШ БЕШП ЕШШ ШЕШ DENS ЫШЫ ШЕШ 

i Please ship (check desired Girling) To Order: Please enclose money Order or cer- 
15” Girling Gas Shock [J . . . . $59.99 pr. tified check (Ca residents add 6% sales tax) 


Bis. Girling Reservoir Shock O 99.99 pr. made payable to: 


Check desired bushes € 8mm O 10mm O KNOBBY SHOP INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 1592 


Name La Jolla, CA., 92038 
Tel: (714) 452-1783 
Andress WIIDEBV SHOP 
1 City State Zip ЇЙТЕЙПИТЇ@ПЙЇ Dealers write on letterhead for Free catalog. Ё 
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LAST OVER 


(Continued from page 6) 


have to be loose to ride trials well, 
don’t you? A lot of folks were changing 
gearing and stuff in preparation, but I 
already had an ace in the hole. Little 
did they know, but the 125 Penton had 
a first gear so low that it was utterly 
useless for anything else but trials- 
type riding. I cleaned all the sections, 
and was quite satisfied when the guy I 
had beaten in the cross-country picked 
up a handful of points. I decided that he 
was going to be my best competition, 
so I started watching him closely. 

Next on the schedule was a short- 
track, and I was hoping he was as bad a 
skidder as I was. In the race before 
ours, a couple of guys got run over, and 
it didn’t do too much for my confi- 
dence. It was a close and hairy set of 
races, but it turned out that I won one 
and he got the other, which still gave 
me a few points over him. 

It was amazing. I had never seen him 
before this day, nor had he seen me, 
but by this time we hated each other 
with a passion. This is one of the finer 
points of a competitive spirit—to be 
able to hate someone on sight, without 
regard to race, creed or color, and to do 
it with every fiber of your body. By the 
time we were lined up on the start 
straight of the motocross, I wanted to 
see his head on a platter, and I’m sure 
he was entertaining the same kind of 
sentiments. 

But, I had reasons. He was on a 
brand-new Suzuki motocrosser and, as 
I mentioned before, my bike was any- 
thing but fresh. I could see myself 
giving up a good eight or ten feet down 
every straight, and the scoring was 
such that your finishing position de- 
termined how many points you got. I 
had to finish second to him to even 
have a chance, and I wasn't sure but 
that I would have to win them both to 
beat him overall. 

Ican't remember just how the scor- 
ing went, but I believe I beat him by 
one place in the first moto, by virtue of 
a crash on his part, and then finished 
third while he won the second. I won't 
go into all the gory details of us both 
going down in a corner together, the 
block passing, and the tooth-gnashing 
in between motos; suffice it to say it 
was disgraceful, and we enjoyed every 
minute of it. 

By the time the results were tallied 
up, I had sampled the better part of a 
keg, and was laughing like a buffoon in 
the pits. I had won the overall, he had 
come in second, and to this day I still 
don't know his name, but before long 
we were all rolling around in the dirt 
together, having a good old time. But if 
Iever get out on a track with that 
mouth-breather again, I’m going to 
turn him into an ugly piece of the land- 
scape, I swear. П 


YOU SEND 
US $2, 
AND WELL 
SEND YOU 
BOB 
HANNAH. 


And Brad Lackey. And Marty Tripes. 
And a host of other motocross 
champions, all profiled in our 
collector's edition of MOTOCROSS 
STARS. 


Written by the editors of Motocross 
Action, . MOTOCROSS STARS 
features in-depth articles on the 
factory stars, the privateers, the farm 
team factory stars, and more. 


And it contains some of the most 
interesting ‘how-to’ features you'll 
ever read. How to start a career. How 
to get sponsors. Finding the right 
tracks. And comparisons of works 
bikes; theirs vs. yours. 


To order your copy (Do it now. You'd 
be surprised how fast they sell out.) 
Įsimply complete and return the 
coupon below. «Then cross your 
fingers and hope that Bob will fit in 
your mailbox. 


MOTOCROSS STARS 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, CA 91316 


$2 PER COPY. 


Please add 50 cents postage and 
handling on each copy ordered. 
Make checks payable to: Hi-Torque 
Publications. 
4 Name 
Address 
City 


State 


The 1980 Dirt Bike 
Calendar Is Here! 


And once you see it you'll understand why we expect it to be a total 
sellout. 

The 1980 DIRT BIKE Calendar features an exciting collection of 
full-color action shots, all suitable for framing. The cover shot 
alone, which you won't believe, is worth 
the price of the Calendar. 


Supplies are limited, so take the oppor- 
tunity to order yours now. 


Only $1.50 while supplies last. 


NAME 
ADDRESS/APT. # 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 


Please enclose $1.50 for each calendar 
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and handling. 
Make check or money order payable to 
Hi-Torque Publishing Company. 


BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH 
BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 11/2” BELT. 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 
Please send buckle(s). | have enclosed 
$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each 


buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an 
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


Only $16.95. 


Your back issues of Dirt Bike 
magazine are going to increase in 
value. Protect and preserve them in 
a tough, durable binder. It sports a 
finish with gold embossed lettering 
on both the front and spine. Only 
$7.95* each. 


(*Price includes $1 for postage and 
handling.) 


Plus Products, Inc. 

P.O. Box 14945 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 
Please send me 
add sales tax.) 


Name 


Dirt Bike binder(s). | have enclosed $7.95 for each binder ordered. (Nevada residents 


Address 


Су ae ae ee eS tate ee n core PELA PIRE 
PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS € ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
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KYB SHOCK (Continued from page 57) 


When drilling out the nitro, prepare fora 
loud “bang” when the gas blows out, 
and have the coffee can over the reser- 
voir to protect your eyes. 


aM y \ y 2 


The most important phase, filling the 
shock with oil. 


A little dab of grease does wonders for 
holding in the oil. 


both units together, remembering to 
put the new O-ring back into place. 
Tighten everything down, and pressur- 
ize the top end. 

After the shock is complete, go back 
and finish off the second one, then put 
"ет back on the bike. Be sure to keep 
the hose clamps away from the center 


of the reservoir to avoid piston binding. 


Now you're ready to go ride 'em. 

On our tester, we ran a 160 pressure 
the first time out, but with the new, 
lighter oil the units were too soft. To 
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Make sure the piston is in the middle of 
the reservoir. 


Air bubbles can ruin your suspension 
when trapped inside the shock body; be 
sure to get them a// out before 
rebuilding. 


Have friends around when rebuilding 
the shocks. It's too tough to do by 
yourself. 


correct this, bump up the preload a 
notch, then go back to re-pressurizing 
the reservoirs. After you get the right 
combination, you'll find that the Luft 
kits are quite an improvement over the 
stockers. And after a few races, you can 
go back in the garage and replace the 
oil. 

Overall, the Luft KYB shock reser- 
voirs are the way to go for RM and KX 
owners who don't have the big-buck 
race wallet to go out and buy a set of 
accessory shocks before hitting the 
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PJ1 fork oil is furnished in the kit, but 
you can experiment. 


Place the first shock in a jig like this 
during bleeding, then go on to the next 
shock. It takes a long time to remove 
the bubbles. 


Here's the completed outfit. The units 
are rebuildable, and the air pressures 
are up to you, although Luft 
recommends around 170 pounds. 


races. They'll make your stockers 
work very well, and at the same time 
keep your life savings in the bank. 


Distributed by: 
DG Performance Specialties 
1170 Van Horne 
Anaheim, California 92806 


Luft Shock Factory 

9831 Alhambra St. 

Canoga Park, California 91303 
Cost:—$49.95 


О 


BOWEL-BENDING BAIL-OFFS 
FEAR & LOATHING 


The last few editions of Crash and 
Burn have sold out completely... 
and for good reason. Crash and 
Burn is alive with the most 
exciting wipeouts, flamingos, 
tangles, dumps, clods and get-offs 
ever captured on film. Now, the 
editors of Dirt Bike Magazine 
present another collection of tip- 
overs, tank-slappers and 
wall-bangers. Find out why Crash 
and Burn is the most sought-after 
magazine of its kind around... 
ONLY $2.00 SEND FOR YOUR 
COPY NOW! 


Crash and Burn aoe 
August-’79 

Box 317 | 
Encino, California 91316 


Name 

Address 

City 
States ec Sesh Zip 


(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy 
ordered, plus 50 cents postage and 
handling. (U.S. funds) Make checks 
payable to Hi-Torque Publishing Co.) 


A. TANK SHIRT 

L] Emblem on front $5.70* 

LJ Emblem, both sides $6.70* 
Circle color: yellow blue 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Color: Orange 
Size: S XL only 
Emblem #. 


C. SWEATSHIRT $9.70* 
Circle color: red yellow It-blue 
white 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Emblem #. 


B. T-SHIRT 


L] Emblem on front $6.20* 

С Emblem, both sides $7.20* 
Circle color: white red yellow 
Circle size: S M L XL 
Emblem # EE 


JERSEY $17.20* 

Emblem on front and back. 
Circle color: red, blue, yellow 
Circle size: S M L XL 


* PRICES INCLUDE 75-CENTS FOR 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


BIKE TOPS 


FROM 
PLUS PRODUCTS 


CHOOSE YOUR T-, TANK OR SWEAT SHIRT DESIGN 


ENDURO 

BULTACO 

HARLEY DAVIDSON (Big Bike Racer) 
HARLEY DAVIDSON WINGS 
HARLEY DAVIDSON # 1 
MAICO 

DO IT IN THE DIRT 
JAWACZ . 

MOTOCROSS 

SUZUKI 

OSSA (flaming) 
HUSQVARNA (flaming) 
KAWASAKI (Big Bike Racer) 
HONDA (flaming) 

BSA (flaming) 

SUZUKI (Big Bike Racer) 
TRIUMPH 

TRIUMPH (flaming) 

MUD, SWEAT AND GEARS 


2685 
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SS 
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Make check or money order payable to: 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 14945 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 


Name 
Address 
City State 


PRICES EFFECTIVE FOR 90 DAYS — 


MEN'S SIZES ONLY! 


HARLEY '74 


U.S.A. 

DODGE VAN 

CHEVY VAN 

FORD VAN 

OLYMPIA BEER 

BOONES FARM 

COORS 

KEEP ON TRUCKIN 

LETS BOOGIE 

THE DEVIL MADE ME DO IT 

HOT DOG (skateboard) 

CHOPPERS MAGAZINE 
MOTOCROSS ACTION MAGAZINE 
BIG BIKE MAGAZINE 

DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 

VAN WORLD MAGAZINE (Do It In Your Van) 


Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax 


DB9-9 


Zip 


ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
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GREENHORN (Сорга. from pg. 29) 


Now, this was one impressive-look- 
ing chart, with enough complexity in 
speed changes to keep the computer 
boys in seventh heaven. The only thing 
was, nothing on the paper agreed with 
what the course looked like. 

Team DIRT BIKE took off on our 
minute, full of urine samples and 
vinegar, ready to take the Team Over- 
all Trophy. Hey, who cared if the Hunk 
had lots of points? The other two guys 
on the team were in the running for the 
overall win and very few teams were 
intact by the end of the first day. 
Things looked good for us. 

Unfortunately, bad craziness started 
almost immediately. Gary Woodling 
lost the ribbon within the first five 
miles. Nate and I stumbled onto the 
ribbon by accident and Gary caught up 
to us only by riding flat-out. 

We rode over one section that was 
eight miles of broken-up volcanic rock, 
all off-camber. Then, it was up and 
down endless, twisting, rock-filled 
sand washes, where you couldn't get 
your speed up high enough to float on 
the sand. Mostly second-gear stuff, 
sawing at the bars like madmen, trying 
to keep the bike vertical. 

Eventually, we broke out into open 
desert and started to make up some 
time. When we got back on time, we 
relaxed and looked ahead across one of 
the few flat stretches we'd seen in the 
first 20 miles, and we could see the 
dust from other riders in the far dis- 
tance. The dust angled off sharply to 
the left. Any fool could see that if a 
rider would just cut across open desert, 
he could save several miles and even 
more minutes. 

I was ready to cut across, but some- 
thing told me to ride a bit more ahead, 
just to play it safe. Could there be a 
check? Naw. No way. The desert was 
as flat as a pancake. We'd see people or 
vehicles if they were there. I almost 
peeled off to the left to cut the course 
then, but decided to ride up to the top 
of a slight rise to get another look at 
what lay ahead. 


Nothing. But, I thought I saw a small 
flash of something white. Or was it 
chrome? Hmmm. А check at my watch 
showed that I was very close to being 
on the minute, perhaps a fraction late. 
But, it's better late than early at a 
check. Just to play it safe, I continued 
following the ribbon, peering well 
ahead while riding. 

Just when I was about ready to forget 
it all and cut the course, someone 
popped up out of the ground and waved 
me into a hole. A hole! Dug right in the 
middle of the desert. Down in that hole 
were people manning a check. And a 
pickup truck. It must have been the 
roof of the truck that flashed in the 
sunlight, warning me. 

'' Hey," I said, “this is a pretty tricky 
check.” 

One of the folks laughed. ''Yeah. 
You ought to see the riders who blazed. 
off and missed this thing cold turkey. 
They're sure gonna be surprised when 
they get their buns disqualified for 
missing a check. Hee, hee.” 

The man looked positively evil. He 
obviously was one of that strange breed 
who enjoy making life intolerable for 
enduro riders. Especially clever ones. 

I accepted my mark (one.minute 
late) and proceeded out of the bowels of 
the earth and back on course. Things 
went well, in spite of the rough course. 
The Can-Am was working splendidly 
over the whoops and the long travel 
was deeply appreciated. Several times, 
though, the course got vague and all 
four of us lost the ribbon. Still, we were 
able to pick up the marking by riding 
around in ever-increasing circles. 

Team DIRT BIKE came into the 
second check basically intact, dropping 
only a few points total. Things looked 
good. After the check, the desert 
opened up a bit more and we were able 
to get up to higher speeds and smoother 
riding. The course kept dropping down 
into arroyos and washes, then clamber- 
ing back out to the desert floor again. 

Itried to save some time, by staying 
up on the flat stuff and keeping an eye 


Greenhorn 1979 Results 
A&B RIDERS 


TWO DAY FINISHERS 


Class 
Overall - Name Points 
Jay Tullis 18.08 1 
Gary Woodling 18.146 
Peter Smith 25 
27.03 
27.154 


1 

1 

Mike Adams 1 
Mike Wyrick 2 
Larry Woodruff 3 
Nate-Sciacqua 4 
Dan McKinney 2 
Greg Newland 1 
Harry Keast 2 
М: Rosendahl 2 
5 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

5 

2 

3 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Robert Keirns 
Сай Nelson 
John Ruddier 
Duane Nesse 
CurtHorst 
Geo: Landis 
Gregg Lusher: 
Kamczuzewski 
Randy Liebig 
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Position Class 


Club or Sponsor 


Chaparrals 

Dirt Diggers. 

Team Kolbe 
Chaparrals 
Chaparrals 

Spector СӘ.) 

Dirt Diggers 

OCMC 

Compet. Ser. Cycle 


Stump Jompers 
Desert Turkey 


Dirt Diggers 
OCMC 


Big Valley 
Check-Points 


on the ribbon down at the bottom of 
the sand washes, then jumping off and 
into the wash when the ribbon got hard 
to see. 

‘Bout the fourth jump into a sand 
wash, I saw some sharp-edged rocks 
jutting out of the surface of the sand. 
Gulp! Tha-whack! Lordy, what a 
violent impact. I sure hoped that it 
wouldn't get a flat from that landing. 

Thirty seconds later, I heard the un- 
mistakable flooop, flap, flub, flooop 
sound coming from the rear end. The 
Can-Am started to fishtail from side to 
side. I stopped and took a look. Yep. 
One each flat rear tire. 

Well, what can one do but continue 
under these conditions. For the next 
five miles or so, the carcass of the 
5.10x18 Dunlop rear tire held up OK, 
then the sidewall strength started to 
deteriorate badly. 

The Can-Am comes with Sun rims 
that have sharp pins holding the bead 
to the rims, rather than conventional 
rimlocks. These work just fine as long 
as the tire isn’t flat, but once that air is 
gone, those pins turn into slicers. 

In the next ten miles, the tire was 
almost carved from the rim. Climbing 
up hills was more carry and push than 
ride. Spokes started loosening up and 
the handling deteriorated. Another ten 
miles, and the tire started sprouting 
enough cords to look like cotton candy 
at the circus. 


The going got rougher and rougher. It 
wasn't too bad in the sand, but the 
rocks and hard-packed sections were 
grim. About 20 miles from the first gas 
check, the Can-Am ran out of gas once 
again. This time, it was caused by 
creeping along in first and second gear 
all that way. 

Luckily, a gentleman on a Maico 
happened along and took sympathy on 
me, and parted with some gas. He rode 
a Maico 400 Enduro that used ''almost 
no gas at all. I love it.’’ One of the 
faithful, no doubt. Anyway, he andI 
wandered into the gas check together 
and I found our pit crew, who rather 
happily informed me that I had houred 
out. At this point, that was OK with 
me. 

I found a cold beer and inhaled it. 

''How's our team doing?’’ I asked. 

''Great. They're a little behind, but 
so's everybody. No one can find the 
course. The ribbon is all over the place. 
Nate said it looked like they dropped it 
from an airplane.” 

He was not too far off. Even asI was 
limping in, with that flat tire, I had lost 
the ribbon time after time. It appeared 
that whoever laid out the course, did it 
backwards on the Sunday loop. That is, 
working from the finish, inward. Lots of 
clubs do this, but most of them realize 
what side of the bush, or tree, to tie the 
ribbon on. Whoever laid out the Sun- 
day loop must have been two feet tall 


PICTURE 
YOURSELF 


THE FACE 
OF THIS UNIQUE 
PERSONALIZED WATCH. 


' Five illustrations to choose from. 
C] MX 0 Chopper О Van 
О Soccer О Skateboard 


Send a photo of yourself, or someone 
you care about, to be painted in an 
action scene on the face of this 
sturdy, all-purpose watch. 


$31.95 The Basic * Full one year 
service warranty. 


$51.95 The Fancy ® 17 jewel, shock 
and water resistant. Gold tone case 
with stainless steel back. Two year 

service warranty. 


$71.95 The Very Fancy * 17 jewel, 
self-winding, shock and water 
resistant. Silver tone case with 
stainless steel back. Two year service 
warranty. 


Name on watch 


Indicate hair color. —.. Eye color __ 
Complexion 


Make check or money order payable to: 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. Box 14945 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip 

(* Prices include $2 for postage and handling.) 


Prices Effective For 90 Days 
Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax 


ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


$7.45 
UT 
STICKIES 
ЖУЛ | 3-518 x 2-7/8" 


25-cents each or 5 for $1 


H-70 H-700 $15.45 


GOGGLES * Hydron-coated for super 
protection. Prevents fogging. Adjustable strap 
for convenient fit. 


up SS 
GLOVES • Attractive and durable 
cowhide leather. Beautifully stitched to 
provide the utmost in comfort and 
protection. $14.45. 


Make check or money order payable to: DB9-9 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. • P.O. BOX 14945 • LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 
(Nevada Residents Add Sales Tax) 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


GLOVES 
О Cowhide Leather . . . $15.45* 
Circlesize: SML 


GOGGLES 
ОН-70... $8.45* 
О Н-700 ... $16.45* 


DIRT BIKE STICKIES 
— — at 25-cents each 
— at 5 for $1.00 


THESE LOW PRICES CAN ONLY BE GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS 
*PRICE INCLUDES $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


TAKE YOUR 
BEST SHOT 


No matter what, you can’t miss with the 

DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 

An outstanding collection of the best off- 
road motorcycle photographs taken by . 

Dirt Bike’s staff and contributing 

photographers. 

Plus. . .a rundown on the equipment 

and style techniques you should 

have to become a better 


trackside photographer! 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM -79 
BOX 317° ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


Name 


Address 
SUPPLIES LIMITED 
ORDER TODAY 


ONLY $2.00 


City 
State Zip. 


(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy ordered, plus 50 cents 
postage and handling. Make check payable to Daisy/ Hi- 
Torque Publishing Company.) DB9-9 


Circle number 16 on page 73 


and walked backwards the whole way. 
Ribbon was tied to the low back side of 
everything. 

We loaded up my dead Can-Am and 
headed for the next gas stop. I was ab- 
solutely amazed at the results of a 
scientific experiment I performed on 
the way over to that second gas stop. 
Once, as a mere lad in the service of 
this country, I was informed that the 
human bladder will only hold one pint 
of liquid. 

Balderdash! If you've just finished 
riding a half day in the desert, your 
bladder will hold about the same quan- 
tity as a small Doughboy swimming 


pool. 
We arrived at the second check about 


an hour before the riders arrived. First 
in was Gary Woodling on the XR500. 
Next in was Nate on the IT with a flat 
front tire, followed by John Rudder 
with another flat up front. The Diggers 
pit crew whipped into overdrive and 
got the rubber changed in minutes. Our 
boys had a re-set here and used the 


. time to rest and eat. 


Gary was on a natural high. He’d 
been hitting checks close, or zeroing all 
day. Nate had burned a few. I told them 
what had happened to me, making it 
sound a lot more horrible than it really 
was. The team rested, then took off. 

We loaded up, and hit the next check 
and set up. 

Team DB rode in with two more 


HI-POINT RACING 


PRODUCTS 
“What the Winners Rely On” 


HI-POINT MOTO-CROSS GLOVES 


All leather 


Nylon/leather 


Nylon/leather 


Now three great styles of Hi-Point G.P. gloves to choose from at your Hi-Point dealers. Our all 
lambskin G.P. glove and two dynamite nylon/leather models with one featuring a knit cuff. All 
Hi-Point G.P. gloves are available in sizes 5 thru 11 in all the popular team colors. They are 
available with or without padded palms. Hi-Point G.P. gloves are made in Finland and are used 
by Champions like Darrell Schultz, Frank Stacy and Frank Gallo. 


HI-POINT 
M-X BOOTS ӯ 


"The Choice of 
Champions” like Brian | 
Meyerscough апа E 
Brad Lackey. Hi-Point $4 
boots feature top grain 
leather, quick fasten 
buckles, shin and an- 
kle protection, M-X 
sole and the stainless 
steel shin plate. In 
sizes 5 thru 14 plus % 
sizes and in Mini M-X 
sizes 7 thru 11. 


HI-POINT RACING BELTS 

С j xi TIMER 

These Hi-Point li 

Racing Belts are a 
must for off-road 
racers and we have 
them in both youth 
and adult sizes. 
Elastic and Velcro 
fastening for great 
protection, fit and 
comfort. Plastic 
stays in the back. Hi- 
Point Racing Belts 
are available in all 
popular team colors 
and are guaranteed 
against tearing at 
the seams. 


SEE OUR ENTIRE LINE OF RACING PRODUCTS AT YOUR HI-POINT DEALERS 


HI-POINT 

RACING PRODUCTS 

3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, OH 

P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo. TX 79105 
9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827 
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HI-POINT RACING JERSEY 
VISOR DECALS 

Two trick decals, one for your jersey and 
one for your visor. $1.00 per set. Send to 
Hi-Point Racing Decals, 3709 W. Erie 
Ave., Lorain, OH 44053. 


flats. A bit late and more than con- 
fused. Gary yelled, '"That ribbon is all 
over the place. You follow it, then it 
splits off in two directions. Then you 
have to follow the ribbon to find some 
arrows to see if you're going in the 
right direction. It's totally screwed up. 
Everyone is wandering around out 
there like lost little sheep.” 

I walked around the pits after we got 
our people going again and listened to 
the comments about the course layout: 

"Impossible. It must have been laid 
out by chimps!”’ 

'"The pits. It's the absolute bottom 
line. The course crosses itself at least 
four times—maybe five—not even the 
Bionic Man could follow that ribbon.'' 

"I've been up the same canyon about 
four times. Who needs this?" 

The pits stayed stationary for the 
next loop. We watched, looked and 
waited. Then, way ahead of schedule 
came the DB team, riding within yards 
of each other. The first rider into the 
finish was Nate. He stopped the bike 
about a hundred yards out, reached 
in the tool bag on the IT for something, 
then drew a six-foot rattler out of the 
bag and swung it above his head like a 
lariat as he rode to the finish line. He 
then heaved it at the Pasadena M.C. 
members working the finish and yelled 
his brains out, ''Here, Pasadena М.С. 
Here's one of your members I found 
out on the course! I think this is the 
one who laid out the Sunday route!" 

The snake curled through the air and 
the P.M.C. scattered. Later, we found 
out that Nate had killed the rattler 
about 20 miles out from the finish line 
and brought it in to ‘‘demonstrate’’ 
what he thought of the event. 

All three riders, Nate, Gary and John, 
came in on flats. 

We cleaned up, loaded up, and then 
hung around awhile to check out the 
results. It was too chaotic to handle. 
Riders were filing protests right and 
left. As it turned out, a substantial part 
of the Sunday loop was thrown out. 

We waited for word of the results for 
afew weeks, then found out that Gary 
Woodling had tied for the win on our 
stone-stock XR500. When the tie- 
breakers were examined, Jay Tullis 
(Factory Team Honda) was declared 
the overall winner on a highly modified 
XR185. They had both dropped 18 
points over the two days. We like to 
think that our very own enduro editor 
at least won a moral victory. Gary was 
оп a stocker. Jay was on a trick bike. 
They both won. 

As it turned out, Nate got seventh 
overall and John got 14th overall and 
absolutely dominated the B riders and 
scored a clean win in the 200 B class. 

If I'd finished, DIRT BIKE would 
have won the Team Trophy. 

Then again, if a frog had wings, he 
wouldn't bump his ass on the ground 
when he traveled, now would he? O 


|| Order back issues of DIRT BIKE now and save money. a 

Я Three issues for ONLY $1. [| 

Г Circle the issues you want and complete the coupon below. | 

Е Feb '72 How to climb hills Nov 73 Bing carb Nov 75 Novice advice Mar '78 Knobbies Е 
Apr '72 Waterproof your carb Dec '73 Trail trickery Dec '75 World trials Apr '78 11 Grand gasser Е 
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B Enclose $1 for each set of three back issues ordered, plus $1 per set for postage and handling. Canadian add $1.50 per set Bü 

я for postage, other foreign add $2 per set for postage (U.S. funds). Make check payable to Hi-Torque Publishing Company. 

Your magazines will take three to six weeks to arrive. Watch for them! B 


WE HAVE SOME 
SECRETS FOR YOU 


Lots of them. Like how to jump. 
Climb hills. Pass. Crash. Gain 
seconds on your laptime. And win. 
They’re straight from riders like Han- 
nah, Lackey, and the editors of 
DIRT BIKE. And they're hot. Read 
Professional Riding Secrets. But 
keep it to yourself. 


Just between you and me, send me a copy of Pro Riding Secrets 


post-haste. I’ve enclosed $2.00. 
- Name 
] Address | 
| City/State/Zip | 
| DB9-9 | 
] Professional Riding Secrets | 
Box 317 Please enclose $2 plus 50 to cover postage. handling, and vows of sec- 
; : : гесу (US funds) Orders not including postage cannot be processed | 
Encino, California 91316 Make check or money order payable to Hi-Torque Publishing Co 
асгында не ану н ын шна i RG DN ы ШОО усы ل‎ 


FREE. 


Order a subscription to Van-Pick- 
up & Off-Road World (at a 30% 
discount) and we’ll send you, free, 
an advance copy of the all-new 
DIRT BIKE 1980 Calendar. 


This offer i НЯСЕ MUD? FULL SPEED AHERD! 
does not $ 
apply to re- 
newals and is 
good only 
while supplies 


an BE л 


& Off-Road 
ЕЕ җе тыр ола 
Special Offer DB9-9 
Box 317 Encino, CA 91316 


О One year at $9.98 (30% e) 
O Two years at $18.98 (36% off! 
Three years at $27.97 (429/o off!) 


r---- 


Name 
Address/Apt. $$. — | 1 
City/State/Zip 


Canadian subscriptions add $2 per year, other 
foreign add $3 per year (U.S. funds). Please in- 
clude a check or money order with this coupon. 


Circle number 18 on page 73 


They're here right. now—t 

series motocross shock. With perfor- 

mance features that will blow your mind 

—infinite low pressure air adjustment, 

ultra light weight, unique flexible ‘Нет: 
Joint” . . . and they're rebuildable so 
you really save. 


Available for Suzuki RM 125, Suzuki RM 250/400 and Honda CR 125R/250R. 


Contact the distributor nearest you. 
DG PERFORMANCE SPECIALTIES 
1170 Van Horne Road, Anaheim, CA 92806 


TORSTEN HALLMAN RACING INC., 


1300 Hill Street, El Cajon, CA 92020 


TORSTEN HALLMAN RACING EAST, 


440-Belden Ave., Addison, IL 60101 


K Y 3° 


SAVE THIS AD! It’s your key to 


some of the best savings on First SCOTT 
chandise! Call us Toll Free for MX BOOT 
our complete price list! $ 1 2750 
STEVE 
STACKABLE > > © Mo 
MX PANTS 
2 $8450 
K|—94^ | s $3590 
H S&W MOTOR OIL 
Я SHOCKS (24) MIX PER CASE 


slt 


comp. 9950 
ELECTRO PRO 69 50 
HELME 


BELL 
MOTO Ш 


METZELER TIRES 
3. m 


4359 4. 9 450 


ABOVE PRICES DO NOT 
INCLUDE SHIPPING CHARGES 


PRODUCTS, INC. 


| Р.О. ВОХ 1845 
U PONTIAC, MICH. 48056 
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` GrabHoldof 
a Winner! 


CALL 
EUM sar, 
MOTOR-X | 
NEEDS! «2 


1 у жне 


IN MICHIGAN, CALL ( 


KAYABA INDUSTRY COMPANY, LTD. 
3913 West Segerstrom Avenue 
Santa Ana, California 92704 


MAIL ORDER 
DIRECT AND 


fà‏ 50%1 اا 


OURY HANDLE 


BAR GRIPS “1 te - 
MIKUNI-CARBS 


PREJETTED $3 495 


RM125 34MM C. T. ALLOY 


TSUBAKI $ 4 5 95 g 
y 


428 132L 


ALL 
SPROCKETS 


CHAIN 
(520) 51 9.95 


FRONT SPROCKET $5. 50 


SPECIAL! SUZUKI 
CONVERSION KIT 
125N 


520 $2 995 


313) 683-2517 


Eu nae E 


FROM THE SADDLE 


(Continued from page 4) 


Not one of them was stock. Each 
bike was tricked to the max. Simons 
forks, Fox Shox, plastic everything, 
titanium enduro jugs, Metzeler tires 
with Armor-All sprayed on them. The 
works! 

Our friend chose a 350 Jawa that 
weighed only 154 pounds, full of gas, 
ready to ride. It had 14 inches of travel, 
20 inches of ground clearance and a low 
saddle height of 32 inches. The bars 
were pre-cut to fit through the trees 
and a bank of timekeeping instruments 
were mounted on the magnesium 
handlebars. 

'"When's the next enduro?'' he 
asked. 

'"There'sone starting right now,”’ 
said St. Pete. ‘‘I’d ride with you, but 
I'm only a B rider and this one's for A 
riders only." 

Our friend rode over to the start area 
and went through the sound check. His 
exhaust registered only 26 dbs on the A 
scale, slightly louder than the heart- 
beat of a gnat. His number was 12A. 
Good. Not too early, but not too late. 
Let the others knock the brush down, 
but keep the ruts shallow. 

There was only one other rider on his 
number and he didn't get a good look at 
him as they left the line. The other 
rider took the lead and headed into the 
woods. Our friend followed, being 
careful to maintain a 24 mph average. 

The course was beautiful. Dark, 
loamy soil made up the ground. No 
dust was visible. Trees grew exactly 34 
inches apart. The temperature was 72 
degrees, plus or minus one tenth of a 
degree. Our friend rode onward, keep- 
ing very close to schedule. The rider on 
his minute stayed about 60 yards ў 
ahead. | 

That guy was good. When he rode up ў 
а gnarly hill, both feet stayed on the i 
pegs. Our friend dabbed three times. i 
When a deep stream crossing loomed 
ahead, the rider in front wheelied 
across. Our friend rode in to the air 
intake level, then pushed the rest of 
the way with the engine shut off. When 
he emerged from the water, he was as- 
tounded that no water had entered his 
boots and that the leathers were also 
waterproof. 

The bike was a joy to ride. It was 
light, responsive and had a smooth, 
soft suspension that never bottomed. It 
had so much low-end torque, that he 
only had to shift four times in 60 miles. 
He stopped once when he got a bit 
ahead of schedule and checked his gas 
tank. A rough mental calculation indi- 
cated that the bike was getting about 
200 miles per gallon. Not bad for a 350 
two-stroke with 43 horsepower. 

As the day progressed, our friend 
gained confidence and he tried to catch 


up to that rider in front of him, even 
though he stood a chance of burning a 
check. But, try as he might, the skills 
of that mystery rider were just too 
great. 

He was able to thread his bike 
through trees like a skilled surgeon. He 
rode over sharp rocks as if they were 
pool table tops. Mud? No problem. Just 
gas it and hang on. 

The more our friend watched the 
rider in front of him, the more his re- 
spect grew. By the time the 190-mile 
enduro reached the last check, he 
realized that he'd had the privilege of 
watching the finest enduro rider he'd 
ever seen in action. 

Five minutes after the enduro was 
over, the results were posted. Our 
friend and Saint Peter wandered over 
and checked the board. Our friend had 
taken a win in the Open A class, but 
the mystery rider—who was listed by a 
number only —had taken the overall 
win. 

Our friend turned to Saint Peter and 
asked, ''You know that rider in front of 
me? Was that... wasthat...the 
Lord?”’ 

Saint Peter sighed and said, ''Yes, 
But He thinks He's John Penton.” O 
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REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE: 
READER RATE: 


reading, emulsion down. 


California 91436. 


SPECIALISTS IN 2 CYCLE 
ENGINE CYLINDER LINER 
REPLACEMENT 

Small Engine Machine Works, Inc. 


2217 N. Vancouver Ave. 
Portland, OR 97227 
(503) 284-6983 


Small Engine Machine 
Works, Inc. 


Custom Manufactured 
‘Motorcycle Cylinder Liners 


NATIONAL 
HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE 
ASSOCIATION 


Suite 501, 1441 Broadway 
New York, МУ. 10018 
212-966-4320 


MY COPY OF 
DIRT 
BIKE? 


My town is 


Send your request to 


Encino, CA 91436 


NET EC Market 


For firms or individuals offering commercial.products or services: $1.50 per word. . . minimum order $30.00. 


For individuals with a personal item to buy or sell: $1.00 per word. . . minimum order $15.00. 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: 1 inch x 1 column, $75.00; 2 inch x 1 column, $150.00; 3 inch x 1 column, $300.00. 
Frequency discount (CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ONLY): 5 percent for 6 months; 10 percent for 12 months paid in 
advance. For additional sizes: information available on request. Advertiser to supply film negatives, right 


All copy must be typewritten or clearly printed. Payment must accompany copy. First word in all classified ads 
set in CAPS. All copy subject to publisher's approval. Advertisers using Post Office box numbers in their 
address MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad is run. 


Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, DIRT BIKE Magazine, 16200 Ventura Boulevard, Encino 


WHO BOUGHT You know, if it's not one thing it's anoth- 


er. Now I find out that my local magazine 
dealer doesn't carry Dirt Bike. And it 

sells out so fast I can't find it anywhere else. 
So do me a favor, and get my poor dealer to carry your 
magazine. This is the last straw, and believe you 


My local dealer's name and address is 


Hi-Torque Publications 
Attn: Public Relations Department 
16200 Ventura Boulevard 


Honda XL-XR 
250-500 
2% gallon $49.50 


Honda CR 250-R 
3.2 gallon $49.50 


Plas 
for most models 

1 to 3.8 gallon 

24 styles— 7 colors 
Clarke Mfg. Co. 
Rt. 1 Box 576 
Mulino, OR 97042 
(503) 829-2156 
79 catalog ready now 


me, I mean business. 


YAMAHA TT500 
HORSEPOWER 
SPECIALISTS 


Mikuni carb kits, air cleaner boxes, 
enduro and TT cams, large valves, valve 
spring kits, cylinder head modifications 
and suspension components. 

Send for free brochure to: 


MIKE BURKE 

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 
DEPT. D 

P.O. BOX 95 

PEARBLOSSOM, CALIFORNIA 93543 
(213) 782-0640 

We also specialize in high-performance 


accessories for four-stroke street bikes. 
Send $2 for complete catalog. 


с/ eDed uo RI ›әашпи 31911 
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RIDE MORE ТНАМ 40 MILES ON: YOUR: DIRT BIKE? YOU NEED THE 

SKINNY-FAT- DISTANCE-TANK! THE SAME TANKS USED BY BAJA 

500-1000 WINNERS, FACTORY TEAMS AND OTHER: PRO RIDERS. 

6. MODELS FIT: MOST DIRT 

BIKES: SEND 50c FOR INFO. DON VESCO PRODUCTS. INC. 
; 7565. NORTH AVENUE 


LEMON GROVE; CA 92045 


SEPTEMBER 1979/DIRTBIKE 71 


—————————— — ——————————————————————————————————À € 


gp The Dirt Bike Subscription Sale. 


If you want to reap, now's the time 
to do it. By subscribing to Dirt 
Bike today you'll save over 3096 
off our regular cover price. Just 
send us your check or money order 
for only $9.98, and we'll see to it 
that a year's worth of issues (12) 
are hand delivered to your empty- 
but-soon-to-be-full mailbox. Think 
of it. No more searching for sold 
out copies. Why don't you take the 
money you save and go buy 
yourself something nice. You 


lucky guy. 


[| 

| 

Dirt Bike ® Box 317 ® Encino, California 91316 > 

12 issues for only $9.98 (Cover price $15) В 

[| 

[| 

Name i 

Address 1 

Сібу A = State Zip ^ 

Please include a check or money order with each subscription. Canadian subscrip- || 
tions add $2 postage and handling. Other foreign add $3. Checks should be made 

payable to Hi-Torque Publishing Company. Your first issue will take 6 to 8 weeks to [| 

arrive. Watch for itl i 

ов-9 В 


PRESENTING 


DIRT BIKES 30% OFF 
SUBSCRIPTION SALE. 
READ IT AND REAP 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY. 


ART ЛИКЕ 


In order to receive free information on products advertised in Dirt Bike, 
plus the name of the closest dealer, simply complete the following steps: 
1) Print your name, address, city and state on the coupon below. 
2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 numbers) 
which corresponds with the number at the bottom of the ad. 
Literature and the name of your dealer will be sent to you directly 
from the advertiser. 
3) Place the coupon in an envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover the cost 
of postage and handling and mail to: 
DIRT BIKE 
Reader Service 
P.O. Box 317 

Encino, California 91316 

(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) 


Take a 
(ross 


country 
tour for 


123 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 
51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 


If motorcycle 


touring beckons = = = 

ou CYCLE To continue making Dirt Bike the kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 
you, = your help. Please answer the following questions (circle the number opposite your 
TOURING is the answer): 
magazine you М 1. AGE GROUP 7. IF YOU COMPETE, WHICH TYPE? 
ened buy. | " ароба Motocross i ; s : ; : ; : , 1 


In it, you'll learn what bikes are * 3.45 SS Elattrack Уллы... 
best for the road. Where to go. And 
what to bring with you. 


41 or over ............ 


8. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
ЕН BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 


It contains just about everything 


you'll need to know to plan your НЫ 22 Кор ишкс 

road adventures. Like product $20,000 or more .......4 

tests. Road tests. Advice on cycle- 9. IF SO, WHAT MAKE DO YOU 
3. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? PLAN TO BUY? 


camp trailers. And more. Yas so S o ees 1 


AndiGY CLETOURING:tells the: иа TOOT ee 
story of four real-life cross-country 4. IF YES, HOW MANY? 10. HOW MUCH DO YOU PLAN TO 


; е б SPEND ON ACCESSORIES FOR 
пара tet will simply make you YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
rool. 


5. WHAT MAKE(S) DO YOU OWN? PURING THE NEXT EAR 
LEN 1 

Life in the fast lane has never been ве = 950-9100 55 veis s 2 
easy. And until CYCLE ds p асат 


TOURING, it's never been so EB се $400ormore......... 
much fun. 


A OE OOS = 11. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
S OCTO Se ase OF ARTICLES INTEREST YOU. 

cod MM MM Сыз ME EI i c e THE MOST? INSERT LETTER 

. Competition 1st 
DB9-9 B. Technical/How-to's 2nd 
C. New bike tests 3rd 
D. Personality features Ath 
E. Product evaluations 5th 


Penton/KTM . 
Husqvarna ... 


Send for your copy today. 


CYCLE TOURING July 1979 12. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE MOTOR- 


| Box 317 6. WHAT TYPE OF BIKE(S) DO YOU CYCLE MAGAZINES DO YOU 
д 9 L OWN? READ MOST OFTEN? 
Encino, California 91316 Trail/Enduro 6 A. Motorcyclist INSERT LETTER 
Motocross ... А B. Motocross Action ist —— 
Street/Trail xe C. Cycle 2nd 
D. Dirt Bike 3rd __ 


E. Cycle World 


Name F. Cycle Guide 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


(Please enclose $2.00 for each copy ordered, plus 
50 cents postage and handling. Make checks 
payable to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc.) 
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Crash and Burn 


“Tf all else fails and you just can't pass a guy, 
take him out!’’.... Gunga Din 


= T = 


Photo by Wizard Racing Photography 


We'll pay you $10 if your photo is published. Send your shots to Crash and Burn, DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316. 
e also pay for any photos published in the semi-annual Crash and Burn Specials. 
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MOTOR CYCLE 
HIGH PERFORMANCE 


1CYCLE LUBRICANT 
* PETROLEUM 
* NON POLLUTING 
* SMOKELESS 


Is it really true! Yes, the oil shown above is the 
original 50-1 petroleum lubricant for air-cooled 2- 
cycle engines. 


THE DURALUBE STORY 
DOESN'T START IN BAJA: 


The original 50-1 

Duralube was conceived in 1972 and the first bottles 
were not sold until 1974. During this period, we did 
much testing both with petroleums and synthetics in 
an effort to find a 2-stroke oil which would stand the 
torture and high temperatures of the California desert 
and long uphill sand washes. We could not, and still 
have not, found a synthetic or combination of any 
which would meet our requirement needs eand 
standards. 


No air-cooled 2-stroke engine oil standards 
Background research into 2-stroke engine oil sources 
showed there was little or no developmental work in 
this field. Evidence indicated the only testing 
procedures of any real consequence were 
established by the BIA (Boating Industry 
Association.) At the present time, the ASTM has not 
established standards for air-cooled, 2-stroke engine 
oils, either petroleum or synthetic. This lack of 
guidelines has led to marketing of many borderline or 
sub-standard oils, and many riders are still suffering 
from such products. 


BIA standards not good enough 

Further research will show most air-cooled 2-stroke 
oils are derivatives or first cousins of BIA standards. 
These typically are allowed to contain up to 20% 
solvent. This may be okay for water cooled 
outboards but certainly not air-cooled engines 
producing higher horsepower output per cc, such as 
your Yamaha or Suzuki. And that's not all! The BIA's 
severest test procedure for service, TC-W, which is a 
50-1 certification runs 75% of the test at 25-1 
mixtures — a little unscientific, don’t you think? 
What does your oil measure up to? 


What about 100-1 synthetic certifications? 
Some synthetic manufacturers refer to a BIA 100-1 
certification, and there is no such designation! The 
BIA attempted such a classification and could only 
get conflicting results. The project was abandoned. 
Degradability and non-smoking characteristics seem 
to be a synthetic’s only real claim to fame. Un- 
fortunately, this was widely editorialized in the early 
seventies. Test reports last year out of Switzerland 
indicate many synthetics are NOT degradable at all. 


What's wrong with synthetics in 2-strokes? 
In the presence of the high temperatures of 
combusion found in air-cooled 2-strokes, and the 
residues of gasoline, carbon, oxygen, and water 
vapor, synthetics tend to form a sticky, blackish 
residue. This clogs the pores of the piston which 
reduces heat transfer to the cylinder wall. As the heat 
rises, the piston gets larger. From then on, it’s simple 
mathematics. Heat expands piston, piston gets larger 
than the bore, and it STOPS; called a seizure. 


A new science 

Since the beginning, we were never interested in the 
conventional approach to a 2-stroke oil. This IS the 
very reason for our existence, to produce 2-stroke 
lubricants which would eliminate the problems 
thought to be characteristic of the engine. We are 
finding most of these are oil related. By shrugging off 
conventional concepts and ways, and creating new 
ideas and approaches, we have learned to produce 
the finest 2-stroke engine lubricants. 


AMAZING 


TWO STROKE OIL 
BREAKTHROUGH 
DURALUBE 50 to 1 


... Lubricated the only Suzuki RM 370 to finish 
the treacherous BAJA 1000 2nd Overall! 


Why Duralube 50-1? 

Neither the BIA or any other proposed testing 
procedure takes into consideration smoking, plug 
fouling, or the effects of the oil on your fuel octane. 
We do! For the same reasons, bean oils are a thing of 
the past. Dirty, messy and sticky, but it does happen 
to mix with alcohol! Last year, a 5 page article 
concluded these had to be mixed at 16-1 because 
power was lost at anything beyond even 25-1. We 
thought this was common knowledge years ago that 
since bean oils oxydize so rapidly in the high 
temperatures of a 2-stroke, they must be mixed in 
heavy ratios in order to keep the engine from 
bogging. This conclusion should have been simple 
and direct; yet the truth was totally overlooked. A 
classic example of conceptualized thinking. 


Smokeless 

Duralube 50-1 is the only truly petroleum 2-stroke 
lubricant designed to prevent smoking, and it does. 
Smoking, in very simple terms, is non-combustion, 
and is associated with what we call "blubbering," or 
that feeling of not getting full RPM. Common 'heavy 
carbon' oils and solvents tend to do this. Duralube 
does not. No test procedures that we know of, or any 
proposed ones include this as a requirement. 
Smoking is simply accepted as non-solvable. 

No plug fouling 

Plug fouling is a thing of the past using Duralube. 
Ever go for the hole shot and couldn't quite get full 
RPM out of your engine?? Try Durablue, your bike 
will come on clean and quick; an absolute necessity 
for the hole shot. Durablue is designed to prevent 
plug fouling without using synthetics or 'synthetic 
blends'. We do it using petroleum and special agents 
known only to ourselves. 


Duralube does not lower fuel octane 
Duralube 50-1 is more compatible with the 
combustion process. It is a little known fact that oils 
mixed with gasoline reduce the net octane of the 
fuel; with many oils to quite a measurable degree. In 
everyday language, this means if you buy 95 octane 
fuel and then mix a 16-1 or 20-1 type lubricant, you 
may result in a 90 octane mix or even lower. A low 
octane fuel mix means earlier possibility of seizures in 
a 2-stroke. Since our beginning in 1974, and during 
our research prior to that, we have made this 
requirement a part of our testing procedure. 


Check your 2-stroke oil 

If your oil is labeled by viscosity that is 30£, 40#, or 
50# weight, there is something wrong. Either the guy 
who makes it doesn't know much about it, or he 
thinks he is still selling to people who don't know any 
better. Viscosity rating is a joke in 2-stroke oils. When 
the oil is mixed with fuel, viscosity means nothing. 


Dramatic change from using Duralube 

We are so impressed with the effect of our research 
in producing Duralube and the difference you will 
notice in engine response, RPM, and power in using 
it, we urge you to try it in your motor today 
Order from your favorite dealer, save 12 bottles. Cut 
out the Duralube logos. Send them to Duralube, and 
we will send you a famous "Mother's Milk for your 
pet 2-stroke" tee shirt FREE. State size; S, M, L, XL, 
and don't forget your address. 


As the racers who use it 

TOM KELLEY, Mojave, Calif .... SCORE off road rider 
of the year. Tom rode through infamous "Thunder 
Alley" a 17 mile straight stretch of road WFO without 
even breathing his 125, to win the Parker '400'. Try 
that with your bean oil road racers. 


Ron Bishop BAJA Rider, Lt. 
Tom Denner Duralube Pres., Rt. 


BOB BALENTINE, in 1978 put together an all time 
record, which included 21 CONSECUTIVE overall 1st 
place wins. 


Proof positive 

In 1977, Ron Bishop, a well-known ISDT rider rode a 
370 RM SUZUKI to a second overall finish in the 
torturous BAJA 1000 using Durablue 50-1, in spite of 
the fact Suzuki says 50-1 won't work. This is the only 
Suzuki ever to finish the BAJA 1000 in such a high 
position. With proper lubrication, this is a good 
example of the reliability and longevity of a 2-stroke 
engine. Try coaxing a 4-stroke to finish the BAJA 
1000 at the pace set by 2-strokes!!! 


Don't accept substitutes 

Be sure you get the original genuine Duralube 50-1 
High Performance for Motorcycles. Since the 
beginning, others have copied our bottle with its 
easy-to-mix graduations, but no one can duplicate 
the contents. We do it all — research, formulating 
and packaging. We bottle for nobody else under any 
other names. We are proud of our products. 


Sold nationwide 

Duralube is sold nationwide through the largest and 
finest distributors in the motorcycle industry; Rocky 
Cycle, Full House, Wheelsport, Fox Distributing, 
Milne Distributing, Helmet House, and Nero 
Equipment. 


For Your Racer Pack 
Or More Information 
Contact Us Now: 


DURALUBE, Inc. 


270 N. VINEDO AVE. 
PASADENA, CA 91107 


(213) 795-7628 
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1 JT PLATE NUMBERS 

№ Both models are available in 
| | FR BY Black/Red, Black/Yellow, or 
| Y №8 White/Red Trim. All come in a 

| pack of ten numbers. 

| 09-104 Fat Numbers —for those 

oneortwo digit low Dos. M 
| .95/pack 
( 09-102 Skinny Numbers — for 


those three digit plates. ...... 
—_ i $4.95/pack 


= TM. 


4 pairs of Bolts in 6", 7", А 


10" and 14” sizes (1 
pair each size). Pick 
from white/blue, 


white/black, black, 
JT VINYL PATCHES white/red or yellow/ 
Sticky backed patches can be sewn red .......... $3.95 


on anything worn or rode. Machine 
washable. Give color and size 


$7 5. 07-570 чо к ..$795 07-577 C INE СЯ $795 07-578 deci. S wm $7.95 07-581 
$ Super Hannah, Marty Smith and many more. Specify Men's, 


Women's, or Kid's Sizes: $, M, L, or (XL—Men only). When ordering be sure to include part number, 


Neat nylon wallet is light- 
weight and comes in three 
"team" colors. Features the 
"keeper flap" inside to keep 
your credit cards and money 
from sliding out and a plastic 
picture holder for all 


These are the most effective mud 
guards you'll ever own. Constructed 
from thick polypropylene plastic for 
easy and simple installation, they 
keep hands and levers dry and 
clean. Popular with many National 
riders because they won't sag or 
flop. Includes the new superneat JT 
insignia. Indicate bike brand when 
ordering ............. $8.95/pair | 


29 "OUT-A-SIGHT" big 
ones—count'em $7.95 


eCTIAVIE E p 


Basic bag full -of 45 | pine 
TRICK-O Stickers. $3.95 22: 


AES 


when ordering. 5%” wide $1.50, 
4%" wide $1.30, 3%" wide $1.20 


sare a yo 


Filled with more 4st class 
oodies plus photos of your 

avorite riders! 

U.S.A.. $4.00 Foreign. $7.00 


МАМЕ Е es ee m EE 

ADDRESS 

CITY ES ecce EU STATE сае Шз сш шше 
Send Money Order to avoid delay in shipping. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. All foreign orders add 


10% for shipping charges and must be prepaid in US currency. For super-fast delivery call us at (714) 
427-0971. All orders less than $10.00 pleose add $150 handling fee. Allow 45-day delivery on orders 


placed with personal checks WE DO NOT ACCEPT MASTER CHARGE 


NUMBER APPLIED 
() Visa / () Amer. Express 
Credit Card №. — — 


NAME APPLIED 
AMT.ENCLOSED __— 
Expiration Date 


your fondest 
memories. 
Available 
nowin Black/ 
Yellow, Blue/ 
Yellow or Red 
/Yellow $7.95 : 
ВІАСК 09-666 


ВЕР 09-668 


BLUE 09-667 


DESCRIPTION QTY SIZE COLOR AMOUNT 


If additional space is required when ordering, write down the items (including quantity, size, color and 
amount) on a separate sheet of paper & send with this coupon. Prices subject to change without notice: 


DEALER: Send For Free Catalog On Letterhead TELEX No. 697-869 


JT RACING USA BOX 10, BONITA, CA 92002 DB 
303 W. 35th Street, Suite D, National City, California 92050 


